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Conflatur Invidia FALS& INTERPRETATIONE /eatentiaq, 
que infamanda ſuſcipitur.— Non modo invidiofifime exponuntur 
ipſa Dogmata, ſed et CONSECTARIA invidio/a tx iis deducuntur. 
— He ſunt potiſimæ Artes, quibus Invidia movetur.—Fifne pro» 
bare infirmas eſſe illorum Ratiocinationes ? Contrariam weritatem 
per/ſpicut exponito, et validis Argumentis fir mats. 

Ls Crac, % Arg. Theol. ab Inv. duct. 


Tllumine ! -= 
That, to the Height of this Great Argument, 
Jmay afſert Eternal Providence, © 


And juſtify the Ways of God to Men. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ExpeR, that this Pubheation will, as uſual, - 

be follow'd by a ſucceſſion of penny and 
7wwo-penny Squibs. Probably, I ſhall take no 
Notice of them. Mr. Weſley, it ſeems, has 
between 7wvo and three hundred Lay-Preachers- 
in his Connection. Their Name is Legian, 
for they are many. It is impoſſible, there- 
fore, from their Multitude, that they and 
their Leader ſhould not have the laſt Word, 


if they are ſo determin'd. The Latter: has 


lately declar'd, in Print, that he has been 
* Fighting about WoRDs, for - almoſt theſe 
% Thirty Nears.” Doubtleſs, therefore, the 
laſt Word muſt, in his Eſtimation, be parti- 
cularly worth fighting for. And (unleſs he 
ſhould publiſh any Thing at all to the Pur- 
poſe) the laſt Word he is welcome to have. 
A Man would have an hopefull Taſk of it, 
who ſhould waſte his Life-time in playing at 
See-Saw with almoſt three Hundred fuch wiſe 
and genteel Antagoniſts, 


* ho then talk moſt, when leaſt they have 
** to ſay:“ | 
and ſome of whom have already ſhewn 
themſelves unworthy of even being pil- 
lory'd in a Preface, or flogg'd at a Pamphlet's, 
End. | 
To 


% 


Jo thoſe-who know me not, it may ſcem 
needfull-to declare, that, as much as 1 diſap- 
prove Mr. Weſtey's diſtinguiſhing Principles, 
and the low Cunning with which he circulates 
them; I ſtill bear nat the leaſt III-will to his 

lol. As an Individual, I with him well, 
both here and ever. As a Reviler, he lyes 

(in a way of Argument) at the Mercy of 
thoſe he defames. I make, however, no 
ſeruple to acknowledge, that the Manuſcript 
of the following ſheets has lain by me, ſome 
Weeks, merely with a view of ſtriking out, 
from Time to Time, whatever might ſavor 
of undue Aſperity and intemperate Warmth. 
If I any where, however, expreſs myſelf 


 _ firongly, it is owing to the neceſſity I was 


under of expoling Mr. Weſley's 8 and 
diſhoneſt Methods of Attack. | 


Broad Hembury, Nov. 28, 1771. 
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Mr. John Wriſley, Gc. | 


Fit be poſſible, ſay$_the Apoſtle, at much as 
Heth in you, live rake with all men : plainly 
intimating, that, in ſome Caſes, this is not poſſible. 
For, what if other men will not live peaceably 
with us? what if ſome, like the 7ronbled- Sea 
which cannot reſt, are perpetually caſting up Mire 
and Dirt againſt the Goſpel of God, and againſt 
All that embrace it? Are ſuch indefatigable flan- 
derers to be let alone? The Apoſtle's own Con- 
duct ſays, No. His unavoidable Conteſts, with 
the falle Teachers of that age, are demonſtrative 
of the neceſſity, which, occaſionally, even the meek 
and the pacific are under, of barpiy rebuking Such: 
to the End that, if God ſo pleale, they may be- 
come ſound in the Faith ;. or,” at leaſt, learn not 0 
blaſpheme, nor to increaſe unto more Ungodlineſs. 

Our Civil Conſtitution is not more the Envy of 
neighboring nations, than our Religious Eftabliſh- 
ment is the Eye- ſore of Papiſts, Pelagians, and * 

| B Arminians: 


— 
— — 9 —— 


* Obſerve, I ſpeak not of all Arminians. Many there are, 
who, notwithſtanding their Entanglement in that Net, fland 
entitled to the Character of pious, moderate, reſpeQable 
Men. Of Theſe, I myſelf know more than a few : and have 
the Happineſs to enjoy as much of their Eſteem, as Ty de- 
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"tr minians : 4 Triplicate, who too well agree in 

one. From the firſt ſettlement of our Nationa 
Church, quite down to the preſent Hour, it has been 
the Ambition and the Labor of thoſe * Factions, to 
deſtroy Her, either by Sap, or by Storm: and, 
when both theſe Methods have miſcarry' d, to adul- 
terate and diſcolor the pure and undefiFd ſyſtem 

which they found themſelves unable to overthrow. 
Common juſtice commands me to acknowledge, 
that no Man has ſtrove more to diſtinguiſh * 

; | el 


—ü— 
1 ** lth. 


* 


- 
Me. lated. „6 * 


ſervedly poſſeſs of mine. But I ſpeak, above, of the of, 


Factions, malevolent Arminians : reſtleſs Bigots, whoſe falſe fire 


«ould ſhed Diſgrace on whatever Party they might belong to. 
Who, not content with exerciſing their own Right of private 
Judgment, are for reviling and condemning every individual 
Perſon who claims the ſame Right of judging for himſelf, and 
will not ſacrifice his Creed at their Shrine. | 5 

* I am fully aware, that it is impoſſible for the Arminiant, 
ſtrictly ſo call'd, to be charg'd with oppeſing our National 
ſyſtem from it's f inſtitution : ſeeing they had Then no more 
than a virtual Fxiſtence in the Loins of their Anceſtors. Even 
Mr. Wy is forc'd to acknowlege (in a Paper, mis-entitled, 
T be Queftion, What is an ArRvminiant Arſwer'd: P. 4.) that 


Arminius himſelf did not Becin to doubt of the Principles 


% which he had "till then received” [i. e. Arminius did not be- 
tis to apoſtatize from Calviniſm] till © the year 1591.“ How- 
ever, let his“ Doubts” have ** begun” when they would; I 
cannot find, that he made any conſpicuous figure, as an In- 
novator on the Proteſtant Faith, till about the year 1602. 
1 his Znglþ Proſelytes could not have labored to 
ſubvert the Religion of their Country, fo early as under Ep- 
' wary VI, nor even during the frk years of ELIZABETH. 
The Arminians, tho', at preſent, a numerons, are very far from 
being an antient Family. But as, ever ſince they 4% ſpring 
up, they have left no Nerve unſtrained, in their Attempts to 
demoliſh our Doctrinal Eſtabliſhment; I have, above, con- 
ſign'd them, without ſcruple, to rank with the o:ber Two De- 
nominations there mention'd : an Honor, to which they have 
the fairer Title, as they eminently promote the ſame good old 


Cau/e, and ſo ſedulouſly endeavor to make up, in Zeal, what 
they want in Antiquity, * 


5 } 

ſelf in this illaudable warfare, than Mr. Fohn 
Weſley : and, at the ſame Time, ſtubborn fact con- 
ſtrains me to add, that few Warriors have acquitted 
themſelves more contemptibly. This Gentleman, 
in his Plenitude of Ardor for the Cauſe, has made 
long, ample, and repeated Tryal of all the Three 
Methods above mention'd : the filent Sap, the vi- 
gorous Aſſault, and the artful Adulteration. But 
all without ſucceſs. The Mine will not ſpring. 
The Aſſault cannot be carry'd. The Adulteration 
is too groſs to incorporate. What muſt he do? 
Prevail he cannot: to fly, he is aſnam'd. Ia fuck 
an Exigence, all that remains for him is, ta foraſh 
his Reed, to throw an occaſional ſquib, and ſcarn 
to confeſs either the Impiety or the Impracticabi- 
lity of his Enterprize. But Reeds are ſlill unable 
to batter churches : and /quibs (ſuch as “ The Con- 
« ſequence Proved”) are only calculated to amuſe 
Children, and terrify old Women. Yet he goes 
on, to throw the one, and to hrandiſh the * 2 ; 
why? becauſe his Hatred of the Heavenly Doc. 
trines is tatal; and he reſolves, that it's Perſeve- 
rance ſhall be final. May Divine Grace, in Mercy 
to his Soul, ſuperſede the farmer, and forbid the 
Latter ! 

The Adventurer, who emba on ſuch an 
Expedition, as That which has, hitherto, engroſs'd 
the Attention of Mr. Weſley; ſhould be prudent, as 
well as daring. He has, I acknowledge, as much of 
the Inſidicus in his Compoſition, as he has of the Acid: 
and *twould be difficult to ſay, which predominates. 
But Cunning is one thing: Diſcretion is another. A 
few ſeeming Grains of cartain virtues, call'd Humility 
and Moderation, would have conduc'd, in ſome 
Meaſure, to promote his views, by ſcreening them. 
The Example of Arminius might have taught 2 | 

B 2 this 
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this Piece of Theological Policy, ſo needfull in 
the Ring-Leader of a Sect. To give that erro- 
neous Dutchman [Arminius] his Due, he either 
had, or appear d to have, ſome Remains of Modeſty 
and Candor : which, more than all his Arguments, 
contributed to his Acquiſition of Diſciples, But 
Mr. Weſley is for adding the Lyon to the Fox. He 
withes, not only to wheedle, but to thunder the 
Church out of her Calviniſm. Partly, perhaps, 
in Reſentment for his having been (very deſerv- 
edly) thunder'd out of the Church. A deliverance, 
by the Bye, on which I moſt heartily congratulate - 
our ſacred Mother. And, I believe, her genuine 
Sons may: be ſafely confident (notwithſtanding the 
late Tranſactions at he Feathers Tavern), that 
She will not diſpenſe with Subſcriptions to her Cal- 
viniſm, quite ſo complacently, as ſhe refign'd Mr, 
John Weſley. | | 
The complacency, however, is far from rect- 
procal. This diſcarded Divine, like ſome diſ- 
carded Soldiers, cannot wholiy diveſt himſelf of 
that military Air, which, under fuch Circum- 
ſtances, can, at beſt, but excite Pity, inſtead of 
commanding Reſpect. He is ſtill, like Mahomet, 
for propagating his Religion by the ſword, Peals 
of Anatbemas are iſſu'd, and Torrents of the loweſt 
Calumny are thrown out, againſt All who abide by 
the Doctrines of the xxx1x Articles, The Gentle- 
man's own t 
Sic volo, fic jubeo; ſtet, pro Ratione, Voluntas ! 
is expected to carry all the efficacy of Demonſtra- 
tion, on Penalty of his utmoſt Malediction. But 
let me tell him, that the 7hinking Part of Man- 


kind, eſpecially Thoſe of em whoſe Eyes are Spi- 


ritually open'd, will pay no more Regard to his 
empty tulminations, tho* launch'd, quaſi d Tripode, 
a with 


( $8 1 
with all the aſſum'd Importance of Oracular In- * 
fallibility; than our magnanimous Elizabeth had 
to the Ada Menaces of Pope Pius He 
continu'd to roar; and She. continu'd to reign, 
Pope John's. A may have ſome Weight 


with ſuch Men as Meſſieurs Walter Sellon, Haddon 
Smitb, and Thomas Olivers: but not an Inch, be- 
yond the Purlieus of e Prejudice, and 
Superſtition, will his Dictatorſhip extend. 

Such of the Public, as have condeſcended to 
peruſe a Pamphlet, entitled, I Letter to the Rev. 
Mr. John Weſley, relative to his pretended Abridge- 
ment of Zanchius en Predeſtination ; muſt be ſuf- 
ficiently appriz'd of the Nature and Occaſion of 
my Conteſt with this Veteran. Another Edition 
<2 that Letter having been call'd for, and pub- 
liſh'd laſt Winter; the Veteran aforeſaid, by way 
(or, rather, in lieu) of Repriſal, prints, in the 
Month of Auguſt, 1771, another paper, folded 
and pric'd as uſual, iwelve Pages for 4 Penny: tho? 
a Saint, who, ſurely, ought to be moſt ſcrupulouſly 
Juſt in all his Dealing, might rather have been ex- 
pected to have fix'd the Price at only three fourths 
of a Penny; ſceing, of the twelve Pages, no more 
than xine are fill'd: which every Reader, compe- 
tently {kill'd in Arithmetic, will grant, are but 
three-fourths of the Dozen. Beſides: it was pi- 
oufly and diſintereſtedly written, as | a Therapeutic, 
to retrieve the erroneous ; and as a Prophylactic, 
to preſerve the Orthodox. Of Courle, the Cheaper 
the Antidote, the more extenſive: and, the more 
extenſive, the more uſefull, But Mr. #e/ley feels 
the force of the Argumentum ad Crumenam too 
deeply, to vend his Remedys at a Rate ſo nicely con- 
ſcientious. He had, laſt year, if we may take his 
own Word for it, near 30,000 Followers. And, ſup» 


poſing 
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ſing each Follower (as, to be ſure, each is in 
uty bound) to buy one, at leaſt, of theſe Penny 
Papers; the Farthing extraordinary amounts, in 
the whole, to thirty Pounds, fourteen ſhillings, 
A ſum, of whoſe value, Saints, of bis Complec- 


tion, are as devoutly fenfible as other Men.—Poor 


Robin's Almanac, alas! tho* twice as valuable, 


goes but for half the Price of The Conſequence 


proved. | 
Let us now bring theſe nine Pages to the Teſt. 
Their Title claims our firſt Attention: © The 
* Conſequence proved.“ What Conſequence ? 
even This: that, upon the Scriptural and Church 
of England Principle of Predeſtination to Life, it 
« naturally and neceſſarily follows, that One in Ten- 
< ty, ſuppoſe, of Mankind, are Elefted; Nineteen in 
« Twenty are Reprobated: That the Ele ſhall be 
% ſaved, do what they will; the Reprobate ſhall be 
„ damned, do what they can.” Theſe Diabolical 
Poſitions, enough to chill every reafonable and re- 
ligious Man with Horror; are Mr. Weſley's own 
offspring, both as to Sentiment and Language. 
He had, indeed, the matchleſs Effrontery to, pub. 
liſh them, originally, as mine: and, to render the 
audacious Forgery complete, clos'd all with theſe 
words, Reader, believe this, or be damned: Vit. 
« neſs my Hand, A. T.” Now, whence came it, 
that this concluding Clauſe was omitted in The 
Conſequence proved? Was it, becauſe Mr. V. found 
himſelf aſbamed to repeat ſo unparallePd a falſe- 
hood? I apprehend, not. For ought appears, he 
is ſtill as dead to the Feelings of Shame, as he is 
blind to the Doctrines of God. The Reaſon, pro- 
bably, was, his utter Deſpair of being able to tor- 
ture a Line of Zanchius into any Thing lite Proof 
of my obtruding the Doctrine of Election upon 
| Pain 


G2; 
Pain of Damnation. And he might well deſpait 
of this. Whom do I condemn ? whom do I im- 
piouſly conſign to furure Puniſhment? I condemn 
no Man. I dare not pronounce concerning any 
Man's Eternal ſtate. Herein, I judge not even 
Mr. Weſley himſelf. Tho' I muſt tell him, that, 
if it be (as I moſt ſincerely wiſh it may) the Di- 
vine Will to Save him; he has an ap nr 
Strait Gate to paſs through, e' er he gets to Heaven. 
In the mean while, I return to © the Conſequence 
roved. . | | 
G The very Title is inaccurate, The Inferences; 
which this writer pretends to'' deduce, are not 4 
Conſequence, but a Chain of Conſequences. Let us 
ſee, whether this mighty Conſequence-drawer is 
able to ſupport the Conſequences drawn. 
The Proof opens thus. Mr. Toplady, @ 
« young bold man, LATELY” [i. e. very nigh” #299 
years ago] © publiſ'd a Pampblet, an Extra from 
*« <ohich was SOON AFTER” Ii. e. about four Months 
after] © printed, concluding with theſe words; The 
„ Sum of all is This: One in Twenty (ſuppoſe) 
« of Mankind, &c.“ | 
Mr. Ws preſent Mode of Phraſeology is as 
pregnant with Craft, as his Conduct is deſtitute of 
Honor. Obſerve: © an Extra from waicn,” 
i. e. from which Pamphlet : . * Concluding with 
« THESE Fords —.” Now, would not any in- 
different Reader till imagine, that © thoſe conclud- 
ing words” were actually extracted from the 
« Pampblet” itſelf? And yet, nothing can be 
wider from fact. The Words,” which he in- 
ſinuates toshave been “extracted, were NOT ex- 
trated from the Pampblet, but ſpun from nis own 
daring Invention. What ſhall we ſay of a Man, 
who firſt ba/ches Blaſphemy, and then fathers it on 
Others ? 


SW 3 

Others? Nay, who adds Crime to Crime, by indi- 
rectly perſiſting in the Falſchood, even after tho 
Falſchood has been detected and publicly expoſ'd? 
His Forehead muſt be-perrify'd, and quite imper- 
yious to a Bluſh. 5 wprget N 

The Perſon who, in private converſation, utters 
a deſign'duntruth, is deſervedly branded with Diſ- 


grace. But the Man, who ſits down, and delibe- 
rately torites a known, willfull, palpable Lye to the 


Public, may, it ſeems, ſtill be “ Saint, anda 
&« precious Laborer in the Lord's Vineyard!“ Away 
with ſuch * Saintſhip” ;, away with uch precious 
% Labors.“ Again: the man, who forges my 
name, in order to obtain a trifling Sum of Money, 
is deem d guilty of a Capital Offence. But the 
Man, who ſubjoins my ame to * Hlaſphemous Pro. 
poſitions of his own Coining; is to be treated as 
« au antient, venerable Servant of Chriſt, whoſe 
& whole Life has been devoted to the Glory of God 
% and the good of Souls!” If all his * antient Ser- 
« yices” were of a ſimilar Caſt; even Arminianiſm 
itſelf muſt expunge them from the Liſt gf thoſe 
good Works, which it ſuppoſes to be meritorious of 
Salvation. Unleſs Mr. Weſley's Arminianiſm Co- 
incide with the Popiſh Maxim, that bad Works, if 
done to Heretics, are tranſubſtantiated into good 
ones. | > 
But there are two Charges, alledg'd againſt me, 
to which I ſhall aſſign a Moment's Attention: 
becauſe, tho? pitiably frivolous, they are, neverthe- 
| | leſs, 


* N 


This Epithet is not too ſtrong. To ſay that any ſhall be 
ſaved, DO WHAT THEY WILL; and others damned DO WHAT 
THEY CAN : is, in the fr Inſlance, Blaſphemy againſt the 

Blaſphemy again 


Hor1xess of God; and, in the Second, 
his Goopxess. 
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leſs, ſomewhat curious and uncommon. I am, 
it ſeems, © young,” and © bold.” To the firſt, I 
in Part plead Guilty. I have been but between 
nine and ten years in Orders, tho* ordain'd as ſoon 
as my Age would permit. The Merits of the 
ſecond Allegation, I leave to the Deciſion of Others. 

However, let me be as “ bold” as I will, I cannot 
be bold in a better Cauſe. Was I even as bold as 
a Lyon, it would, according to the Maxim of a 
very wiſe Writer, be a Mark, not of Perverſeneſs, 
but of Righteouſneſs*. The Apoſtle tacitly com- 
mends a Prophet for being not only bold, but very - 
bold in aſſerting the Sovereignty, Efficacy, and 
Freeneſs of Divine GRA in oppolition to the 
Merits and Free-will of Man: 7/aiah is very bold, 

and ſaith, concerning God, I was found: of them 
that ſought me not, I was made manifeſt to them that 
aſked not after me}. When the Oppoſers of the 
Chriſtian Syſtem are Shameleſs, why ſhould it's 
Defenders be Spiritleſs? As to my inconſiderable 
{elf, I bluſh not to tread in the Steps of ONE, to 
whoſe Faith I ſubſcribe from the utmoſt of my 
Heart. If the Apoſtle Paul, with his whole Aſ- 
ſemblage of Gifts and Graces (ſuch as, probably, 
never ſhone before, nor will ſhine again, in any 
mere Man, while the world endures,) could re- 
queſt the Prayers of God's People; much more 
may J, the weakeſt of the weak, and the unwor- 
thieſt of the unworthy, ſupplicate the Interceſſion 
of thoſe who love the Truth, and intreat them to 
pray, on my Behalf, that utterance may be given ta 
me, that I may open my Mouth BOLDLY to make known. 


the Myſtery of the Goſpel; that therein I may Speax 
C (and 


— 


2 Prov. 28, I, + Rem. 10. 20, 


10 ] 
(and why not write?) BOLDLY, as 1 OUGHT 10 
ſpeak®, | 

After all, the charge of Boldneſs (in the ſenſe 
Mr. Weſley uſes the Term) comes more than a lit- 
tle out of Character from his Pen. I could never 
have dreamed of ſuch an Indictment, from ſuch a 
Plaintiff. Had I publicly diſtorted and defam'd 
the Decrees of God; Had I, moreover, advanc'd 
ſo many Miles beyond Boldneſs, as to lay thoſe 


- Diſtortions and Defamations at the Door of Ano- 


ther; bold as I am affirm'd to be, I could never 
have look'd up afterwards. I ſhould have thought 
every Miſcreant I met, an honeſter Man than my- 
ſelf, But Mr. John ſeems a perfect Stranger to 
theſe Feelings. His Murus abencus has been too 
long transfer'd from his Conſcience to his Fore- 
head.—On the whole, could I deſcend ſo exceding 
low as to retaliate on this writer, in his own way 
I ſhould thus return the Compliment in Kind : 
Mr. John Weſley, an oLD, avpacious Man, latily 
bliſh'd But I neither will, nor can, adopt 
is ſcurrility. I had rather let the antient Offender 
paſs unchaſtiz'd, than foil my Hands in the Ope- 
dane I procede, therefore, to his next Para- 
graph. 

« A great Outcry has been rais'd on that Account“ 
[v1z. on Account of the Lying Extract from Zan- 
chy; and on Account of the blaſphemous Infer- 
ences, and the Forgery, thereto annex*d}]: © A great 
% Outcry has been rais'd on that Account” ſ it ſhould 
have ran, on thoſe Accounts], © as tbo this was not 
% fair State of the Caſe; and it has been vebemently 
* affirmed, that no Such Conſequence follows from the 

| Doctrine 


Ebb. 6. 19, 20. 
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ec Dofrine of Abſolute Predeſtination. I calmly af 
« firm, it is @ fair ſtate of the Caſe. This. Conſe> 
% quence” [a Miſtake again for 4% Conſequences] 
% pots” [another Miſtake for doJ ** naturally and 
e neceſſarily follow from the Datirine of Abſolute 
« Predeſtination, as here” [it ſhould be, there] 
ce ſtated and defended by bold Mr. Auguſtus Top- 
« Jady”. Thus far the honeſt and accurate Mr. 
Weſfley.—On the other Hand, bold Mr. Auguſtus 
no leſs © calmly affirms”, that the © great outcry”, 
at which bold Mr. John crys out, was moſt juſtly 
rais'd againſt the ſaid Jebn: who, by his 
deep-laid, but ſoon- detected Cunning, and by 
his avow'd Vacuity of Candor, Truth, and Shame; 
hath, in the general Eſtimation of all unprejudic'd 
People, whether Serious or Prophane (the moſt 
reſpectable of the Arminian Party themſelves not 
excepted), gotten a V ound and Diſbonor, and a 
Reproach which all his whining and winding So- 
phiſtry will never be able to wipe away. 

With the ſame determined Calmneſs, I do alſo 
afirm, that his Mode oi ſtating the Important 
Controverſy concerning Predeſtination, is ſo far 
from © fair”, that it has nothing at all to do with 
the Subject: but was invented, and adopted, 
merely to diſcolor the true State of the Queſtion, 
and to ſpread a Miſt before the Eyes of ſuch ſu- 
ee Readers, as might be diſpos'd. to take 
| Matters on the Word of Mr. John. Which fort 

of Readers, by the Way, have, to that Gentle- 
man's no ſmall Diſappointment and Mortification, 
proved abundantly fewer than he wiſn'd and ex- 
pected. 

He goes on: © Indeed, I have not Leiſurs to con- 
ider the matter at large.” Then, why did he 


dabble in it at all? A Chain of Principles, like 
*. 2 . thole 
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thoſe term'd Calviniſtic, each ſucceſſive Link of 
which depends on the foregoing, till you arrive at 
the Firſt; indiſpenſably requires a Conſideration 
« af large.” A partial view of the Subject is equi- 
valent to none. A disjointed, unconnected HAP 
of Doctrines, like That eſpous'd by this Man of 
no Leiſure; a Farrago of Opinions, made up of 
incoherent Shreds; may, indeed, be conſider'd 
by Scraps, without any Injury to the Whole. Tis 
juſt the ſame, where you begin, and which you 
take. But there's an Harmony, there's a correlative 
Dependency, in the Syſtem of GRacs : and not to 
advert to Theſe, reſembles tranſpoſing the Notes 
in ſome capital Piece of Muſic. Mr. Weſley, 
therefore, mult either find Leiſure to conſider 
the Matter at large; or They, who have ſo con- 
ſider'd it, will, with equal Certainty and Juſtice, 
ſet him down for a pitifull Nibler at the File he 
cannot bite, 

The Truth is, he has jump'd, hand over head, 
into an Engagement, the Progreſs of which does 
not anſwer his expectation. Hence his willingneſs 
to quit the Field for want of Leiſure: but, in 
Fact, for want of Succeſs. And who muſt cover 
his Retreat, but the heroic Thomas Oliver, alias 
Olivers? And who is this redoubtable Thomas ? 
Truly, neither more nor leſs than a journeyman 
Shoemaker, now retain'd by Mr. H#efley, as a Lay- 
Preacher, at the Rate of Tex Pounds per Annum : 
which, I ſuppoſe, Thomas prefers to earning dou- 
ble the Sum by working at his proper Trade 

Pharaoh's Remark, though malicious and un- 
true 1n 1t's original Application, is not always un- 
Juit: Je are 1DLE, ye are 1DLE ; therefore ye ſay, 


Let us go from our honeſt employs, and pretend to 


ferve the Lord. But, the rougher the Foal, the 
ſleeker 


E 
Neeker the Aſs. The idle ſhoemaker is, to give 
him his Due, a very laborious Arminian. Tho? 
revolted, in ſome Reſpect, from the Gentle Craft 
of St. Criſpin ; his genius hath conſtant Employ, 
and very ample Scope for Exertion, in following 
the Boiſterous craft of Mr. John Weſley : to whom 
he, moreover, ſtands related, as Bully in Chief. 
In Chief, did I ſay? I had forgot the Rev. Mr. 
IWalter Sellon. Prunella claims Precedency of 
Leather. Thomas is only ſecond in Commiſſion. 
But ſeems it not rather ſtrange, that Mr. }//ey, 
a man of Education, and who has given Proof 
upon Proof that he's indued with a very competent 
Portion of Aſſurance; ſhould not be aſham'd to 
ſkulk, for ſhelter, under a Cobler's Apron? The 
Jews will by no means work on the ſabbath: bur 
they ſet Gentiles to work, without ſcruple. Mr. 
Fobn affects to decline undertaking the Argu- 
ment in Form: and the Cobler (fill doom'd to be 
an Under-ſftrapper ) is delegated to ſupply Mr. Zobn's 
Lack of Leiſure, as well as of Leather. Already 
has the Journeyman made an Effort (with ſome of 
Mr. John's own aſſiſtance) to white-waſh the ſaid 
Mr. "John, He might as well have labor'd to 
blanch the Æthiop, or to emaculate the Leopard. 
But how can Robin Hood be better employ'd, than 
in ſtanding up for Little Fobn? It mult be oranted, 
that Little Jobn appears ſomething taller on the 
ſhoulders of his Man. I acknowledge, too, that 
there is, upon the whole, ſome prop portionable 
Congruity between the Pedeſtal and the Image. 
Yet this Mode of Exhibition is not without it's 
Danger. I once ſaw, when a Boy, a Rope-dan- 
cer parading round May-Fair, on the ſhoulders of 
a Booth-Keeper. For ſome time, the Carrier and 
the Carry'd engroſs'd the Acclamations of the 
WOn- 
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wondering Populace. When, alas! either by a 
ſtumble of the Elevator, or through Defect of 
Equilibrium in the Elevatee, down came the lat- 
ter; who, after ſuch diſhonor, was glad to trudge 
it back on Foot, inſtead of venturing to re- aſcend 
the living Pedeſtal. Should the above Hluſtration 
be deem'd not ſufficiently ſublime for ſo towering, 
a ſubje&; take another, from the Pen of a' late 
Nobleman. I remember”, ſays his Lordſhip, 
% to have ſeen a [Popiſh] “ Proceſſion at Aix is 
% Chapelle, wherein an Image of Charlemagne is 
4 carry'd on the ſhoulders of a Man who is hid 
„ by the long Robe of the Imperial Saint. Fol- 
„ {ow him into the Veſtry, you ſee the Bearer ſlip 
from under the Robe, and the Gigantic Figure 
« dwindles into an Image of the ordinary ſize, and 
is ſet by among other lumber.” * 

The Caſe, in Reality, ſtands thus. The Maſ- 
ter does me an Injury, by ſubjoining my name to 
what I never wrote. On which, I publicly call the 
Aggreſſor himſelf to Account. The Aggreſſor 
links behind one of his Drudges, who ſays, Fight 
* mein my Maſter's ſtead.” I anſwer, No. Ne 
SUTOR ULTRA CREPIDAM. bat haſt THOU to do 
with Controverſy? Away to thy Srall, and leave 
little John to fight his own Battles. My Buſineſs 
is not with the Man, but with the Maſter. I mbſt 
certainly (at leaſt in my preſent view of Things) 
ſhall never deſcend to uncaſe that Hog in Armor. 
This Mr. Weſiey could not but foreſee. He 
therefore did ſhrewdly, to flip his own neck out 


of the Collar, and thruſt in That of a Man who 


may 
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may ſtrutt, with the Collar on his Neck, unnotic'd 
3 unmoleſted, *till his dying Day. 5 

After all, Let us ſee whether Mr. Weſley has 
extricated his own Neck with any Degree of Dex- 
terity. - In order to This, we mult examine, whe- 
ther the Conſequences, which he labors to ſqueeze 
from the Doctrine of Predeſtination, as ſtated by 
me, will ſtand. 

I. The fr/# pretended conſequence was, That 
One in Twenty, ſuppoſe, of Mankind is elected; 
« nineteen in Twenty ar Yobated.” Mr. W. 
ſeems, at preſent, to give up this abominable In- 
ference. He does not ſo much as attempt to prove 
it, in the Paper now under Examination. Which 
Paper, therefore, does not, even in Appearance, 
anſwer it's Title. This conſequence, at leaſt, is 
not prov'd. Nay, *tis thrown by, and ſmother'd in 
ſilence. Nor do I wonder at it. I ſhould, indeed, 
be ſurpriz'd to find even Mr. }:/lzy's own writings 
(and, ſurely, if they cannot, Trey, Po put 
him out of Countenance. But hehada otive, not 
at all related to ſhame, for ſlipping that infamous 
Paragraph out of fight. - The Credit of his Per- 
ſpicacity, as a Reaſoner, abſolutely requir'd it. 
For, could any thing be more palpably ' ab/ard, 
than to charge us with a peremptory conſequence, 
affirm'd to be drawn from abſclute premiſes, which 
laid peremptory conſequence was (even in Terminis) 
confeſſedly pothetic, and founded on a mere vague 
ſuppoſition? The Word “ /uppn/e” is the Baſis of 
the whole Concluſion, But we never bid, nor 
CAN, “ ſuppeſ? that no more than “ one in Twen- 
ty” is chatted, Therefore the Baſis melts, and the 
entire Conſequential Fabric (like the Rope-dancer 
at May-Fair) tumbles to the Ground, 


Obſerve, _ 
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Obſerve, Reader, for *tis worth thy White, 
how ſuddenly Mr. Weſfley's Polemical Weather- 
Glaſs riſes and falls. In his printed Letter to the 
late truly Reverend and amiable Mr. Hervey, he 
charged that incomparable Man, and the Calvi- 
niſtic Party in general, with holding the Reprobation 
of < Nix out of Ten*.” In March, 1770, we 
were charg'd with holding, as above, that © nive- 
« TEEN in Twenty are Reprobated . — In Febru- 
ary, 1771, we were charg'd with holding the Re- 
probation of roRTV NINE out of Fifty. F—And 
#0w, about five Months after, the glaſs is /unk 
30 Degrees lower, and, in © The Conſequence 
% proved”, ſtands again at © NINETEEN out of 
« Twenty.” Next ſpring, I ſuppoſe, *twill ri/e 
to NINETY NINE out of an Hundred. A. very. ca- 
pable Gentleman this, to aſcertain the Number of 
the Elect and Reprobate, who reprobates his own 
Calculations almoſt as often as the Clock ſtrikes ! 
o much for the t Conſequence, Now for 
the Second : 

II. „The Ele# ſhall be ſaved, do what they will.” 
By doing © what they wilt,” is evidently meant, 
be they, finally, ever ſo unholy, and be their Lives 
ever ſo immoral. The Expreſſion muſt ſignify 
this, or it can ſignify nothing. Tis either a pal- 
try, ſophiſtical Quibble upon the word will, and 
ſo evaporates into a Term without a fix'd Idea; 
or it imports, that, upon the Footing of Abſolute 
| Election, 
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* See Weſley's PxEsERvaTIVE, P. 235 | 

+ See Weſley's pretended Abridgement of Zanchius, P. 12. 

See a ſcurnilous Letter, ſigned, Fohn Ney; in Lloyd's 
Evening Poſt, ſor Friday, March 1, 1771. 
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Election, perſonal Sanctiſication and practical Obe- 
dience are unneceſſary to ſalvation. | 

The point of enquiry, then, 1s, Whether the 
Zle themſelves can be ultimately ,/aved, without 
being previouſly /anif9*d by inherent Grace, and 
(if Adult) without evidencing that Sanctification 
(according as Ability and Opportunity are given), 
by walking in the Way of God's Commandments? I 
affirm, with Scripture, that they cannot be ſaved 
without Senfification and Obedience. Yet is not 
their Salvation at all precarious: for, That very 
Decree of Ele#ion, by which they were nominated 
and ordain'd to Eternal Life, ordain'd their inter- 
mediate Renewal after the Image of God, in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs. Nay, that Renewal 
is, itſelf, the Dawn and Beginning of actual 
Salvation: This 1s Life eternal, to know Thee the 
only true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom Thou haſt 
ſent *. Whence the Apoſtle; By Grace ye ARE 
ſaved, through Faith+, And again, Who naTH 
ſaved ns, and called us with an Hor Calling 1. 
Sanctity, therefore, of Heart and Life, is, not 
barely a Prelude to, but even a Part and initia- 
tory Anticipation of, the Glory which ſhall be re- 
veal'd. 

The Elect could no more be ſaved, without 
perſonal Holineſs, than they could be ſaved without 
perſonal Exiſtence. And why? Becauſe God's own 
Decree ſecures the Menns as well as the End, znd 
accompliſhes the End BY the. Means. The ſame 
gratuitous Predeſtination, which ordain'd the 
Exiſtence of the Elect, as Men; ordain'd their 
Purification, as Saints: and they were ordain'd to 
D Bath, 
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Botb, in order to their being finally and completely 

| ſaved in Feſus Chriſt with Eternal Glory. 
The Doctrine of Election is a Doctrine of mere Re- 
velation. Tho Human Reaſon, when defecated from 
Prejudice, and ſanctify'd by Grace, cannot but aſ- 
ſent to it, as a ſcripture Truth; yet, Reaſon would 
probably, never have diſcover'd it with certainty 
and clearneſs, had not God expreſsly made it known 
in His written Word. Conſequently, from that 
written word we are to learn the true nature and 
Effets of Electing Grace: ſince God Himſelf 

muſt be beſt acquainted with His own decrees. 
The Holy Spirit, making the Apoſtle's Pen 
the channel of unerring Inſpiration, thus inſpir'd 
him to write: According as He [God the Father] 
hath choskEN us in Him [in Chriſt] before the Foun- 
dation of the World, that we ſhould not, be ſaved 
do what we will”; but] 2e noLy and without 
Blame before him in Love. Eph. 1. 4.—Elettion 
is always follow'd by Regeneration: and Rege- 
neration is the ſource of all good works : whence 
the Apoſtle adds; in the very next Chapter, 
V. 10. We [the Ele] are His [ſubſequent] work- 
. manſhip, created [anew] in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
ORKS, <vbich God hath FORE-ORDAINED that 
we ſhould walk in them. Conſequently, it does 
not follow, from the Doctrine of Abſolute Pre- 
deſtination, that the Ele& ſhall be ſaved, do 
* what they will.” On the contrary, they are choſen 
as much to Holineſs, as to Heaven; and are 
fore-ordain'd to walk in good Works, by virtue of 
their Election from Eternity, and of their Conver- 
ſion in Time. Yet again: God hath, from the Be- 
ginning [i. e. from everlaſting ;, ſee Prov. 8. 23. 
John 1. 1, 2.] CHOSEN you to Salvation throuzh 


SANCTIFICATION of the Spirit and BELIEF of the 
Truth : 
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Truth: 2 Theſſ. 2. 13. AV, therefore, who are 
choſen to Salvation, are no leſs unalterably deſ- 
tin'd to Holineſs and Faith in the mean while. 
And, if fo, *tis giving God Himſelf the Lye, to 
ſay, that „the Elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they. 
« will.“ For, the Elect, like the bleſſed Perſon 
who redeem'd them, come into the world not to do 
their own Will, but the Will of Him that ſent them: 
and this is the Will of God concerning them, even 
their /an#ification; 1 Thefl. 4. 3. Hence they 
are expreſsly ſaid to be Elect-unto Opzniexnce® : 
not, indeed, choſen becauſe of Obedience, but 
choſen unto it: for Works are not the Fountain of 
Grace, but Streams flowing FROM it. Election 
does not depend upon Holineſs, but Holineſs de- 
pends upon Election. So far, therefore, is Pre- 
deſtination, from being ſubverſive of good Works ; 
that Predeſtination is the primary Cavs of all the 
Works which have been and ſhall be wrought, 
rom the Beginning to the End of Time, *Tis 
only the peculiar People, that are truly zealous of 
good Works, Tit. 2. 14. The reſt may profeſs 
that they know God, but, even amidſt all their 
Noiſe about Works, in their own Works they deny 
Him; being abominable, and diſobedient, and, to 
every good Work, reprobate: Tit. 1. 16. As 1 
have elſewhere obſerved, They truſt in good 
works, without doing them; while the Peculiar 
People do good works, without tru/ting in them. 
Reaſon allo joins with Scripture, in aſſerting the 
indiſpenſible neceſſity of SANCTIFICATION, upon the 
Footing of the moſt abſolute and irreſpeFive EIER 
TION : or, in other words, that the Certainty of 
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the Exp does not ſuperſede, but enſure, the Inter- 
vention of the Mt ans. It was decreed, that Abra- 
ham ſhould be a Father of many nations. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Weſley's Mode of Argumentation, 
Abraham might have been ſo, tho' he had dy'd in 
Infancy. I ſay, No. For, the ſame Purpoſe of 
God, which appointed him to be a Father of na- 


tions, appointed alſo (as a Mean to the End) that 


he ſhoyld live to a competent Age.—St. Paul was 
decreed to preach the Goſpel hefore the Gentiles, 
and Kings, and the Children of I{rael.* Ergo, lays 
an Arminian, Paul might have preach'd in various 
nations, without travelling a ftep, and without ſo 
much as opening his Lips. I deny the Conſe- 
quence, Paul's Travelling, and Paul's Utterance, 
were as certainly and as neceſſarily included in the 
Decree of the Mraxs, as his Preaching was deter- 
min'd by the Decree of the EN D.— God reſolv'd, 
that Hezekiah ſhould live fifteen years longer than 
Hexetiab expected. Hezekiah might, therefore, 
according to Mr. Weſſey's plan, have argu'd thus: 
* God has promis'd me fifteen years of life to 
% come. Ergo, Live 1 ſhall, do what I will: 
« dye I ſhall not, do what I can. I will there- 
fore neither eat, drink, nor fleep. Nay, I'II 
e tye a Millſtone round my neck, and throw my- 
“ ſelf headlong into the fea, from the higheſt 
% Precipice I can find.” I anſwer, No. For it 
was as much compriz'd, in God's Decree, that 
Hezekiah ould eat, drink, and ſleep, during 
thoſe fifteen years; and that he ſhould not jump 
into the Sea, with a Millſtone about his Neck; 
as that fifteen years ſhould be added to his Life.— 

; Cyrus 
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Cyrus was decreed to be the Captor of Babylon, 
and an Inſtrument of Good to the Jewiſh People.“ 
Did that Decree render it needleſs for Cyrus to be 
conceiv'd and born? ſurely, no: for the Birth of 
Cyrus was no leſs infallibly ſecur'd by the Decree 
ittelf, than were the Laurels he ſhould reap, and 
the Good he was to do. 

To multiply inſtances, would be endleſs. Let 
us apply the few that have been given. If the 
Scriptures are true, God did, from all Eternity, 
cluſe an INNUMERABLE MuLTiITUDE of Adam's 
Poſterity, to the Certain Attainment of Grace and 
Glory, This Choice of them was in bis Son: 
being præ- conſider'd as fallen, they were choſen 
under that Character, and foederally given to Him, 
to be redeem'd by His Blood, and cloath'd with 
his Righteouſneſs. But this alone would net have 
ſufficed. It was neceſſary, thar, as Sinners, they 
ſhould not only be redetm'd from Puniſhment, and 
entitled to Heaven; but endu'd, moreover, with 
an internal Meetneſs tor that Inheritance to which 
they ſhould be entitled and redeem'd. This 
internal Meetneſs for Heaven, can only be wrought 
by the reſtoring Agency of God the Holy Ghoſt, 
who graciouſly engag'd and took upon Himſelf, 
in the Covenant of Peace, to renew and © /ani7:f 
all the Elect People of God;” ſaying, I will 
put my Law in their Minds, and write it upon their 
Hearts. This, moſt certainly, was the View, in 
which the Decree of Predeſtination was conſider'd 
by the Apoſtle Peter, when he thus wrete: EleF, 
accerding to the Fore-knewledge of Ged the Father, 
{ according to his Fore-knowledge of the Human 


Fall; 


| 
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Fall; which Fore- knowledge made it neceſſary 
that Election ſhould be decreed to take Effect, 
not independently on God the Son and God the 
Holy Ghoſt, but ]zbrough Sanification of the Spirit, 
wnto Obedience, and Sprinkling of the Blood of Feſus 
Chrift.* It appears, from this golden Paſſage, 1 
That All the Three Divine Perſons are equally con- 
cern'd in the Salvation of Sinners: the FarRHER 
Elected them; the Son ſhed his Blood for them; 
the SPIRIT Sentiifys them. 2. That the objects of 
Election were conlider'd, in that eternal Decree, as 
fallen: elſe, I cannot fee, how they could be cho- 
ſen unTo the fprinkling of the Meſſiah's Blood, 
and ux ro the Sani7ification of the Spirit. 3. That 
Election, tho* productive of Good Works, is not 
founded upon them: on the contrary, they are One of 
the glorious Ends, to which the Elect are choſen. 
Saints do not bear the Root, but the Root them. 
« Electunto Obedience? 4. That they, who 
have been elected by God the Father, ſhall be 
ſprinkled by the Son, or legally purity'd by his 
Atonement, in a way of Pardon; and experience 
the Holy Spirit's Santtification, in beginning, ad- 


vancing, and perfecting, the good Work of Grace 


on their Souls. Whence, 5. the Elect, the 
Sprinkled, and the Sanctify'd, are made to obey 


the Commandments of God, and to imitate Chriſt 


as a Pattern, at the ſame Time that they truſt in 
Him as their Propitiation. I ſaid, made to obey. 
Here, perhaps, the unbluſhing Mr. Weſley may 
aſk, * Are, the Elect, then, mere Machines 2?” I 


anſwer, No. They are made willing to obey, 
in 


— 
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in the Day of God's Power. And, I believe, no 
body ever yet heard of @ willing Machine. 

It appears, fromgthe Paſſages of Scripture now 
alledg'd, that God decreed to bring His Elect to 
Glory, in a Way of San##ification, and in no other 
Way but That. If fo, crys Mr. Veſtey, They 
« will be ſaved, whether they are Sanctiſy'd, or 
no. What, notwithſtanding their Sanctification, 
is, itſelf, an eſſential Branch of the Decree con- 
cerning them? The Man may as well affirm, that 
Abraham might have been the Progenitor of na- 
tions, tho* he had dy'd in Infancy: that Paul 
might have preach'd the Goſpel, vivd voce, in 
Fifty different Regions, without travelling a Step: 
that Hegetiab might have liv'd his fifteen years, 
without Food or Sleep: that Cyrus would have 
fullfill'd the Prophecys concerning him, if he 
had never been born : and that the Church of God 
might have been redeem'd by the Blood of. Chriſt, 
even if Chriſt had never aſſumed human nature. 

Prior to the taking of Jericho, it was reveaPd 
to Joſhua that he ſhould certainly be maſter of the 
Place. Nay, ſo preremptory was the Decree, and 
ſo expreſs the Revelation of it, that it was pre- 
dicted as if it had already taken effect: I have 
given inis thy Hand ericho, and the King theteef, 
and the mighty men of Valor.“ This Allurance, 
than which nothing could be more abſolute, did 
not tyc up Jeſbua's Hands from Action, and make 
him ſit down without uſing the Means, which were 
no leſs appointed than the End. On the con- 
trary, he took Care to regulate the Proccition, 
perſuant to God's Command; and the Event was 
accomplith*'d accordingly. — From Fad, let us 

alcend 
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aſcend to Speculation. The Doctrine, which ſtands 
this united Teſt, is and muſt be true. Suppoſe it 
Was infallibly reveaPd, to an Army, or to any ſin- 
ole individual, that the former ſhould certainly 
gain {ſuch a Battle, and the latter certainly vin 
fuch a Race. Would not the Army be mad, to 
fay, Then we will not fight a Stroke?“ Would 
not the Racer be inſane, to add, © Nor will I 
© move fo much as one of my Feet ?” Now, tis 
no leſs irrational, to inſinuate, that the Elect ſhall 
be ſaved, without being ſpiritually and morally 
conform'd to the Image of Chriſt, than it would 
be, to dream of gaining a Battle, without fighting, 
or of winning a Prize, without contending. Would 
it not be abſurd, to affirm, that Adam might have 
tilled and dreſſed the Garden of Eden, whether he 
had been created or not? Equally illogical is Mr. 
Meſiey's impudent flander, that “the Elect ſhall 
ebe ſaved do what they will,” 1. e. whether they 
are holy, or not. | 

This writer paſſes with fome, for a man of 
profound Learning. But, ſurely, either his Head 
15 not ſo well furniſh'd, as theſe good People ſup- 
poſe ; or his Heart muſt be totally void of Juſ- 
rice, Candor, and Truth. Either he 1s abſolutely 
unacquainted with the firſt Principles of Reaſon- 
ing; or he offers up the Knowledge he has, as an 
whole Burnt-Sacrifice, on the Altar of Malice, 


Calumny, and Faltchood. * | 
The 
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* Even Thomas Oliver, or Olivers, the fighting Shoe- maker, 
is either a tctter Reaſoner, or an honefler Man, than his Leader: 
for, on a re. ent Occaſion (an Occation ſo well known to the 
Religious World, fince the Appearance of the Hon. and Rer. 


Mr. SnixLE ' Narrative, juſt publiſh'd, that it were need- 
lets 


1 
The Conſequence Drawer makes ſeveral Appeals 


to my Tranſlation of Zancnivs: from ſome parts of 


which, he labors to cull Premiſes, whereof tg 
make 
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leſs for me to recite the Particulars), this ſame Thomas was ſo 
deeply convinc'd of the ir-econcilable Contrariety of the Len- 
don Minutes to the Briftol Declaration; that, having ſolemnly 

avow'd the former, either common Conſcience, or common 
Senſe, would not permit him to fign the {arier.- My, , 
however, ſwallow'd Both, He could declare, in the Oze, 
that Ve gre rewarded BECAUSE OF our Works; for the SAKE 
„% or our Works; yea, 5ECUnDuUM MEerITA OPERKUM, as our 
« Works DESERVE.” In the Oe, the ſame identical Mr. 
Weſley declares, that he doth ** ABHOR He Doctrine of Fufti- 
« fication by Works, as a MOST PERILOUS and ABOMINABLE 
«* Doctrine: and that our qvorks have xo Part in meriting. 
or purchaſing our Salvation, FROM FIRST TO LAST, either 
% in WHOLE or in PART,” Where lives the Man, who cag 
bring theſe two Poles together ? 

Dic quibas in Terris, et eris mibi magnus Apollo. 

All the ſophiſtical Wriggling, Twiſtag, Straining, and 
Vire-drawing, in the World, will never be able to make the 
above North and Scuth ſhake Hands. Was any Thing upon 
Earth ever equal to Mr. W:/ley's Duplicity? Yes: 1 have met 
with ſomething which comes, at leaſt extremely near it. LI 
mean, the ConduR of Arminius himſelf (or, if you pleaſe, of 
Jan Harmin the Firſt), when he was examined for the Leyden 
Profeſſorſhip, A. D. 1603: Take the Account in the Words 
of the Learned and moderate Mr. Hickman. ** He | 4; minius} 
was firſt Tapſter, or Chamberlain, in a Common Ian; 
* from whence, by the Care of ſome Gueſts, who were 
« pleas'd, even to admiration, at his prompt Wat, he was 
«« remov'd and ſet to Schcol. te was maintained there, out 
of the public Treaſury of 4m/ferdam : where, in Proceſs of 
Time, he was, by the Magiſtrates of the City, made 
„ Paſtor —The Learned Junius being dead, Utenbegard 
% thought none o meet to ſuccede him, as Fan Har- 
«« min: but the Helgic Churches knew him too well, to let 
kim eaſily come to ſuch a Place, in which he might in- 
«« fiuence all that were Candidates for the Miniſtry, The 
«« Deputys of the Churches did admoniſh Wenbegard, that 
„he would ceaſe to commend / /u/peted a Man to the Cu- 
* rators of the Univerſity of Leyden. Bat he, too proud to 


«« regard 


£5.38. 
make a Bafis for his Conſequences. Like fome 
wretched Divines, who frft patch up a Syſtem of 
their own, and ben rummage the Bible for ſuch 


Texts, 
* 


— 


— 
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«* regard ſuch Admonitions, defiſted not to commend Armi- 
«« nus: who obtained his Diſmiſſion from Amfterdam, to 
Leyden, on the following Condition; viz. That he ſhould 
«© firſt have a Conference with the Learned Gomarus ; and, 
** in that Conference, by a moſt free and open Declaration 
« of his Opinion,” i. e. of his zeal ſentiments as to Matters of 
Religion, free himſelf from all Suſpicion of Heterodoxy : 
and that he ſhould Pxow1sE, if he had any ſinglar Opinions, 
„ he would not diſcover them” [i. e. not 4//eminate them] 
«** to the Diſturbance of the Churches.—Accordingly, a Con- 
«« ference there was, before the Curators of the Univerſity, 
« and the Deputys of the Synod; in which, Arminius moſt 
4e EXPRESSLY DENY'D and COnNDEMN'D the Opinions of the 
«© Pelagians concerning Grace, Free-will, Original Sin, Per- 
« fection in this Life, Predeſiiration adding, that he ap- 
% proved ALL that Auguſtin and other Fathers had written 
«« againſt Pelagius; PROMISING alſo to read nothing“ [i. e. 
to deliver nothing to his Pupils and other Hearers] “ diſſonant 
to the received Doctrine“ [of Calviniſm]. “ Hereupon, 
„ he was admitted Profeſfor ; and, for ſome. Time, he Ds- 
** FENDED THE DOCTRINE OF THE REFORMED CHURCHES 
in the Point of Chri/”s Satisfaction, Fuſftifying Faith, Juſ- 
1% tifcaticn by Faith, Perſeverance in Faith, Certainty of Sal- 
« vation, and ſuch other Matters, which afterward; he Dt xY'D: 
„and which he THEN“ [viz. at the Time of his defending 
them] “ as is acknowledged by his good Friend Corwinus, 
** MAINTAINED AGAINST HIS CONSCIENCE. He ſeem'd, 
** by all his Carriage, to be One that was 'reſolved not to 
** venture any farther into the Sea, than that he might have 
«© opportunity to ſtep, when he pleaſed, upon the Shore.“ 
(Hickman's Animadverſions on Heylin; P. 93, 94. Edit. 
<a | pong 
Was J a Believer of the Pythagorean Metempſychoſis, I 
ſhould certainly conclude that the Soul of Arminius was tranſ- 
migrated into that particular Syſtem of Fleſh and Blood, 
known by the name of John Weſley. — The Reader, if he 
gs, may ſee ſuome Gleanings of Mr. John's altoniſhing 
cokſiſtencys, in a l tile Tract, drawn up by a 2 
- ; ; - 2290 d | - Han x 
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Texts, as, by the Help of “ a little convenient 
ce Straining,” may ſeem to prop the præ- con- 
ſtructed Babel. I ſhall attend, however, to ſuch 

| | E 2 | Paſſages 


Hand, and juſt publiſh'd, entitled, An Anſauer to ſome Ca- 
© pital Errors contained in Minutes of ſime late Converſations 
&« between the Rev. Mr. Weſley and others.” We have al- 
ready had a Specimen of James againſt Van Harmin, and Yan 
Harmin againit James. Nor does the laſt mention'd Tract 
exhibic a leſs ſtriking Contraſt of Yfley againit Jobn, and 
Jobn againſt Weſley. 

One Word more, reſpecting the Brifol Declaration of Au- 
guſt, 1771. Mr. Weſfley's Prevarication ſeems to have ſur- 
priz'd even the Unbelieving Thomas above mention'd. Wit- 
neſs the following Paſſage of Mr. SuizLEY ( Narrative, P. 16.) 
% One of the” [Lay-] *<* Preachers, namely Mr.” [Mr. “] 
& Thomas Oliver, kept us a long Time in Debate: ſtrenu- 
*« ouſly 0yPos'D the Declaration [T hope he is nat, hike the 
man at Aix la Chapelle, going to give his Image the Slip] 
and, to the laſt, would not conſent to ſign it. He main- 
* tain'd, that our /econd Juſtification (i. e. in the Day of 
judgment) is by Works: and he ſaw, very clearly, that, 
for One that holds that "Tenet, ſolemnly to declare, in the 
««£ Sight of God, that he has 0 Truſt or Confidence but in the 
«© Merits of our Lord and Savior 7% Chrift, for Juſtification, 
or Salvation, in Life, Death, or the Day of Judgement; 
„would be acting neither a confitent, nor an upright Part. 
For, all the Subtiltys of Metaphyſical Diſtinctions can 
„ never reconcile Tenets ſo diametrically oppoſite as Theſe.” 

Query 1. Has Tou the Shoemaker more Learning, or more 
Integrity, than Joan the Prieſt? Which way ſoever the Problem 
be determined; that the Shoe-maker has the Advantage in 
Point of Con//tency, for not going, beyond his Laff, is out of 
all Doubt, 

Query 2. People imagin'd that Mr. Veſſey meant as he ſpoke, 
in the London Minutes of 1770. And moſt People continue to 
believe, that he means now what he ſpoke then; and that he 
ſtill has his mental Reſerves. What Security, therefore, will 
he give the Evangelical World, that he is fincere in the Coun- 
ter-Declaration of 17717 

Query 3. Why 9 Æ thou about fo much, to change thy 
Way ? T hou alis ſhalt be aſban d of Egypt, as then woſt of 
Allyria, Fer. 2. 36. | 


1 28 ] 
Paſſages in my Pamphlet, as Mr, Veſiey alludes 
to. Only I mult premiſe, that I ſhall give them, 
not as they are miſ-quoted by the Calumniator, 
but as they ſtand in the Pamphlet itſelf. 

I have ſaid, that Love, when predicated of God, 
figniſys, his Eternal Benevolence: i. e. His ever- 
laſting Will, Purpoſe, and Determination, to deliver, 
bleſs, und ſave his People. Whereon Mr. Weſley 
thus deſcants: I appeal to all men, whether it 
eis not a natural Confequence even of This, that 
all theſe ſhall be ſaved, do what they will.“ 71 
alſo appeal to every Perſon of Common Honeſty 
and Common Senſe, whether the Man, who would 
with to diſtill ſuch an infamous Conſequence from 
ſo innocent a Paragraph, be not defective either 

in Senſe or Honeſty ? Does not God's Determina- 
tion to deliver his People, include and enſure their 
Deliverance (among other Evils) from the reign- 

ing Power and Dominion of S1N ? Is it not his Will 4 
to bleſs them, turning away every one of them 
om their  Iniquitys? Acts 3. 26. Does not the 
Son of God condeſcend to bear the gracious name 
of JESUS, becauſe he ſaves and ſhall ſave his 
People from their Sins, both as to Guilt, Domi- 
nion, and Puniſhment ? Matth. 1. 21.——lIs it pol- 
ſible that a man who has read, and who believes, 
ſuch Texts as Thefe, ſhould {till dare to perſiſt in 
bawling, without End, The Elect ſhall be ſaved, 
do what they will?” That the Elect ſhall in- 
fallibly be /aved, is a Truth as certain as the 
Word and the * Oath of God can make it. But 
then it is equally true, that, in order to the even- 
tual Accompliſhment of that Salvation in the 
next 
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Zul. 54. 9. Heb. 6. 17, 18, 
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next world, Grace is given them in This, to pre- 
ſerve them (and preſerve them it does) from doing 
the Evil they otherwiſe would. Vom God did 
foreknow (or fore-love), He alſo did predeſtimate ; 
To What? To be“ ſaved, do what they will?“ 
No, ſurely : but to be confornd to the Spiritual 
and Moral Image of His Son, Rom. 8. 29. And 
- This is all the Election which Calviniſm (or, to 
ſpeak more properly, Seripturiſm) contends for: 
even a Predeſtination to Holineſs and Heaven.—It 
may here, perhaps, be objected, That “ the Doc- 
e trine of Predeſtination even to Holineſs itſelf 
„ may tend to relax the Nerves of human Dili- 
<« gence in the Perſuit of that Holineſs to which 
men may ſuppoſe themſelves predeſtinated.” I 
utterly deny the Doctrine to have any ſuch Ten- 
dency. And I deny it, on Scripture Warrant. 
The ſame Apoſtle Peter, who declares that the 
People of God were elected unto Obedience; exhorts 
thoſe very People to give all Diligence to make 
their Calling and Election undoubted; or to render 
it evidentially ſure, by advancing in Sanctification, 
and working the Works of God: a Direction this, 
which the Apoſtle (or, rather, the Holy Spirit by 
him) would never have given, had the Doctrine of 
abſolute Election been ſubverſive of Induſtry and 
Endeavors on the Part of Man, 

Mr. Veſiey himſelf, amidſt all his Pretenſion to 
the contrary, ſees thro* the ſhameleſs Fallacy of 
his own Conſequence. Witneſs the following Paſ- 
ſage: All theſe,“ i. e. all God's People, . all be 
« ſaved, do what tbey will. You may ſay, Ob, but 
« they will do ONLY what is oo. Beit ſo. Yet 
* the Conſequence ſtands.” In oppoſition to every 
Part of this puerile Paragraph, I ſhould, r. Be 
glad to know, what Calviniſt ever aſſerted, that 

God's 
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God's People . will do only what is good?” A. 
giddy Perfectioniſt, indeed, might expreſs himſelf 
in that Manner: but none who have been led into 
the Knowledge of God, of His Lau, or of Them- 
ſelves. "Tho? we are Aſſertors of real, we are ne- 
vertheleſs Denyers of perfect, Sanctification on 
Earth. But, 2. Suppoſing we even believ'd that 
true Saints will“ do any what is good; would it 
{till follow, that they ſhall be ſaved without Sancti- 
fication? I ſhould rather imagine, that (fo far 
from being unſanctiſy d) the Men, who were to 
do only what is good,” muſt have been firſt 
completely ſanEtity'd : elſe, the Effect would riſe 
higher than the Cauſe.—According, therefore, to 
Mr. Weſley's Logic, perfect Sanitification, evidenc'd 
by doing ONLY that which is good, is but another 
Phraſe for no S$an#ification at all, and for Trampling 
all God's Commandments under foot! A Reciproca- 
tion this, which, by the Way, falls very heavy on 
ſuch of his own Followers as ſet up for Sinleſs 
Perfection: who, Mr. Wefley himſelf being Judge, 
are neceſſarily a Pack of arraxt Antinomians. This, 
however, is a Conſeguence from his Premiſſes, 
which the ſhort-ſighted Arminian did not diſcern. 
It now meets him full in the Face. See it he 
muſt: and he may joſtle by it as well as he can.— 
Doſt thou not think, Reader, that the Logicran, 
who thus reciprocates the moſt contrary and in- 
convertible Ideas ; who calls Evil good, and Good 
evil, putting Light for Darkneſs, and Darkneſs 
for Light; muſt be moſt exquiſitely -qualify'd to 
{et up for a Diſtiller of Conſequences ? 
Senſible of having, hitherto, produc'd nothing 
to his Purpoſe; the Arminian is for preſſing a freſh 
Paragraph of mine into the ſervice of his Conſe- 


guence. But, eer it would even /eem to counte- 
| nance 


N 
nance the Idea he meant it ſhould convey, he found 
it expedient to give the Paſſage a little needfull 
Pruning, and more than a little Alteration. To 
judge of this, Let us contraſt my Paragraph with 
bis Quotation. | | 


Predeſtination, as re- | * Predeſtination, as 
lating to the Ele only, | «© relating to the Elect, 
is that Eternal, uncondi- | is that irreverſible Act 
tional, particular, and ir- | of the Divine Will, 
reverſible A of the Di- | © whereby God deter- 
vine Will, whereby, in] min'd to deliver a cer- 
matchleſs Love and ador- | © tain number of Men 
able Sovereignty, God de-. from Hell.” Weſley's 
termin'd within Himſelf Quotation. 
to deliver à certain num- 
ber of Adam's degenerate 
Offspring, out of that 
SINFULL and miſerable 
Eſtate, into which, by 
his primitive Tranſgreſ- 
fron, they were to fall. 
Tranſl. of Zanch. P. 46. 


| 


The ſubſtituting of © Mex” abſolute, for Adam's 
DEGENERATE offspring : and the changing of fnfu! 
and miſerable Eſtate into “ Hell,” may, at firſt 
view, ſeem unimportant Alterations. But Mr. 
Wefley has long ſince declar'd himſelf averſe to 
e altering for altering's Sake.” And, herein, I be- 
lieve him. He had an End to ſerve, in thus ſnap- 
ing my words to his Purpoſe. For, tho* Men, and 
the depenerate offspring of Adam, are convertible 
Terms; yet, in the preſent Argument, the Terms 
require ſome Diſtinction. Election, as ſtated and 
defined in Zanchius, conſiders Adam's offspring, 

| not 
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not merely as Mex; but, complexly, as degenerate, 
It was therefore diſhoneltly artfull in the Pelagian, 
to omit an Epithet, which 1s of ſuch Conſequence, 
2s to give the Specific Tinge to the whole Defini- 
tion. Zanchy was a Sub-lapſarian : and ſo is his 
Tranſlator. Let the Pelagian, with whom I am 
contending, learn, at leaſt in his old Age, to repre- 
ſent Men and Things as they ARE. If his Fingers 
tingle to fall foul on the Supra-Lapſarians, let him 
indulge his Fingers, as ſoon as he pleaſes. There 
are Worthies, in that ſentiment, who are able to 
make Mr. Weſley look about him, and to bid the. 
Tingling ſhift from his Fingers to his Head. 

Perverfion and Falſfication are eſſential Figures 
in this man's Rhetoric, Juſt Repreſentation will 
not ſquare with his views. Whence, in order to 
ſupport his outrageous ſlander, that © the Elect 
„ ſhall be ſaved, "do what they will;“ he varys 
and caſtrates the Definition he pretends to quote, 
and only affirms me to have declar'd, that Predeſ- 
tination is God's determining will “ to deliver a 
« certain number of men from Hell.“ Predeſti- 
nation includes a great deal more, Let us have 
no ſhifting of the Terms. My Expreſſion was, 
To deliver them from their $INFULL and miſerable 
£Eftate: i. e. to make them inchoatively Hoh, in 
order to their being inchoatively and finally Happy. 
Now, can any reaſonable man ſuppoſe, that Deli- 
verance FROM Sin is but another name for Continu- 
ance ix Sin? yet this muſt be not only ſappos'd, 
but proved, e er it can be fairly alledg'd, that upon 
the Principle of abſolute Predeſtination, „the 
« Elect ſhall be ſaved, do chat they will.” 

Nor is that monſtrous Concluſion at all more 
_ inferrible from the following Paſſage, cited alſa by 


this Forger of Conſequences : Not one of the Elect 
| can 


( 33 ] 
tan periſh; but they muſt All, neceſſarily, be ſaved.* 
Here, the Pelagian laſhes himſelf into Rage, and 
aſks, with no Tmall Emotion, Can am afſert this, 
« and yet deny the Conſequence?” I anſwer, Yes; 
Chriſt Himſelf afferted it, without ſo much as en- 
tering a Caveat againſt any ſuch deteſtable Infe- 
rences: and a Caveat Chriſt world have enter'd, 
had the Inference been deducible. This is the Fa- 
ther's will, who hath ſent me, that of All which He 
hath given me I ſhould loſe nothing + John 6. 39.— 
I give unto them Eternal Life, and they ſpall never 
periſh ; John 10. 28.—Father, I will that they alſo, 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where I am, 
that they may behold my Glory: John 17: 24. Well, 
therefore, might the Apoſtle throw a Gauntlet of 
Univerſal Defiance, and aſk, F Cd be for us, who 
ran be againſt us? who ſhall lay any Thing to the 
charge of God's Ele? wwbo is be that condemns ? 
who ſhall Separate us from the Love of Chriſt? 
Rom. 8. 41—35. Now, if it be the Father's N ill, 
that Chriſt ſhould loſe gone of his Elect ; if Chriſt 
Himſelf, in Conſequence of their Covenant-Dona- 
tion to Him, does actually give unto them erernal 
life, and ſolemnly avers that they ſhall zever periſþ ; 
if God be fo for them, than none can hinder their 
Salvation; if nothing can be laid to their charge 
if they cannot be condemn'd, and nought ſhall e- 
| parate them from the Love of Chriſt; it clearly 
and inevitably follows, that Not one of the Ele# 
can periſh, but they muſt All, neceſſarily, be ſaved. 
Which Salvation conſiſts as much in the Recovery 
of Moral Rectitude below, as in the enjoyment 


of Eternal Bleſſedneſs above. | 
| F I have 
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* Detr. of Als. Prad. p. 62. 
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I have follow'd Mr. John through his firſt Pair 
of Conſequences; which (together with their Fa- 
bricator) I have ſhewn to be utterly void of Judge- 
ment, Strength, and Truth. Let me now advert 
to the Third pretended. Conſequence : 
III. < The Reprobate ſoall be damned, do what 
& they.can.” 

One would almoſt imagine, that none BuT a Re- 
probate could be capable of advancing a Poſition 


ſo execrably ſhocking. Surely, it muſt have coſt 


even Mr. Veſiey much, both of Time and Pains, 
to invent the Idea, and to find ſuitable Language 


for it's Clothing! This, however, I make no 


ſcruple to declare, That, be his Inventions eaſy or 
laborious, few Men's Invention ever ſunk deeper 
into the Deſpicable, launch'd wider into the Horrid, 
or went farther in the Prophane. The Satanic 
Guilt of the Perſon, who could excogitate, and 

ubliſh to the world, a Poſition like That; baf-- 
bes all Power of Deſcription, and is only to be 
exceded (if excedable) by the Satanic Shameleſineſs 
which dares to lay the black Poſition at the Door 
of other men. Let us examine, whether any 
Thing, occurring in Zanchius, could juſtly furniſh 
this wretched Defamer with Materials for a De- 
duction ſo truly Infernal. 

I am aware, indeed, that a perverſe Mind, like a 
deprav'd Conſtitution, 1s capable of Corrupting 
(ſo far as Itſelf is concern'd) even Cordials into 
Poyſon. The very Things which ſhould have been 
for their Health, are, to 5 Perſons, an occaſion 5 
Falling. Inſtances of this kind (if final) are the 
moſt awfull Comment on that tremendous Decree 
of Præterition, whereof the Scriptures ſo largely 
and lo ſtrongly ſpeak. God Almighty grant, tha 
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Mr. We:fy may not, himſelf,” be a Seal to the 
Truth of this Remark. 

In rummaging the Treatiſe he pretends to quote, 
he, no Doubt, fix'd his Claw on thoſe Paſſages, 
which, he imagin'd, were moſt capable of mis-in- 
terpretation. Before I introduce them here, I beg 
the Reader's Permiſſion to premiſe a few general 
obſervations, which have a cloſe connection with 
the ſubject, | | 

The Two Capital objections (to which, perhaps, 
all others are Nucl againſt the Decree of Non- 
Election, are drawn, One from the Juſtice, the Other" 
from the Mercy, of God. Both theſe objections 1 
ſhall endeavor to conſider, in their utmoſt Force. 

1. JusTIcE conſiſts in Rendering to every man his 
Due. The ſuppos'd IAujuſtice, therefore, of Præter. 
ition, turns on this Queſtion, < Whether God 
& 75, Or is not, a DzBTOR to Man?“ I more than 
imagine, that He is not a Debtor to any Man. He 
owes no man the leaſt of all his Favors : and, in- 
deed, his Bleſſings could not be calPd Favors, if 
Man could claim them in a way of Debt. bo 
hath prevented ME, [1. e. been befcre-hand with 
me in any good Thing] that I ſhould repay him. ?* 
Even thoſe whom He hath made r:zhteous, are un- 
able to earn or merit the ſmalleſt temporal, ſpi- 
ritual, or eternal Benefit at His Hands : If thou be 
righteous, what giveſt thou Him? or what receiveth 
HE. of thy band? Job 35. 11. Much leſs can the 
Wicked (with whom alone Reprobation has any 
Thing to do) lay their Maker under obligation to 
fave them. If it can be proved, that He owes 
Salvation to every rational Being He has made; 
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then, and then only, will it follow, that God is 
grjuſt in not paying this Debt of Salvation to Each 
of his reaſonable Creatures. But, on the con- 
trary, if God, inſtead of being an Univerſal 
Debtor (as Arminianiſm ſuppoſes Him to be,) is, 
Himſelf, the Univerſal Creditor, who beneficently 
lends every earthly, and munificently beftows every 
Celeſtial Happineſs, according to the Riches of his 
own free, ſovereign, unmerited Bounty , what ſha» 
dow of Irjuftice can be faſten'd on His Conduct, 
for, in ſome Caſes, withe/ding what He does not 
owe? The objection, therefore (if it may be dig- 
nify'd by that name), being founded on a MISTAKEN 
Principle, evaporates into Air. 

Beſides : the Cavil will EE as ſtrongly 
againſt limited Salvation (let it's Limitation be ſup- 
pos'd to ariſe from what Cauſe it will,) as againſt 
the Limiting Decree. For I defy any man to ſhew, 
in what ſingle reſpect the aFual Limitation of Hap- 
_ Pineſs itſelf is a jot more juſt and equitable (ia a 
Being poſſeſs'd of infinite Power), than the decre- 
tive Limitation of the Perſons who ſhall enjoy that 
Happineſs... Till Mr, Weſley can demonttrate, 
that every man 7s HAPPY in this Life; and that 
every man ſhall be ſo in the Life to come; the Ar- 
gument, reſulting from the plauſible Topic of Di- 
vine Fuſtice, will never reach the Merits of the 
Caſe. If God 1s indebted to ſome Men, why not to 
All? and if he owe Salvation to all men, why will 
He condemn any Man at laſt ? ſhould it be ſaid, that 
© Some Men will not permit God to pay them their 
“ Debt of Salvation, and, by their own Mis- 
te behavior, diſqualify themſelves from receiving 
4 iꝗt;“ 1 anſwer, That, to talk of Man's not per- 
mitting God to be juſt, is aſſuming a Principle that 
FR | be allow'd. God can never be over-ruPd 
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Gy Man, *till Man is /uperior to God: Not to 
add, that the Arminian Hypotheſis of Men bein 
God's Creditors, reſts (if it has any Thing to — 
upon) on the natural Claim to Happineſs, where- 
with Man is ſuppos'd to be inveſted, in Right of 
in voluntary Creatureſbip: He derives his Exiſtence 
from God, and therefore (ſays Arminianiſm) God 
is Bound to make that Exiſtence happy. Admit 
but this, and Univerſal Salvation comes in with a 
full Tide. There can be none, no, not One, to 
whom the Judge will or can fay at the final Audit, 
Depart from Mz, I know you not, ye workers of Ini- 
uity. For, even thoſe, who live and dye in their 
— are certainly God's Creatures: and if God 
owe Salvation to all his Creatures as ſuch, even the 
Workers of Iniquity will and mult be ſaved, or God 
muſt ceaſe to be juſt. Who ſees not, that the Ar- 
minian Scheme, if probed to the Bottom, opens, 
by neceſſary Conſequence, _ the Flood- gates of 
practical Licentiouſneſs ; and, with all it's Pretences 
to good Works, is, in Reality, but varniſd' d Antino- 
mianiſm ? It ſays, in Effect, . Every man ſhall be 
« ſaved, do what he will: no man ſhall be con- 
« dernn'd, do what he can. Let narrow-ſpirited 
« Calviniſts ceaſe to do evil and learn ts do well. 
„Let gloomy Predeſtinarians inſiſt, that <w/thout 
% Holineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord; and fondly 
« dream, that San#ity and Salvation are indiſſolu- 
* bly connected. But let US, che liberal Diſci- 
„ ples of Arminius, act on a more expanded Plan. 
„ Every Son of Adam is God's Creature: and 
every Creature of God is good. We are all 
* 1ndu'd with independent Frecwill. Our Maker 
Loves every man alike. His Juſtice will not 
* ſuffer him to reject any of us. Eipecially, ſee- 
* 1ng we are all Redeem'd, one as well as another. 
| "PIR «I or 
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Let us, therefore, take our Eaſe, eat, drink, and 
« be merry: and to-morrow ſhall be as this Day, 
& and much more abundant.” 
This is the true Language of Arminiani/m, tho? 
not of all Armenians. *Tis the natural Conſe- 
uence of the Scheme itſelf, tho* many, who em- 
brace the Scheme, are not aware of the Conſe. 
uence, ou may ſay, Oh, but no man ſhall 
«© Actually be ſaved, tho' Salvation is his Due, ex- 
« cept he perform certain Conditions.“ This is no 
better than a very thin Evaſion: a mere Barrel, 
thrown out for the Amuſement of the Whale, to 
keep him in play, and make him loſe ſight of the 
Ship. Permit me to aſk, Is Salvation due to a 
Man who does not perform thoſe Conditions? If 
you ſay, Yes; you jump, Hand over Head, into 
what you yourſelf call Antinomianiſin.— If you ſay, 
that Salvation is net due to a Man, unleſs he 
& 40 fullfill the Conditions ;” it will follow, r. 
That Man's own Performances are meritorious of 
Salvation, and bring God Himſelf into Debt: 2. 
That Man, as a Creature of God, is not entitled to 
Salvation; and that God, as the Creator of Man, 
is not therefore BounD to fave the Men He has 
created. | 
There is no poſſible Alternative. Either God 
is oblig d, in Juſtice, to fave Mankind; or, He is 
not. If He be, it muſt be the Vorts of men that 
lay Him under the obligation. If He be zo, then 
neither is He unjuſt in paſing by ſome Men: nay, 
He might, had He fo pleas'd, have paſſed by the 
" WnrorEz of Mankind, without Electing any one In- 
dividual of the fallen Race; and yet have conti- 
nu'd inviolably Holy, , and good. 
Let us perſue the Argument a little farther; 


and deſcend to Inſtances, rather more familiar: 
8 cven 
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even to God's Providential Dealings with Men in 
the preſent Life. If Eternal Felicity be due to 
every Man without Exception; Surely, temporal 
Felicity muſt be their Due likewiſe: if they have 
a Right to the greater, their claim to the 4% can 
hardly be doubted. If the Omnipotent is zy'd and 
bound, on Penalty of becoming unjuſt, to do all He 
can to make every Individual happy in the next 
Life; He muſt be equally bound to render every 
Individual happy in his. But are all men happy P. 
Look round the World, and ſay yes if you can.— 
Is the Creator, therefore, unjuſ# ? none but Satan 
would ſuggeſt it: none but his Echoes will affirm 
it. The Lord is a God of Truth, and without Ini- 
guity : juſt and right is He. Let is it in the Power: 
of Omnipotence to baniſh Miſery from the Uni- 
verſe. He could even have totally Hinder d it's 
Acceſs. But, as the Event demonſtrates (and 
what ſpeaks louder than Fast?) It was not His 
Will. He allows, and reſolv'd to allow (for Infinite 
Wiſdom does nothing 7gnorantly and undefienedly) 
it's Entrance, Progreis, and Continuance. Sift the 
Point ever ſo cloſely, and canvaſs the Argument 
ever ſo nicely, you will ind it extremely difficult, 
(may I not ſay, impaſſible?) to point out the Dif- 
ference between Permiſſion and Defign, in a Being 
poſſeſs'd (as God moſt certainly 1s) of unlimited 
Wispou and unlimited Power. I am far from 
affirming, that there 1s no Difference between them: 
I only ſay, that it would non-plus all the Sagacity 
of Man, ſhould we atttempt clearly ro ſhew, 
wherein the Difference lyes. | 
Is the conſtituted Order of Things myſterious ? 
Impenetrably lo. Yet the Myſteriouſneſs of God's 
Diſpenſations evinces, not the 7z;aſtice of the So- 
reign Diſpenſer; but the Shallowneſs of Human 
Com 
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Comprehenſion, and the Shortneft of Human 
Sight. Let us, then, by embracing and revering 
the Scripture Doctrines of Predeſtination and Pro- 
vidence, give God Credit for _ infinitely wiſe, 
uſt, and good; tho', for the preſent, His Way is 
in the Deep, and His Paths in the great Waters, 
end His Footſteps are not known. 

I ſhould imagine, that very few, even of the 
Arminians themſelves, will venture to deny the real 
Inequality of Providential Diſtributions below: 
ſince, to deny That, would be to contravene the 
firſt Principles of Reaſon, and the indiſputable 
voice of Fact and Obſervation. Will the Armi- 
nians therefore pronounce the Great Father of all, 
&njuft, becauſe He does not make all his Offspring 
equally rich, good, and happy? *Tis impoſlible 
to ſtave back the horrid Conſequence, if He is 
bound(and He certainly has Power ) to prevent every 
Evil, both natural and moral; which yet he does 
not. Sin, Pain, Affliction, Grief, Diſeaſe, and 
Death, in twice ten Thouſand Forms, lay waſte 
Mankind. Nay, there is a Whole World of Apoſ- 
tate Angels, who are baniſh'd from God, and ſuf- 


fer without reſpite and without Hope.“ Yet the 
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® « Tt may be obſerved,” ſays a great Divine, ** that we 
« can hear and read of the Non- election and Reje&ion of An- 
« gelt, with very little Emotion of Mind; The Devils may 
« be caſt down to Hell, to be everlaſtingly damned, and be 
«« appointed thereto; and it gives no great Concern. No hard 
« Thoughts againt God arue, no Charge of Cruelty, Inju/+ 
«< tice, and want of Kindn:/+ to his Creatures and Offspring. 
„But, when any Thing of this Kind rs hinted at with reſpe& 
« to any of the apoſtate Sons of Azam, preſently there is an 
% out-cry againſt it, and [objettions _ Ne are 
« ſuggelled. The Reaſon is, becauſe the Laster | viz. the Non- 
election of ſome Men] comes nearer home. Tis owing to 
% Partiality 
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DztTy could have put à Negative upon all This: 
The ſame Effectual Grace, which preſerv'd the 
Ele& Angels from falling, could have preſerv'd 
the reſt, and have preſented the Whole Choir 
faultleſs before the Preſence of His Glory with eu- 
ceding Foy. It could, likewiſe, have precluded the 
Tranſgreſſion of Adam, and all it's (ſeemingly diſ- 
mal) Conſequences. Or, Man being fallen, the 
ſame converting Energy, which retrieves /ome Sin- 
ners to God, is able to retrieve all. What ſhall 
we ſay; then, to theſe Things? They can only be 
accounted for on the grand Principle of God's ab- 
ſolute Sovereignty, who doth accoRDING To Hits 
WILL in the Armys of Heaven and among the In- 
babitants of the Earth, i. e. who is the uncontroul- 
able Diſpoſer of Angels and of Men; and none can 
ftay His Hand, or ſay unto Him What doft Thou ? 
Dan. 4. 33. Our Lord alſo teaches us this im- 
portant Leſſon : even ſo, Father, for ſo it feemeth 
good in thy Sight : Matth. 11. 26. 

The King of Great Britain has an unlimited 
Right of Peerage. He might, if ſuch was his 
Pleaſure, ennoble every Family in His Domimions, 
Will Any be ſo weak and perverſe, as to charge 
him with Zyranmy and Injuſtice, only becauſe it is 
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te Partiality to ourſelves, our nature; and our Race. Whereas 
far greater Severity, if it may be ſo called, is exerciſed on 
« fallen AxcELs, than on allen Mx. God has not ſpared 
ene of the Angels that ſinned ; has provided zo Savior for 
te Them ; nor ſo much as given them the Man of Grace: 
«© while not only a Savior is provided fot fallen Men, and 
* Means of Grace allow'd them; but Thouſands, and Ten 
% Theuſands, Millions and Millions of them are savED, by the 
„ abundant Mercy and Grace of God thro' Chriſt.” 

Dr. GiLL's Body of Divinity; Vol: 1. P. 31g. 
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not his Vill, tho' it is in his Power, to make all 
his Subjects Neblemen ? | 

But I ſhall be told, perhaps, That, allowing 

«© God to act as a Sovereign, in his Diſpoſal of 
„ earthly Benefits; this will not prove his acting 
«'on the ſome Principle, in His Diſtribution of 
« heavenly Bleſſings: ſince, between Things tem- 
&« poral, and Things eternal, the Proportion will 
“ not hold.“ I anſwer, (1.) Things eternal are 
as much at His Diſpoſal, as things temporal. God 
is either Sovereign of all Things, or of nothing. 
His Empire is undivided: and from His Domi- 
nion nothing is excepted. Nor, indeed, if Things 
ſpiritual and everlaſting were not His, could 
He be ſaid to give them to His People: which He 
is, every where in Scripture, affirm'd to do. (2.) 
I grant, that Time and Eternity are, in themſclves, 
by no means, parallel, or commenſurate. Yet, if 
God were unjuſt, in not 3 one Man as well 
as another to eternal Happineſs; the old Conſe- 
quence (already mentioned) would follow too, viz. 
That He muſt be proportionably unjuſt, in not or- 
daining all men to abſolute Happineſs here on 
Earth, For, Miſery, tho' endur'd but for a year, 
or for a Life-Time, is, in it's 6w# nature, and for 
the Time being, as truly Miſery, as it would be, if 
. ever ſo long. The v guale is the ſame, 
owever the r diu may vary, And God can no 
more ceaſe to be juſt, for a year, or for a man's 
Life-Time; than He can ceaſe to be juſt for a 
Century, or for ever. By the ſame Rule that He 
can, and does, without any Impeachment of His 
Moral Attributes, permit any one Being to be mi- 
ſerable for a moment; He may permit that Being 
to be miſerable for a much longer Time: and fo on, 
ad inſinitum: ſince, as was obſery'd but now, He 
| can 
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can no more be unjuſt for a ſingle Moment, than 
He can be unjuſt; for ever. 

Will Mr. Weſley deny that there is ſuch a Thing 
as temperal Evil, ſo called? He mult firſt renounce 
his ſenſ-s—or, admiting the Exiſtence of it, will he 
exempt it from the Providence of God? will he ſay, 
that it happens (as Cicero affirms Milo's ſervants 
to have ſain Cledius, 4 neque imperante, neque 
ſciente, neque præſente Domino), God neither 

ordaining it, nor IN it, nor being ſo much as 
preſent? This would be Atheiſm. For, it any 
Thing can come to paſs, in Contrariety either to 
God's Knowledoe, or his Will; it muſt ariſe from 
a Defect of Wiſdom, of Poter, or of Goodneſs : 
and, to ſuppoſe God deficient in Theſe, would be 
tantamount to ſuppoſing, that there is u God at 
all. 

I conbluds; then, that the Quantity of what is 
called ſecular Evil, is conſiderably great; and 
That every man comes in for his allotted Share of 
it, more or leſs, and in one K ind or other:* That 
this, however, does not ariſe from Detect of i 
dom in God; for He could have ſo drawn the Plan, 
and have ſa conducted it's Execution, as to have 
effectually precluded all Evil whatever. Nor from 
Defect of Vigilance; for not an Hair can fall from 
our Heads, without his Appointment, Leave, and 
Notice. Nor from Defect of Power; for all ſe- 
cond Cauſes are totally and conſtantly dependent 
on Him, both for Exiſtence, Activity, and Effectu- 
oſity. Nor from Defect of Fuſtice; for he is & Holy 
in all His Ways, and righteous in all His Works.” 
yet, tho all-wiſe, all-vigilant, alt powerful and al/- 
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Hence, viz. from it's univerſa! Dif akon below, it ſeems 
to have acquir'd the name of natural Evil. 
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juſt; He yzrMITS, and has for near fix Thouſand 
years permitted, theReignof natural Evil. Upon the 
ſame Principle, might He not extend it's Reign to 
a ſtill greater, yea, to an inconceivable Length? 
might he not even draw it out to a never-ending 
Duration? He might: or this blaſphemous and 
contradictory Conſequence (a Conſequence, which, 
I wonder Mr. Weſley never added to his others) 
muſt and will be indemoliſhable, That Infinite 
Juſtice has acted unjuſtly ever ſince the Fall of Sa- 
tan and his Angels, and of Adam and his Sons. 
Should it be urg'd, that “ Moral Evil, or the 
* Tranſgreſſion of Angels and of Man, was the 
producing Cauſe of all the natural Evil to which 
they have been liable ever fince;” this will be 
urging no more than what every Calviniſt admits, 
But ſtill the old Difficulty (a Difficulty which Ar- 
minianiſm will never ſolve while Heaven and Earth 
remain)—the old Difficulty ſtill ſurvives : How 
came Moral Evil to be permitted, when it might as 
eafily have been binder d, by a Being of 1neinITE 
GOODNESS, POWER, and WI8DOM ? Natural Evil is 
but the Fruit of Moral: and, had God not per- 
mitted the latter, the former could not have ex- 
ited, * Oh, but he indu'd Adam with Free- 
will,” True. But did not He, whoſe Underſtand- 
ing is infinite,* pre-diſcern all the Conſequences of 
that Endow ment, and fore-know whither Adam's. 
Free-will would lead him, and what uſe he would 
make of it? And could not God have indu'd him 
with ſuch Holy Strength of Will, as would have 
infallibly /ecur'd his Perſeverance in Rectitude and 
Happineſs? „Oh, but then Adam would not 
cc have 
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* have been a free-Agent.” Indeed but he would, 
God himſelf is a Free- Agent, tho* His Will is ne- 
ceſſarily, unchangeably, and ingly determined to 
Good, and to Good only. So are the Elect Au- 
gels. So are the glorify'd Souls of Saints departed, 
And ſo will both Angels and Saints be, when Time 
is over. And ſo might Adam have been, had God 
pleas d to have fo created him. He might have 
been made invariably Holy, and his Agency yet 
have continu*d free. 

God it, and cannot but be, inviolably juſt, a- 
midſt all the ſufferings of fallen Angels and fallen 
Men, involuntary Beings as they are. And, if 
His Juſtice is unviolated, amidſt all they have 
ſaffer'd, and many of the latter do ſuffer (tho* God 
could have prevented the Whole, both Root and 
Branch); conſequently, He will continue to be 
Juſt, in all they are yet to ſuffer. And, if fo, 
what becomes of the Objection; to God's Decree 
of Præterition, drawn from the Article of Auf- 
tice ? | 

2. And what becomes of Mercy?” This I 
ſhall next enquire. 

Mercy is conſiderable under a two-fold view: 
as it is an Attribute id Gd; And, as it is EXER- 
CISED toward Men.—AS an Attribute iz God, 
Mercy is infinite; as all His Attributes ate and 
muſt be: becauſe they neceſſarily co-incide with 
His Eſſence. But Mercy, conſider'd in the Exer- 
ciſe of it, is neither neceſſarily nor actually Infi- 
nite. As God's forbearing to create more Worlds 
than He has, is no Impeachment of His Omnipe- 
tence; ſo, His forbearing to ſave as many as He 
might, 1s no Impeachment of His infinite Mercy. 
I have touch'd this ſubject elſe where. Let me for 
once quote myſelf. < Goodneſs, conſider'd as it is 
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in God, would have been juſt the ſame Infinite and 
Glorious Attribute, ſuppoſing u Rational Beings 
had been created at all, or. ſaved when created, 
To which may be added, that the Goodneſs of the 
Deity does not ceaſe td be infinite in itſelf, only 


becauſe it js more extended to ſome objects than it 


is to others. The Infinity of this Perfection, as 
reſiding in God and Coinciding with his Eſſence, 


zs ſufficiently ſecur'd, without ſuppoſing it to reach, 


indiſcriminately, to all the Creatures He has made. 
For, was that Way of Reaſoning to be admitted, 
it would lead us too far, and prove too much: 
ſince, if the Inſinity of His Goodneſs is to be eſti- 
mated, by the Number of Objects, upon which it 
terminates; there muſt be an abſolute, proper In- 
finity of reaſonable Beings to terminate that Good- 
neſs upon. Conſequently, it would follow, from 
ſuch Premiſſes, either, That the Creation is as truly 
infinite as the Creator; or, if otherwiſe, That the 
Creator's Goodneſs could not be infinite, becauſe it 
has not an Infinity of Objects to make happy.” If, 
therefore, the Decree of Reprobaticn be exploded, 
on Account of it's imaginary Incompatibility with 
Divine Mercy; we mult, upon the fame Principle, 
charge God with want of Goodneſs in almoſt every 
Part of His relative Conduct. Arminians would 
do well to conſider, to what tremendous Lengths |. 
their Doctrine carrys them. There is no Way of 
ſolidly aſſerting Eternal Providence,” and of 
juſtifying the Ways of God with Men;“ but upon 
this grand Datum, That the Exerciſe of His o. 
Infinite Mercy is regulated by the voluntary Deter- 
minations of His own moſt wiſe and ſovereign Plea- 


fare. 
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furt. Allow but this rational, ſcriptura! (and, 
ſhould think, incontrovertible) Propoſition; and 
every Cavil, grounded on the chimærical Unmer- 
cifulneſs of Non- Election, ceaſes even to be plau- 
ſible. 

But what if, after all, that very Cruelty, which 
Mr. Weſley pretends to charge on Calviniſm, be 
found really chargeable on Arminianiſm ? I pledge 
myſelf to prove this, in it's proper Place, before 
I conclude this Tract. N 

In the mean while, I am all Attention to thoſe 
Paſſages, which he cites from me, in affected Sup- 
port of his own horrible Theſis, that“ The Repro- 
« bate ſhall be damned do what tbey can.” The 
Paſſages are Eight. 

1. When Hatred is in Scripture] aſcribd to God, 
it implys, (1) a Negation of Benevolence; or, a Re- 
ſolution not to have Mercy on ſuch and ſuch Men: 
—(2.) It denotes Diſpleaſure and Diflike —(3.) Ut 
frgnifies a poſitive Will to deſtroy the Reprobate Fox 
THEIR SINS.* This, ſays the Pelagian, is“ damning 
* Men do what they can:“ as if, in puniſhing the 
Wicked for the Sins they have committed, God 
condem'd them for endeavoring to become 
good! An Inference, ſo flatly contrary both to the 
Premiſſes and to Common Senſe, could only 
flow from ſuch a Pen as that of Mr. Weſley. This, 
even this is the Man, who has compiPd a three- 
penny Tract to explain the Rules of Logic !—Asg 
to what is ſaid of Eau, till the Pelagian can 
prove (which I defy him to do), that Eſau did all 
be could to be ſaved, the Conſequence will not hold 
even as to him. 

2. Re- 
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87 7 Reprobation denotes, citber, (I.) God's eternal 
Preterition of fome Men, when He choſe others to 
Glory; and His Predeſtination of them [viz. in a 
Way of Permiſſion} to fill up the Meaſure of their 
Tniquitys, and then to receive the juſt Puniſhment of 
their Crimes: or, (2.) It may likewiſe ſignify, God's 
forbearing to call by His Grace, thoſe whom He hath 
thus ordained to Condemnation.* According to this 
ſimple and Scriptural State of the Caſe, Reproba- 
tion is for the moſt Part, a Thing purely negative: 
and conſiſts in God's not Chuſing ſome to Glory, 
and not Calling them by Grace. Even His re- 
ſolving to let Such ii up the Meaſure of their Ini- 
guitys (which, by and by, we ſhall find to be a 
Scripture-Phraſe), has, ſo far as God is concern'd, 
more in it of Negation, than of Paſitivity: and is 
only tantamount to this, That the Ungodly take 
Advantage of the non-Interference of Grace, to fol- 
low the corrupt Dictates of their own Hearts, ſo 
far as they are not reſtrain'd by Providence. | 
And now what Hurt is there, in this view of 
the Argument? Is it not a Fact, verity'd by every 
Day's Obſervation? We ſee and hear of Evil 
committed continually, But, if Effectual Grace 
did interfere, that Evil would t be committed. 
Yet is God, in no ſenſe, the Author of Sin.—If I 
am acquainted with an indigent neighbor, and have 
it in my Power to enrich him, but do it not; am E 
the Author of that man's Poverty, only for re- 
- ſolving to permit him, and for actually permitting 
him, to continue poor? Am I blameable for his 
Poverty, becauſe I do not give him the utmoſt J 
am able? Similar is the Caſe now in Debate. 
| Ever 
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Ever ſince the Fall of Adam, Mankind are, by 
nature, ſpiritually poor. Was God 94lig'd either 
to keep them from becoming ſo? or is He oblig d 
to re-eurich them afterwards, with the Bleſſings of 
Grace and Glory? I have proved already, that God 
is not a Debtor to his Creatures. Vo then, and 
what art thou, O man, that replyeſs againſt God : ? 
Shall the Thing formed ſay unto Him that formed it, 
WHY haſt thou made me thus? Hath not the Potter 
Power over the Clay, to make, of the ſame Lump, 
ene Veſſel unto HoNOR and another unto DISHONOR? 
What if God, willing to ſhew His WRATH, and 10 
make his POWER known, endur'd, with much long- 
ſuffering, the Veſſels of wrath fited to Deſtruction; 
even that he might make known the Riches of his 
Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy whom he had afare pre- 
pared unto Glory?“ 

Now, are theſe the Words of Scripture, or are 
they not ? If not, prove the Forgery, If they be, 
you cannot fight againſt. Reprobation, without 
fighting againſt God.—* Oh, but God has yo + 
“ Right to make any Veſſels unto Diſhoner : no 
Right to ſhew his //rath and make his Paper 
% known, Tis Tyranny, Cruelty, Injuſtice, 
* Partiality. He 1s Sound to make every, man a, 
* Saint. He ought to make every man happy.“ 
Stop, Friend. Your Argument, if it holds at all, 
leads farther than you ſeem aware of. If God, in 
order to prove Himſelf impartial, ought to make 
all men Veſſels unto Honor; he ought to do more. 
He ought to have made us all Arch- Angels, and 
greater till, if greater can be. He oug Fe to go 


even ad ultimum ſui poſſe, and to Ba us all 2 
H ho- 
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honorable, glorious, and happy, as Qmnipotence 
itſelf can. Where will you be able to draw the 
Line of Limitation ? Either, therefore, you mn 
plunge into Prophaneneſs and Abſurdity, without 
Meaſure and without End; or you muſt ſubmit. 
to the good old Doctrine of Chriſt and his Apol- 
tles: the former of whom expretly aſſerts, that 
*tis lawful for God to do what he will with His own; 
and the latter, with one voice, declare, that He 
hath Mercy on «whom be will bave Mio, endwhom 
He will He hardeneth. 

3. Another very innocent Definition (tho? 
wretchedly | mutilated, according to Cuſtom, in 
Mr. Weſley's Citation) ſtands thus: Predeſtination, 
as it regards the Reprobate, is that eternal, moſt 
boly, ſevercion, and immutable Act of God's Wall, 
whereby He hath determined to leave ſome men 12 


Periſb in their fins, and to be juſtly puniſh'd for them.“ 


Againſt this, John offers a Query: © Can thęy 
avoid it“ li e. can the Reprobate avoid Puniſh- 
— te by any thing they do? Let me alſo put 
uery to the Queriſt: Can yon prove, that ANY 
* of them ever bid what he could to avoid it? 
If this cannot be proved, it does ot follow that 
* the i ſhall be damned do what they 
40 can. Os | 
Let us, moreover with all this Reſped ach Cau- 
tion, due to a ſubject ſo awfull), enquire whether 
it be not, according to the Scripture-Account, 
plain, poſitive matter of Fact, that God hath left 
ſome men in their ſins, to be juſtly puniſh*'d for them. 
— What is the Reaſon aſſign'd by the Spirit of God, 
why the profligate Sons of E were deaf to their 
eee K "3 Father's 
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Father's Expoſtulations ? They hearken'd not to the 
Voice. of their Father, BzcausE the Lord "WOULD 
Nay them (1 Sam. 2. 25). In other Words, God 
had determined to leave 'em to periſh in their 
« fins, and to be jnſtly puniſnh'd for them.“ Many 
other Inſtances might be produc'd from the Old 
Teſtament. I ſhall, however, carry my Appeal 
to the New. And my following Proots of that 
Propoſition ſhall be taken, not from the Epiſtles, 
but from the Goſpels.*® _ | 
Thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto Hea- 
ven, ſhalt be brought down to Hell: for if the mighty 
works: which have been done in thee, had been done 
in Sodom, it would have remained unto this Day. 
Matth. 11. 23. It follows from hence, that, 
tho* God ne the Citizens of Sodom would have 
reformed their Conduct, had his Providence made 
uſe of effectual Means to that End; ſtill theſe ef- 
fectual Means were not vouchſafed. What is this, 
but ſaying, that God had determin'd to leave 
thoſe Criminals to per in their Sins, and to be 
juſtly puniſb'd for them? —“ But, if the Inha- 
<« bitants of Sodom and Gomorrah were left to 
% periſh; how came the Capernaites, who enjoy*d 
e ſuch ſuperior Means of Grace, to continue im- 
te penitent?” Our Lord himſelf anſwers this 
Queſtion, V. 25—27. Thou haſt bid theſe Things 
{the great Things of Converſion and Salvation] 
T from 
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The Apoſtolic Eyiſles are of equal Authority with the 
Goſpels, and were written under the unerring Influence Cf the 
ſame Holy Spirit, It being, however, not unuſual, with lome 
of the modern Arminians, to call upon us for Proof of out 
Doctrines from the Ge/þel; in particular; I have ſeleced te 0 
or three Teſtimonys from thence : which Teſtimonys, tor ti. e 
Reaſon now alledg'd,' are therefore claſs'd by themſelyes. 
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rom the wiſe and prudent ;—even ſo, Father, for fl 
it ſeemed at in thy fight: No man knoweth the 
Father, but the Son, and he to whomſoever the Sow 
[Ferre] may WILL to reveal him. 

What ſhall we ſay, of the Words that follow? 
Ye be witneſſes unto yourſelves, that ye are the Chil- 
Aren of them who killed the Prophets : wherefore 
FILL YE UP THE MEASURE of your Fathers. Matth. 
23. 31, 32. Surely, Theſe were Jet to periſh in 
* their fins, and to be puniſb'd for them! 

Unto you it is G1veN to know the Myſtery of the 
Kingdom of God, But, unto them that are without 
Ii. e. who are not within the Pale of Election], all 
theſe Things are done in Parables; that, ſeeing, they 
may ſee, and not perceive, and, hearing, they may 
hear, and not underſtand: leſt at any time they ſhould 
be converted, and their fins ſhould be forgiven them. 
Mark 4. 11, 12. St. Matthew, it poſſible, ex- 
preſſes it ſtill more ſtrongly : It is oN unto you 
to know the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
but To THEM 1T 1s NOT erven. Matth. 11. 13, 

Why do ye not underſtand my Speech! even becauſe 
ye CANNOT hear my word. John 8. 43 

Jeſus ſaid, For Judgment I am come into this 
World : that they, who ſee not, might ſee; and that 
they who ſee, might be made blind. John 9. 39. 

Ze believe not, BECAUSE ye are not of my ſbeep, 
4 I ſaid unto you. John 10. 26. 

Once more. The He had done ſo many Miracles 
before them, yet they believed not on Him : THAT THE 
SAYING of Eſaias the Prophet MIGHT BE FULFILLED, 

which be Spake, Lord, who hath believed our Report? 
end to whom hath the Arm of the Lord been re- 
vealed? THEREFORE they CoulD vor believe, 
BECAUSE that Eſaias ſaid again, HE hath Blinded 
their Eyes, and harden'd their Heart; that they 
ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, nor underſtand with 


their 


1 
their Heart, and be converted that I ſhould beal 
them. John 12. $7—40. 

Now, I leave to the Deciſion of any unpreju- 
dic'd, capable man upon Earth, whether it be 
not evident, from theſe Paſſages (among a mul- 
titude of Others), That * God hath determined to 
leave ſome men to periſh in their Sins and to be 
« juſtly puniſh'd for them?“ In affirming which, 1 
only gave the Scripture, as I found it. Nay, 1 
never expreſs'd my Sentiments concerning Repro- 
bation, half ſo ftrongly as the Word of God does. 
It follows, that I had, 

4. Very ample Ground for aſſerting, That there 
is a Predeſtination of ſome particular Perſons ta 
Death (2 Cor. 4. 3. 1 Pet. 2. 8. 2 Pet. 2. 12. 
Jude 4. Rev. 17. 8.), which Death they ſhall 
inevitably undergo, juſtly, and on account of their 
Sins,* © That is,“ ſays my Pelagian Expoſitor, 
« They ſhall be damned do what they can.” I 
totally deny the Explication : unleſs, by their de- 
ing what they can, he means, their Committing all 
the Evil they can. For, as it follows in the very 
Page from whence Part of the above Extract was 
taken, Sin is the meritorigus and immediate Cauſe 
of any man's Damnation: God Condemns and 
Puniſbes the nou-Hlecs, not merely as MEN, but as 
SINNERS, To which I even ventured to add, that, 
Had it pleaſed the Great Governar of the Univerſe 
to have entirely prevented Sin from having any En- 
trance into the World; it ſhould ſeem as if God could 
not, conſiſtently with his own Attributes, have con- 
dem'd Ax man at all. So infinitely remote am 1 
from either thinking or aſſerting, directly or im- 

plicitly, . 
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plicitly, that © the Reprobate ſhall be damned, do 
« what they can!” The Pelagian ſhould rather 
have declared this to be his Reſolution, <* I am de- 
« termined to contradict and blaipheine, lay what 
you will.“ 

He repreſents me as affirming, in ſo many 
words, ſthat he non-elef were predeſtinated th 
4 eternal Death: for which Words, he refers, by an 
Aſteriſm, to my /econd Chapter. I call upon him 
to tell me, in ht Part of that Chapter I make. 
uſe of thoſe Words. © Be they ever ſo expreſſive of 
my real Belief, the Fords themſelves are His. 
They occur not even in the fourth Chapter, 
which treats profeſſedly of Reprobation. Will no 
Length of Years, nor 7 of Detection, reſtrain 
this Man from Forgery? 

If Mr. Weſley, inſtead of acknowledging his 
Guilt, and promiſing Reformation for the future; 
ſhould be harden'd and mean enough to ſay, * Oh, 
but tho' you have not made uſe of the Wards, 
seither in thoſe Chapters, or in the whole Book, 
yet the ſenſe of thoſe Words is inferrible from 
* many Paſſages occurring in Both;“ I anſwer, 
Be it ſo: yet this Conſequence ſtands, That the 
Aſſailant, who coins Words for his Adverſarys, 
which they never ſpoke, is not an honeſt Man. 
When Propoſitions are attack'd, 'tis not enough 
to give the ſuppoſed ſenſe of thoſe Propoſitions. 
The very Phreſeclegy, in which they are expreſs'd, 


mould be cited, without variation, juſt as they 


came from the Pen of the Defendant. © Words are 
the Dreſs. of Thought. And an alteration of 
Dreſs may ſo far diſguiſe the Wearer, as to make 
kim appear quite a different Perſon. 

But, ſuppoſing I had even ſyllabically expreſs d 


my Opinion! in thaſe very Terms ; ſtill, the Conſe- 
quence 
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ence alledg*d would have lagg'd far behind the 
Promiſes, For the old Queſtion would again have 
recurr'd; viz. Can Mr. Welley produce a fingle In. 
ſtance of any one man, who did all he could tobe 
ſaved, and yet was loſt ? If he cav, let him tell us 
who that inan was, where he lived, when he dy*d, 
what he did, and bow it came to paſs he labor'd 
in vain.—If he canxorT, let him either retract his 
Conſequences, or continue to be poſted for a 
ſhameleſs Traducer. 71 FS, 
6. The Condemnation of the Reprobate is neceſſary 
and inevitable. This I have both ſaid, and perſiſt 
to ſay. *Tis a Poſition, which unavoidably fol- 
lows even from the Foreknowledge of God, putting 
all Decrees quite out of the Queſtion. Only al- 
low, that ſome ſinners actually ci be condemn'd 
in the Laſt Day; and that God always knew, and 
knows at this Moment, ho thoſe Perſons will be; 
and (not Mr. eſley's, but) my Conſequence ſtands 
unſhaken, That The Condemnation of the Repro- 
Bale is neceſſary and inevitable. Should it be ſaid, 
that The Fore-knowledge of God has no effec- 
« tive Influence on Events,” I anſwer, That, 
whether it has or not (which, however, would ad- 
mit of ſome Debate), ſtill every Event muſt and 
certainly wil! correſpond to His Foreknowledge of 
it: elſe, the Divine Foreknowledge would be mere 
Gueſs, and evaporate into empty, fallible, uncer- 
tain Conjefuje : 1. e. the Knowledge of God would 
be inferior to the Knowledge which even Man, in 
many Caſes, is poſſeſs'd of. It was the Conſidera- 
tion of This, which induc'd the great Dr.” South to 
renounce the Arminian Noveltys, and fall in with 
Doctrinal Calviniſm. * T'wiſh it may (for his own 
ſake) have as good Effect on little Mr. Weſley, I 
Jay, for bis own lake : fince Himſelf would be the 
Wee ref * 


E 7 
principal Gainer by his ſubmiſſion to Grace, VN 
ſhould acquire very little Honor by the Acquiſi- 
tion of ſuch a Proſelyte. 

e Surely,” crys Mr. Weſley, © 7 need add no 
Fe more on this Head. You need not: unleſs, 
with all your Diving, you could fetch up ſome- 
thing to the Purpoſe. You fee,” continues the 
Repetitioniſt, © that the Reprobate ſhall be damned, 
* do what they can, is the whole Burden of the Song.” 
J have proved, and the Reader has ſeen, that it 
makes no Part of the Song. But this 1 ſee, that, 
onleſs God give Mr. Weſley Repentance to the Ac- 
knowledging of the Truth; the unparallePd Per- 
verſeneſs, with which he labors to blacken ſome 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, will be the Burden of 
bis Soul in the Hour of Death and in the Day of 
Judgment. ö 

7. That The Number of the Eleft, and alſo of 
be Reprobate, is ſo fix*d and determinate, that net- 
tber cam be augmented or diminiſb'd; is affirm'd in 
Zanchius, and reſts on clear, poſitive, repeated 
Teſtimonys of Holy Scripture.— ] would not 
ſcruple to _ the whole Weight of this Propo- 
ſition, likewiſe, on the certain and immutable 
Knowledge of God. I know, ſays Chriſt, «whom I 
have choſen (John 13. 18.); But, was the num- | 
ber fluctuating and precarious, ſuſceptible of 
Addition and Diminution, Chriſt could not be faid 
to know them, but only to guet at them. Abſo- 
lute Certainty is the alone Ground of poſitive Know- 
ledge. Whatever is unfix'd and unſure, can, at the 
very higheſt, be the Baſis of no more than probable 
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80 again, I know my Sheep, John 10. 14. But, 
if their number was indeterminate, they could not 
be known : The Sheep of to-day might degenerate 
into Goats, to-morrow ; and the Goats of yeſterday 
might become Sheep to-day, and be Goats again 
3 night. Nay, it might ſo happen, that all 
his Sheep might ceaſe to remain ſuch; and the 
great — — might, at the long Run, not have 
a ſingle Sheep to ” know,—On the contrary, if 
Chriſt actually knows his Sheep, and whom C, 
the very Individual Perſons] he hath choſen; it 
follows, that He muſt alſo #now who are not his 
Sheep, and whom he hath ot choſen. I aſſert, 
therefore, aGain, That, if Omniſcicnce itſelf knows 
any Thing of the Matter, the Number of Both is 
e fix*d and determinate, that Neither can be ang- 
mented or diminiſb'd. The Apoſtle Himſelf makes 
uſe, among others, of this very Argument: The 
Foundation | [or Purpoſe] of the Lord ſtandeth SURE, 
having this Seal, The Lord KNOWETH them that are 
His. 2 Tum. 2. 19. 

Let me recommend one or two Paſſages more to 
the Reader's conſideration. The Election hath ob- 
tain d, and the reſt were blinded ſeregubneas, were har 
dew 4]; according as it is ritten, God bath given 
them the ſpirit of Slumber, Eyes that they ſhould 
not ſee, and Ears that they ſhould not bear, into 
this Day. Rom 11. 7, 8. Being diſoledient, 
wobereunto they were alſo appointed. 1 Pet. 2. $.— 
Whoſe names where not written in the Book of . Life 
from the Foundation of the World. Rev. 17.8,--There 
is no Meaning in Words, if it does 15 follow, 
even from theſe feto ſtubborn Texts, as evidently 
as Light flows from the Sun, That The Number 
of the Ele# and Reprobate can neither be augmented 


gor diminiſi d. The very nature whether of E lec- 
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tion, or of Reprobation, makes this Point manifeſt 


as to Both: ſince, could the Number of the Ele# 


(for Inſtance) be /eſſen'd, the Deduction would aug- 


ment the number of the Reprobate ; for, what 
was taken from the one, would neceſſarily add to 


the other. In which caſe, it would not be true, 


that The ELECTION obtain'd, and the REST were 


blinded. Nor would Solomon's Aſſertion be true: 
T know,. that whatſoever God dotb, it fhall be for 
ever; nothing can be PUT ro it, nor any Thin 
TAKEN FROM it. Eccleſ. 3. 14. Now, this mul 
be meant, either of God's immanent Acts, in a 
way of Decree; or, of His tranſient Acts, in a 
way of Providence. But it cannot be meant of 
His providential Acts: for they are not always the 
rg they are vor. for ever. It muſt, therefore, 

e meant of His immanent Acts, 1. e. of His De- 
crees, Purpoſes, and Determinations, which can- 
not vary, but are for ever; to which nothing can 
be put, or added; and from which nothing can 
be taten away. The Counſel of the Lord ſtandetb 
for ever, and the Thoughts of His Heart to all Ge- 
nerations, Plal. 33. 11.-—He is one Mind; Whs 
can turn Him? and what His Soul defireth, even 
That He doth : for He performeth the Thing that is 
appointed for me, and many ſuch Things are with 
Him. Job 23. 14. 

8. The Decrees of Election and Reprobation are 
immutable and irrever/ible.* Mr. Weſley cites the 
ſentence, but takes care to omit touching upon 
(or even producing) any one of the ſeven Argu- 
ments. brought by Zanchy in ſupport of it. Let 


the Arminian refute Theſe, or he will never ſuc- 


cede 
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cede in his Attack upoa That. But he found it 
_ eaſier to ſpin a | | 
IVth. Conſequence; namely, Fhat, on the Hypo- 
theſis of an Abſolute Decree, there can be no ſuch 
Thing as Six: It cannot,” ſays this wonderfull 


Diſcoverer, © be @ fin in a ſpark to riſe, ir in @,, 


«* ſtone to fall.“ 

It Mr. Wefley's Illuſtration have any Meaning 
at all, the Meaning muſt be this: “e Sparks and 
„Stones are incapable of Moral Agency; there- 
“ fore, Men are 10 too. Sparks and Stones are nei- 
ther rewardable or puniſhable : ergo, Men are 
“ not reſponſible for the Sins they commit.“ 
The Arminian might as well have ſaid, „Spart 
« and Stones have no Lows : ergo, Men have none, 
« Sparks and Stones are not endu'd with any of the 
« five ſenſes: ergo, Men can neither hear, ſee, 
« feel, taſte, nor ſmell.” One would think, that 
the Levity of a ſpark, and the Dullneſs of a ſtone, 


were, by a ſtrange Kind of Aſſociation, united in 


Mr. Jahn Weſley, &er he could dream of illuſtrat. 
ing his Point by ſuch an extraordinary Brace of 
Similes, which are no more related to the ſub- 
ject, than a Turf to an Arch-Angel —< Oh, 
but you don't touch the main String. A Spark 
« riſes, and a Stone falls, neceſſarily. Tis the 
« Neceſſity, by which they riſe and fall, that ren-- 
ders Stones and Sparks incapable of Sinning.”” 
As if mere Matter (ſuppoſing it could be even 
exempted from the Laws of Neceſſity) would there- 
fore be capable of Virtue and Vice] 

Mr. Weſley is ſingularly unhappy in the Choice 
of his Compariſons; and as ſingularly awkward in 
his Application of em. The Point, he wiſhes to 
prove, is evidently This: That, Abſolute De- 
crees, Præ: ſcience, and Providence, are inconfiſtent 
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with N Free- Agency; and, of Courſe, That 
the finally Wicked are not juſtly puniſhable for the 
Evil they commit.“ I have purpoſely ſtated this 
objection in the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Terms: leſt 
1 ſhould even ſeem defirous of eluding, inſtead of 
anſtwering. Now, if I can evince, 3 the ex- 
preſs Dutirine of Scripture, and from expreſs Fatts 
recorded in Scripture, That Eventual Neceſſity, or 
Infallible Certainty of Event, is noT incompatible 
with ſo much Free-Agency in Man, as may ſuffice 
to render him puniſhable for breaking the Law of 
God; the Objection will at once vaniſh into it's 
8 Nothing. 
| For the DoFrine of Scripture. — 2 to the 
Werll, becauſe of offences : for It uusr NzzDS BE 
that offences come; but wok to that man, by whom 
the offence cometh (Matth. 18. 7.) Aral eri, there is 
4 NECESSITY that offences fhould come. Then, 
ſurely, may an Arminian ſay, There can be no 
Moe due to the Introducers of That whoſe In- 
e troduction is neceſſary !” our Lord ſays, Yes, 
zhere is. I conclude, then, that Neceffity of Event 
does not render Sin Nen ſable, nor the finner im- 
punible.— Again. N ben ye ſball bear of Wars, 
Sc. be ye not troubled; 15 ſuch Things Mus 
NEEDS be; % vutebas, they MUST" come to paſs. 
Mark 13. 7. And yet, tho” there is a muſt be for 
theſe 8 that Necefity does not ſuperſede either 
the moral or the natural Yelitions of the Partys 
concern'd.— So 1 Cer. 11. 19. There mvsT be 
 Hereſys among you. But if this Neceffity for He- 
reſys did not abſolutely co-incide with the Wills 
of the Heretics, how could any Heretics be blame- 
able Once more, He [i. e. Chrift] musT reign, 
*Fill He hath put all his Enemys under His Feet. 
1 OE: 1 15. 25. There 15, therefore, a Neceſſity 
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for Chriſt's Reigning: yet, I fancy, even Arminians 
themſelves will hardly venture to affirm that Chriſt 
reigns againſt His own Will. Abſolute Neceſſity, 
then, is perfectly conſiſtent with W/3/lepgneſs and 
Freedom in good Agency, no leſs than in bad. For 
tis a true Maxim, Ui Voluntas, ibi Libertas: All 
Action is ſufficiently free, wherein a Perſon's 
Will is engag'd : be his Will engag'd ever ſo veceſſa- 
rich. 

2. Next, for Scripture Fas. 

Joſeph's Brethren ated freely, i. e. with the full 
Bent of their Wills, when they fold him to the 
Midianites who carried him into Egypt. But, in 
Truth, tho” they fold him, to gratify their own 
Malice, and had no higher View in what they did; 
they undeſignedly fullfill'd the Decree of God. 
Whence 7o/eph's pious and juſt Remark after- 
wards: Be not grieved nor angry with yourſelves 
that ye ſold me hither; for Ged did ſend me before 
vou, to preſerve Life. So now, it was not vou that 
ſent me hither, but GOD. Gen. 45. 5, 8. As for 
you, ye thought Epil againſt me: but God meant it 
for Good, to bring to paſs, as it is this Day, to ſave 
much People alive. Chap. 50. 20. So the Pſalmiſt: 
He i. e. God] ſent a man before them, even Joſeph, 
who was ſold for a Servant. Pſalm 105. 17. Twas 
God that ſent him, tho' his Brethren ſold him. 

Pharaoh acted freely (i. e. willingly), in his Re- 
fuſal to diſmiſs the Jraclites: or, in other words, 
he refus'd to fend em away, becauſe his Vill was 
againſt their going. And yet he could will no 
otherwiſe than he did, Exod 7. 3, 4. —80, when 
Saul went home to Gibeab, tis ſaid there went with 
him a Band of Men, whoſe Hearts God had touched : 
1. e. .whoſe Wills God had effectually inclin'd. 
1 Sam. 10. 26, Yet it cannot be interr'd from 
„ 7 hence, 
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hence, that they did not go freely. In like Mans 
ner, God is ſaid to have ſtirred up the Spirit of 
Cyrus, or powerfully to have influenc'd his Vill, 

to iſſuẽ an Edict for the re-building of the Tem- 
ple. Yet this, tho' a neceſſary, was a free, Act of 
that Monarch. Ezra. 1. 1. The Effects of that 
Edict are allo to be noted: Then roſe up the Chief 
of the Fathers of Judab and Benjamin, and the 
Prieſts and the Levites, with all them whoſe Spirit 
God * had raiſed to go up. v. 5. Will any Man 
ſay, that theſe did not will freely, only becauſe 
they wilPd --efſarily ?—It was from the Acrimony 
of his own Heart, that Shimei curs'd David: con- 


ſequently his Will was in it. And yet, The Lord 
bad 


1— 


The eminently pious and learned Biſhop Beveridge gives 
a Spiritual Improvement of this Paſſage, too valuable — juſt « þ 
to be omitted here. "Theſe are His Words: « It is God, who 
„ worketh in us, both to i, and to e, of His own good 
« Pleaſure. So that, tho' God offer Heaven to All that will 
% accept of it, in his Holy Scripture ; yet ane can accept of 
«jt, but Such whom Himſelf ſtirs up by His Holy Spirit to 
% endeavor after it, And thus we find it was, in Z/-acÞs Re- 
« turn from Babylon to Jeruſalem. Tho' King Cyrus made: 
«« Proclamation, that <uho/eewer would might go up to worſhip 
«*« at the holy City; yet there was none that accepted of the 
«© Offer, but T HOSE who/e Spirit GOD bad raiſed to go up. 
So here, tho* God doth as it were proclaim, to al he 
1% World, that whe/cever wilt come to Chriſt, ſhall certai»ly 
«« be /aved; yet it doth not follow, that 4/7 ſhall receive Sal- 
4% vation from Him: becauſe it is certain, All will not come; 
| « or, rather, none can will to come, unleſs God enables 


« them. I am fure, to {ay none ſhall be ſaved, but thoſe that 

e will of themſelves, would be fad news for me, whoſe will 
| « is naturally ſo backward to every Thing that is good. But 
| „ this is my Comfort, i am as certain my ſalvation is of God, 
| « as I am certain it cannet be of my/eſf, "Tis CHRIST, who 
«© vouchſafed to dye tor me, who hath likewiſe promiſed to 
« live within me. Lis HE that will work all my Works, 
| | « both fer me, aud in me too.” Private Thoughts, Art VIII. 
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had ſaid unto bim Curſe David: 1. e. he did it by 


God's own efficacious Permiſſion. 2 Sam. 16. 10. 


— Abſalom, and the men of Iſrael who were with 


him, ated with perfect Freedom, and with the 
full Exerciſe of their Reaſon, when they agreed 
in preferring the Counſel of Huſbai to That of 
Abitophel: and yet, in ſo doing, their Wills acted 
in abſolute ſubſerviency to the Will and Decree 
of God, who had ApPOIN TED to defeat the good 
Counſel of Abitophel, ro TUR 1NTENT THAT the 


Lord might bring Evil upon Abſalom. 2 Sam. 17. 14. 


— Thus alſo, God foretold, That He would turn 


the Aſſyrian King looſe upon Hrael, who ſhould take 
them for his Prey, and tread them down as Mire in 
the Streets: in all which, when it came to path, 


the King of Aſſyria acted merely on Principles of 
Ambition, Cruelty, and Pride; and, conſequently, 
acted freely; propoſing no other End to himſelf, 
than the Gratification of his own ſavage Will and 
tyrannic Diſpoſition. Whereas, in Reality, he 
was appointed of God to avenge His righteous. 
Quarrel with an hypocritical. People, and to be 
the Inſtrument, not merely of human, but chiefly 
of divine Reſentment. Howbeit, ſays God, be 
MEANETH ot ſo, neither doth his Heart think fo: 
but *tis in his Heart to deſtroy, and to cut off nations 
not a few. Tai. 10. 6, 7.—Thus it is faid,” con- 
cerning the Ten Kings; who: ſhall hate the myſtic 
 Harlot, and deſtray her, and burn ber with Fire, 
that God hath put into their Hearts to fulfill, nis 
Will, and to agree, and to give their Kingdom unto 
the Beaſt, till the Words of God fhall be fullfilled. 
Rev. 17. 17. Does ft follow, That theſe Kings 
muſt be ſtript of all free-Arency, and ceaſe to be 
accountable for their Actions, and commencèe 
| ME TR mere 
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ere Machines, only becauſe God will bring their 
Wills into Subjection to His own ? + 
Thanks be to. God, ſays the Apoſtle, who put the 
ſame earneſt Care into: the Heart of Titus for you: | 
for indeed he accepted the Exhortation; but, being 
| more forward, , his own Accard be went unto you, 
| 2 Cor. 8. 16, 17. Here is is ſaid, that God Him- 
Wt ſelf put that earneſt Care into the Heart of L. tus; 
which induc'd him to viſit the Corinthians. And 
pet, Titus viſited them of his own Accord, or with- 
out any. ſenſible compulſion. God, therefore, 
may work efficaciouſly on the human Will, and 
the Will (tho? it neceſſarily follows that efficacious 
Direction) remain quite unforc'd. This is farther 
evident, from the account which St. Paul gives of 
his own Caſe, as a Preacher: Tho*' I preach the 
| Goſpel, 1 have nothing to glory of; for Nxckssiry 
fs laid upon me | avalmn jun emer], yea, Moe is me, 
if I preach not the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 9. 16. Vet he 
preach'd the Goſpel freely and willingly. Neceſ- | 
5 therefore, and Freedom, are very good Friends, 
notwithſtanding all the Efforts of Arminianiſm to 
let them at Variance.— I have, already, obſerv'd, 
that the great and awfull Tranſaction of CHRIST's 
Crucifixion was, from all Eternity, poſitively de- 
creed and infallibly fore-known of God : yet neither 
did that Decree, nor that Fore-knowledge, abate 
the Guilt of Thoſe who accompliſh'd Both: for 
they were, at once, neceſſary and voluntary Agents. 
Loet me, as the ſubject fo directly falls in with the 
Point in Hand, beſtow a few moments upon it here. 
The Death of Tzsus CHRISH was both the molt 
important Event that ever came to paſs, and the 
moſt finfull Act (in his Murderers) that ever was 
commuted. So wonderfull are the Ways of God! 


——— This great Event was PRA-DESTINATED, in 
all 


os ine. 4 


3 3 

all it's circumftances. It was not a Matter of 
Chance, but a Matter of Decree. —Thinkeft "thou \ 
that I cannot pray to my Father, and be ſhall pre- 
ſently give me more than twelve Legions of Angel:? 
bat how then ſhall the Scriptures be fulfill d, that 
thus it mosT be? Matth. 26. 53,-54.——And He be- 
gan to teach them, 'that the ſon of man usr ſuffer 
many Things. Mark 8. 31.—1 ſay unto you, that 
this that is written Mus yet be accompliſf'd in me, 
And He was number d with the Trangreſſors. Luke 
22. 37.—The Son of man uusr be deliver d into 
. the Hand of fenfull men, and be cracify'd. Luke 
24. 7,—Concerning Judas in particular, thus 
ſpeak the Oracles of God; Men and Brethren, this 
cripture MUST NEEDS have been fullfilPd, which t 
Holy Ghoſt, by the Mouth of David, ſpate 8zrown 
. concerning Judas, who was Guide to them that took 
Feſus. Acts 1. 16.—And concerning All the other 
Accomplices in this tremendous Deed, Ir is ex- 
preſsly declar'd, that they were gather d topether,. 


- 


to do whatſoever God's Hand and God's Counſel 
 wewgioryerodai, Had PREDESTINATED to be done. Acts 
4. 27, 28. Yet, throughout the whole, they acted 
freely. The Jews delivered Him to Pilate d pow, 
from a Principle of Evy and Hatred. As the 
Prophet ſays in another Cafe, They knew not the 
Thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtood they His 
Counſel. No Thanks to them, that the Decree of 
God was fullfilPd, and the Salvation of the Church 
effected, by their putting Chriſt to Death. They 
were as free and unforcd in willing His Crug- 
fixion, and in bringing it about, as if there had 
been no Decree in the Caſe. The Savior was, in- 
deed, deliver'd up to their Rage, Ty pop HD xas 
#chwon re Oe, by the determinate Decree and fore- 
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knowledge of God; and His Death was, therefofe, . 


in the utmoſt ſenſe. of the Word, neceſſary, being 
inevitably pre-ordain'd : and yet they took and flew 
Him dia X Fwy avoprwss with lawleſs, wicked Hands, Acts 
2. 23. The Wickedneſs they were guilty of, in 
perpetrating this crime, was not -excuſable, nor 
the Lawleſſneſs of it mitigated, by the Neceſſity of 
it's coming to paſs: ſince they only ſought to ſa- 


tiate the Rancor of their own Wills, and to glut 


their own ſanguinary Malice. De, | 
From all which, and from many other ſcriptural 


Examples which might be given, I INTER, That 


God's Decrees, and the neceſſity of Event flowing 
from thence, neither deſtroy the true Free-Agency 


of Men, nor render the Commiſſion of Sin a jot 


leſs . heinous. They neither force the Human 
Will, nor extenuate the Evil of Human Actions. 
Predeſtination, Fore-knowledge, and Providence, 


only szcuxk the Event and render it CERTAINLY 


FUTURE, in a Way and Manner (incomprehenſible, 
indeed, by Us; but) 3 conſiſtent with the 
nature of Second Cauſes. The Freedom of Intel- 
ligent Beings does by no means ſtand oppos'd to 


fimple Neceſſity; but only to Violence and Compulſive 
Force. Thus the Son of Man went «are mo *%goperr, 


according to what was decreed concerning Him, and 
yet a Woe was denounc'd againſt Judas who be- 
tray'd Him, Luke 22. 22. which Woe could xt 
have been denounc'd, much leſs inflicted, if Judas, 
notwithſtanding the Decree of God, had not be- 
tray'd Him freely and with the full Conſent of his 
own deprav'd Mill. Theſe Two, therefore, are, 
in Fact, quite reconcileable : viz. Ab/olute Deter- 
gunation on the Part of God; and 1 or 
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Freedom in Action, on the Part of Man.“ Sin- 
ners are as much reſponſible to God for their Of- 
fences, as if God had never paſs'd any Decree at 
K 2 all.— 


1 32 
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® I am far from ſtanding alone in this Aſſertion. Men, the 
Duſt from whoſe Volumes I am not worthy to wipe, have in- 
timated as much before me. The old Aſtronomers,” ſays 
the celebrated Dr. John Edwards of Cambridge, ** us'd to tell 
us, that the inferior Orbs of Heaven have, all, their proper“ 
Li. e. their own peculiar] . motions, and yet, at the ſame Time, 
* are carry'd by the movement of the Higheſt Sphere; the 
% Primum Mobile, as they call'd it. Which notion, if we ap- 
«© ply it to the preſent Caſe” [i. e. to the Conſiſtency of Di- 
vine Decrees-with Human Freedom], is no Hypotheſis, or 
« Fiction, but a Reality of the greateſt Importance: for, all 
« Things and Perſons, beſides a Tendency which they may 
«« ſeem to have of their own, have ANOTHER, impre/e'd upon 
them by the Decree, the Firſt Mover of all: and This wer- 
« rules and controlls ALL; and yet, in /uch a way, as is 
« ſuitable to the particular nature of all Agents whatſoever,” 
Veritas Redux, P. 28. 

It may be objected, to Dr, Za,wardi's Teſtimony, That he was 
a profeſs'd Calviniſt; and therefore only wrote in Harmony 
with his own favorite Principle. —But what if the /ame Principle 
be hug one with ſuch eminent and maſterly Anti-Cal, 
viniſts, as the preſent moſt Learned Biſhop of Brifo/; the late 
worthy Dean Prideaux; and that exquiſite Proficient in refin'd 
Literature, Monſieur Rollin ? 

I begin with the / of this reſpetable Triumvirate : to 
whom, for his matchleis Diſſertations on the Prophecys,/ both the 
Religious and the Learned world are under the deepelt obliga- 
tions. In the courſe cf that excellent Work, his Lordſhip 
thus expreſſes Himſelf: ** Jeremiah is ſaid to be /et over the 
* nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 
«© to deſtrey, and ta throw down, to build, and to plant; becauſe 
* he was authori ſed to make known the puRPOSESand DECREES 
* of God, and becauſe theſe events wOULD. FOLLOW in Conſe- 
* quence of his PROPHECYSs, Make the Heart of this People fat, 
„is, therefore, as much as to ſay, Denounce my Judgement: 
* upon this People that their Heart SHALL Bt fat, and their Ears 
heavy, and their Eyes ſhut; LEST zhey /ee with their Eyes, ang 
Hear with their Ears, and underſiand with their Hearts, and 
; * waa converts, 
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all.—-So that, The mock objection, drawn from 
Sparks and Stones,” is totally anparallel; and, 
therefore, totally inconcliſſve. | 
| N I mean, 
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* conpert, and he healed.” Vol. I. Diſſert, *3.—-And, a few 
Pages after, it follows; We ſee, that the great Empires, 
which, in their Turns, ſubdu'd and oppreſs'd the People of 
4% God, are all come to Ruin; becauſe, tho? they executed rhe 
„% Purxpo3Es of God, yet That was more than They under- 
„ ſtood. All they intended, was, to ſatiate their ozwn Pride 
«« and Ambition, their own Cruelty and Revenge.” bid. 
+ 241. | 
Let us, next, hear the Learned Dean of Norwich ; who, treat- 
ing of Julius Ce/ar, has this obſervable Remark ; © Many of 
14 his Enterpriſes being enter'd upon with great Raſhneſs, this 
* abundantly proves, that he ow'd the Succeſs, which he had 
in them, OwLy to an owver-ruling Power of PROVIDENCE on 
* his ſide; which, having /t bim up, as a fit Inflrument for 
** the work which he brought to paſs, carry'd him, en 
* all Dangers and Hazards, to the full Accompliſbing of it; 
* And, In That, when there was no more for bim todo, CAST 
* Hu OFF to perißb, like a Rod which is zbrown into the Fire 
* when no more to be ge The Work was GOD's: but, it 
& being Malice and Ambition that excited him to be the In- 
1% ftrument in the Execution of it, he jah had, for the Re- 
% avard thereof, the Deflru#iou by which he fell,” Connec- 
tion, Part 2, B. 7. P. (mec.) 700, 701. 
© Rollin follows, *The Omnipotence of God [is] manifefted 
46 by the Creation, Preſervation, and Goverment of the World; 
* by the Sovereign Power He exerciſes, not only over what is 
1% outward and viſible, but over the Heart and Mind, in turn- 
ing them as HE Preases, from one Reſolution to another, 
s according to His Des16ns.” Belles Lettres, Vol, 2. P. 323, 
Octav. 1769, —* It is tha+, that God, the % Arbiter of all 
„ Human Events, 4:termines, as Lokp of all, the Fate of 
% Empires; preſcribes the Form of them, regulates their Li- 
« mits, marks out their Duration, and makes the very Pa/- 
% frons and Crimes of Men /ub/ervient to the Execution of His 
0 3 and juſt Degus — and, by the ſecret Springs of 
« His admirable Wiſdom, poſes at a Diſtance, and with- 
% out Man's being /en/ib/e of it, the Preparations for Tu 


* GREAT Work to which A the reſt relate, which is, the 
at: PA, ** the 
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I mean, unparallel, as an objeFion; and as ap- 
ly'd to that particular Purpoſe for which Mr. 
2 introduces it. Otherwiſe, there are Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, wherein even the rational Crea- 
ture Man is, under certain circumſtances, and in 
certain Reſpects, actually and expreſsly compar d 
to the SPARKS that fly upward (lee Fob 5. 7. and 
n I. 31.), and to STONES which — de- 
cend downward. The Holy Baptiſt, without any 
Ceremony, or Scruple, compared ſome of his Un- 
regenerate Hearers to Stones; laying, God is able, 
even 
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«© the Eſtabliſhment of His Church, and Salvation of Hir 
« Erect.” bid. Vol. 3. P. 225.—Elfewhere, this fine 
Writer has theſe ſolid Reflections: ©* The Kings, who glory 
« ſo much in their Puiſſance, have nothing which approaches 
« in the leaft to that of Jzesvs CurisT. They do not reign 
« Over the Vill of Man, which is real Dominion, He exer- 
1 ciſes His Power principally on the Hearts and Minds of 
«« Men. Nothing is done, without His Order or Permiſſion. 
„% Every Thing is * by His Wiſdom and Power. Every - 
thing co- operates, directly or indĩrectly, to the Accompliſh- 

«© ment of His Deſigns. 11ſt all Things are in Motion, 
« and fluftuate, upon Earth; while States and Empires paſs 
« away with incredible Rapidity, and the Human Race, 
% yainly employ'd in the external view of theſe Things, are 
«« alſo . — in by the ſame Torrent, almoſt without per- 
*« ceiving it; There paſſes, in ſecret, an Order and Diſpoſition 
„of Things, unknown and inviſible, which, however, deter- 
„% mine our Fate to all Eternity. The Duration of Ages has ns 
4% other End, than the Formation of the Bodies of the Lias, 
« which augments, and tends daily towards Perſection. When 
« jt ſhall receive it's final Accompliſhment, by the Death of the 
„fa of the E/e#; Then cometh the End, when He fthall 
++ have deliver'd up the Kingdom to God, even the Father.“ 
Concluſion of Antient Hiftory. P. 297, 298. Ed. 1768. 


What Kingdom is That, which Chriſt, as Mediator, ſhall de- 
liver up to God the Father? It is, ſays this admirable Author, 
„% The Blefſed and Holy Company of the Elect.” Belles 


&ettres, Vol. 2. P. 304. 
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even of theſe STONES, to raiſe up children unto Abras 
ham : Matth. 3. 9. intimating, that nothing, ſhort 
of Divine Abilty, can ſavingly convert the Soul 
and that unrenew'd Sinners can no more change 
themſelves into Saints, than Stones can transform 
themſelves into Men. Nay, even the Regenerate 
are (tho* with ſome Diverſity of Modification) ex- 
hibited under a ſimilar Image: Ye, therefore, as 
Evely STONES, are built up, a ſpiritual Houſe. 
1 Pet. 2. 5. Teaching us, that altho*, by virtue 
of Grace received, Men are ſubſeguently active and 
diligent in every good Word and Work ; yet that, 
in their rt Reception of ſaving Grace, poor 
Free-will has no Employ : but that the Receivers 
of Grace are as abſolutely paſſive, and that Con- 
verſion is as totally the Operation of God, as the 
ſevering of Stones from their native Quarry, and 
the erecting of them into an elegant Building, are 
the Effects of human Agency. Nay, God the 
Father Himſelf condeſcends (at leaſt, as we render 
the Paſſage) to ſpeak of His Elect People under a 
ſimile nearly ally*d to the foregoing : They hall be 
mine, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, i. e. I will publicly 
own em as ſuch, in that Day when I make up my 
Jewtrs. Mal. 3. 17. now, unleſs T am vehe- 
mently miſtaken, Jewels are but another name for 
precious Stones, — On the whole, Mr. Veſtey's dar- 
ing to hammer out, on the very Anvil of Scrip- 
ture, a Cavil againſt the Decrees of God; a Cavil, 
partly made up of Scripture Metaphors; looks ſo 
like a Wiſh to turn the Bible's own Artillery againſt 
Itſelf, as leaves too much Room to fear that 'tis 
as natural to Him to pervert and gain- ſay, as it is 
for a Spark to aſcend, a Feather to float, or a Stone 


' to ſink. 


N 

He brings to my mind, however, an Anecdote, 
equally inſtructive in itſelf, and pertinent to the 
Caſe in hand. Two very eminent Clergymen, 
who are, and have long been, diſtinguiſhed orna- 
ments of the Church of England; were converſing 
together, ſome years ago, concerning Predftination 
and invincible Grace. One of theſe excellent Per- 
ſons (who was, at that Time, an Arminian) ſaid 
to the Other, in the Warmth of free Debate, 
“ Pray, Sir, don't make me an abſolute Machine. 
« Allow me to have u little more Power of ſelf. 
« determination, than a Stoct, or a Stone!” To 
which his Learned Friend reply*d, © Indeed, Sir, 
4 a Stone has the Advantage of you. Man's re- 
« bellious Heart is, by nature, and fo far as ſpi- 
c ritual Things are concern'd, more untractable 
ce and unyielding, than a Stone itſelf. I may take 
up a Stone, and throw it, this way or that, in 
« what Direction I pleaſe: and it obeys the Im- 
« pulſe of my Arm. Whereas, in the Sinner's 
« Heart, there is every ſpecies of Hatred and Op- 
<« poſition to God: nor can any Thing, but am- 
« #ipotent Power, lay it's Enmity, and ſuperſede 
« it's Reſiſtance.” Hence, God's gracious Pro- 
miſe, to renew His People, runs in this remark- 
able Style: I will take away the .Stony' Heart out 
of your Fleſh. Ezek. 36. 26. | 

Still Mr. Veſtey aſſerts, wtih a © poſetively®* 
(which, to be ſure, is Demonſtration), that, on 
the ſcheme of Prz-ordination, the Reprobate can 
« bave no /in at all.“ Indeed? They are quite 
finleſs, are they? As perfect as Mr. Weſley him- - 
ſelf? O excellent Reprobation! Let not Mr. Jahn, 
who is ſo fiery an Advocate for finleſs Perfection, 
ever open his Mouth againſt ſuch a Preterition as 
This It is one of his own Conſequences (a Con- 
85 ſequence 
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ſequence which, however, like the reſt, remains 
unproved), that God's Decree makes the Reprobate 
themſelves free from Sin. What, then, muſt the 


Ekled be? And how does it enſue, from hoſe Pre- 


miſſes, that the former ſhall periſpbd, do what TEE 
0 


can;“ and the latter be ſaved, be they ever 


wicked ?—Beſides: If Reprobates be /nleſs; if 
they be, not merely nominal, but rea/PerteCtioniſts , 
nay, immutably perfect, ſo that they can have © xg 


" 4 fin at all;” will it not follow, that Mr. Weſley's 


own Perfectioniſts are Reprobates ? For, ſurely, if 
Reprobates may be fnle/s, the ſinleſs may be Re- 
probates. Did not Mr. John's MALIcE out-run his 
CRAFT, when he advanc'd an objection ſo extremely 
unguarded, and and fo eaſily retortible ? 
But on what is the Anleſſueſa of Reprobates ſup- 
os'd to depend? On wo Aſſertions of mine: 


which, fairly quoted, are very unfavorable both 


to the Conſequence and the Conſequence-Drawer. 


1. I have ſaid, in Zanchius,* that PREDESTINA- 
TION. (taken in it's moſt comprehenſive Import) 
may be defin'd, That eternal, moſt wiſe, and im- 
mutable Decree of God, whereby he did, from before 


all Time, determine and ordain to create, diſpoſe of, 


and direct to ſome particular End, every PERSON and 
THING, #0 which He bas given, or is yet to give, 
Being: and to make the waOLE Creation ſubſervient 
to, and declarative of, nis owN GLORY,—Said I 
this of myſelf? ſays not Scripture the ſame alſo? 
The Lord hath made all THIN S for HIMSELF, 
yea, even the WICKED for the Day of Evil. Prov. 6. 14. 


hut do the Righteous, likewiſe, fall under an 


unalterable Decree? Yes: for it is written, Being 
| „ . | PRE 


11 
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PREDESTINATED gaccording to the PURPOSE of Him 
who woRKETH ALL THINGS according to the Coun- 
fel of His own Will. Eph. 1. 11. And, indeed, 
either this is true, or there is no Governor of the 
World. Unleſs God pors actually work all Things 
according to the Counſel of his own Will, i. e. “ diſ- 
„ poſe of, and direct to ſome particular End, 
& every Perſon and Thing to which He hath given 
Being; Providence is no more than an empty 
name. Upon the Plan of Mr. Weſley's Con/e- 
| 22 the Wretch was not a Fool, but wiſe, who 
aid in his Heart, There is no Cod. I defy the Pe- 
lagian to ſtrike out a middle Way between Provi- 
dence and Chance. If God does not diſpoſe of every 
Being, and of every Event, fo as to © make the 
he Creation ſubſervient to and declarative of 
& His own Glory,” Chance, not Providence, reigns. 
Prove but this, that Chance is paramount; and 
maintain the Exiſtence of God if you can. Why 
did the Heathens themfelves juſtly deem Epicurus * 
an ATHEIST ? not becauſe he deny'd the Being of 
God (for he aſſerted That); but becauſe he deny'd 
the Agency of God's aniverſal Providence, — Let 
Predeſtination and Providence do by no means an- 
nihilate n. The Doctrine only affirms, that thro” 
the unſearcharble Wiſdom of the Great ſuper-in- 
tending Mind, even the efficacious Permiſſion of 
Evil ſhall, in the End, be over-rul'd to Good. I 
cannot, moreover, but obſerve, how wretchediy 
Mr. Weſley's Conſequences claſb together, and de- 
roy each other. In this very Paper, he revives 
the old, impudent Cavil, that Predeſtinaton makes 
God the Author of Six. Whoſe FAULT wait,“ 
ſays he, that Judas betray'd Chriſt ? you plainly 
« (ay, It was not his fault but God's.” Without the 


leaſt Heat or Emotion, I plainly ſay, Mr. Weſizy 
N LYES. 
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tyzsz. I never even thought, nor intimated, much 
leis ſaid (leaſt of all, faid plainly), that it was 
« God's Fault, and not the Fault of Judas. But, 

if God's Decree and Providence are incompatible 
with n, inſomuch, that the very reprobates them- 
ſelves © can have no /in at all,” I Hould be glad 
to know how God's Decree and Providence can 
make him the Author of fin? One or other, there- 
fore, of theſe Cavils muſt fall; they can never both 
be true, becauſe they are flat contradictions. On 
one Hand, God cannot be the Author of Evil, if 
there is zo Evil for Him to be the Author of: and, 
on the other Hand, even upon the horrid ſuppoſi- 
tion of his being the Author of ſin, it would ne- 
ceſſarily follow, that /in and the Decree were per- 
fectly conſiſtent.—But the Truth is, the Con- 
ſiſtency of God's Decree with the voluntary nature 
of in, is evident from the many Scripture Examples 
already alledg'd. I have proved, by thoſe, that 
aſolute Predeſtination, on the Part of God, does 
not make fin involuntary, on the Part of Man. 

Conſequently, God is not the Author of moral Evil. 

I have affirm'd before, and I affirm again, That 
God is the Creator of the wicked, but NoT of their 
wickedneſs: He is the Author of their Being, but 
not the Infuſer of their fin. *Tis moſt certainly His 
WiLL (for adorable and unſearchable Reaſons) to 
PERMIT in: but, with all poſſible Reverence be it 


ſpoken, it ſhould ſeem that He canxor, conſiſtently 


with the Purity of His nature, the Glory of His At- 
tributes, and the Truth of His Declarations, be Him- 


ſelf the Aurhox of it. Sin, ſays the Apoſtle, en- 


ter d into the World by one Man: meaning, by 
Adam. Conſequently, it was NOT introduced by the 
Derry Himſelf. Tho", without the Permiſſion of 
His Will, and the Concurrence of His Providence, 

t's 


1 
it's Introduction had been impoſſible. Yet is He not 
bereby the Author of fin ſo introduc'd.* 

2, I am charg'd with ſimply and nakedly af- 
firiuing, that God Himſelf did © predeftinate them”? 
[the Reprobate] © 4 fill up the meaſure of their 
* Tniquitys.” Either Mr. Welley is a very ſuper- 
ficial Peruſer of the Pamphlet on which he animad- 
verts, or a very malicicus and diſhoneſt one. For, 
is not my true meaning expreſsly declar'd, P. 22? 
where I ſpeak thus: God not only works efficaciouſly 
on his Ele#, that they may will and do that which is 
well pleaſing in his fight; but does, likewiſe, fre- 
guently and powerfully SUFFER the wicked to fill up 
the meaſure of their Iniquitys, by committing freſh 
fins. In Proof of which latter Part of the Para- 
graph, I there refer to no fewer than sixrEEN 
Paſjages of Scripture : all which are very prudently 
paſs'd over without notice by the Pelagian Metho- 
diſt. 

Can any Thing be more certain, than, (1.) that 
God actually does work in his own People that 
which is well-pleaſing in His fight (Heb. 13. 21)? 
And is it not, equally, matter of Fa#, (2.) that He 

2 like- 
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* See my Doctrine of Ab/olute Predeſtination, P. 47. Ts this 
making God the Author of fin ? Impudence itſelf might bluſh 
to affirm it. On, but don't you ſay, P. 25. that God a 
« eth all Things in all men, even W ickedneſs in the Wicked? and 
« that This is one Branch of His Onnipetence! I anſwer, no. 
I do rot ſay fo, Neither does Zanchius ay ſo. "Tis Luther, 
who ſays, Deum omnia operari in omnibus; etiam mala in 
* Impiis:* and the words ſtand as a Quotation from Him. 
But why did you quote thoſe words at all?“ for a very good 
Reaſon ; a Reaſon, alledg'd in the Preface to the Pamphlet 
itſelf: viz. to ſhew, that Luther aſſerted the Doctrine of Pre- 
deftination with much more Warmth, and proceded to much 
Har er Lengths in defending it, than Calvin himſelf. 
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likewife ſuffers the Wicked to fl up the Meaſure f 
their Iniquitys? Is not the very Phraſeology, in which 
Both theſe Propoſitions are expreſs'd, the poſitive, 
repeated Language of God Himſelf? What was 
the Reaſon, which the Almighty condeſcended to 
ive to Abraham, why the Poſterity of the Latter 
ſhould reſide for ſeyeral Ages in Egypt, prior to 
their ſettlement in the promis'd Land? Becauſe, 
ſays God, the Iniquity of the Amorites is not yet 
full. Gen. 15. 16. Divine Sovereignty had deter- 
mined to permit the Canaanites to arrive at a cer- 
tain meaſure of Wickedneſs; nor could they be 
diſpoſſeſs'd of their country, *till that meaſure was 
ll d up.—Many Centurys after, it was revealed to 
Daniel, that the Romans ſhould not be maſters of 
the Grecian Empire, and thereby be at full Liberty 
to turn their Arms againſt Judea, fi the Tranſ- 
 greſſors are come to the full, 1. e. till the ſinfullneſs 
of the Latter was conſummated, and they fully ripe 
for Deſtruction: Dar 8. 23, 24.—If we deſcend 
to the Age of the Mrss1an's Incarnation, we 
ſhall find the Son of God Himſelf ſpeaking in 
the ſame awful Terms: Fill ye up the Meaſure of 
your Fathers, was His tremendous Language ta 
the Reprobate Jews; Matth. 23. 32.— Of the 
ſame People, St. Paul has the ſame Expreſſion, 
where he obſerves, that the Jews did all they could 
to obſtruct the Miniſtry of Chriſt's faithfull Meſ- 
ſengers : forbidding us to ſpeak to the Gentiles that 
they might be ſaved; to FILL ur their $INS- always, 
for Wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſt. 
1 Theff. 2. 16.— As long as my humble Efforts 
in Behalf of Truth ſpeak the Senſe and bear the 
Stamp of SCRIPTURE ; I matter not, tho' ten Thou- 
land Weſleys were to rave and rail, 


The 
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The Arminian had ſtill one more defperate 
Puſh to make, in favor of his ſinking Conſequence, 
To this End, I am introduc'd as ſaying, That 
* God decreed the Fews to be the Crucifiers of Chriſt, 
* and Judas to betray Him.” How! the Jews 
the Crucifiers of Chriſt! They were not: nor do 
J any where cal} em ſo, Every Body knows, 
that the Romans were the Murtherers of the Lord 
of Glory, tho' they became ſuch at Jewiſh Inſti- 
gation, I am, once more, under a neceſſity of 
quoting myſelf, God efficaciouſly PERMITTED 
(having ſo DECREED), i. e. having decreed to per- 
mit, the Jews to be in Error the Crucifyers of 
Chriſt, and Judas to betray Him.“ Chriſt could 
not have been betray'd and crucity'd, had not his 
Prodition and Crucifixion been permitted, And, if 

ermitted, that Permiſſion muſt have been decreed. 
For. it were Impiety, equivalent to Atheiſm, to ſup- 
poſe that God permits any Thing againſt his Will: 
and the Will of an all wiſe, unchangeable Being 
is and muſt be eternal. If any new Deſign (be 
it a Deſign of Efficiency, or of Permiſſion) can 
have Place in God, God is no longer unchangeable. 
Nay, God would be no longer immortal: for, as 
the Learned and judicious Mr.-Polhi/1+ obſerves, 
every 


DPoctr. of Abſ. Pred. P. 72, i 

+ In his admirable Treatiſe on The Divine Will confider'd in 
it's eternal Decrees and Holy Execution of them. This great 
Writer was a Lay-gentleman, of conſiderable Family and For- 
tune, ſeated at Burauaſb, in Suſſex. Another Treatiſe of his, 
entitled, Precious Faith conſidered in it's Nature, Workings, ana 
Growth ; is one of the fineſt and moſt evangelical Books on 
that important ſubjeR, that is to be met with in the Engliſh 
Language, If the volume, firſt mentioned, ſpeaks to the 
Head, and ranſacks almoſt all the Stores of Learning and Ge- 
nius ; the Latter ſpeaks no leſs to the Heart, and unlocks the 
richeſt Treaſures of Experimental Grace.— The Author flo- 
riſked in the Reign of Cherks I. 


(78 ] 
& every Change is a Kind of Death.” Whoever un- 
dergoes any Alteration, dyes to that he was before, 
and which he changes from. In ſuch a caſe,” 
ſays that eminent Maſter in Iſrael, « muſt there 
not fall a change upon the very Being of God 
« Himſelf? and muſt not the Deity ſuffer, and, 
&« as it were, dye in this Mutation? which aſtoniſh- 
ing Cataſtrophes being forever to be abhorred, 
I conclude, that God's Decrees muſt needs be 
„ immutable, as long as there is any Stability in 
His Eternity, Infallibility in His Præſcience, 
« Surencſs in His Grace and Truth, and Immor- 
« tality in His Life or Eſſence.” | 
Mr. Weſiey may poſſibly object, That the Be- 
traying and Death of Chriſt might be decreed as 
Events, without poſitively fixing on the particular 
Inſtruments by whom thoſe Events ſhould be brought 
about. As if God would fix the End, without any 
effectual Regard to the Means] Would even a 
wile Man act in this manner? Much leſs He, who is 
Wiſdom itſelf. Judas was expreſsly pointed out as 
the Traitor, by Chriſt Himſelf: He that dippeth 
his Hand with me in the Diſh, tbe sau ſhall be- 
tray me. Matth. 26. 23. And this unhappy Per- 
ſon, tho* choſen to the ApoPtleſhip (John 6. 70.), 
was never choſen to ſalvation: whence that of our 
Lord, 1 ſpeak not of you all; I know whom I have 
CHOSEN; but, that the Scripture may be fullfilled, 
he that eateth Bread with me hath lifted up his 
Heel againſt me. John 13. 18. Nor was Judas 
ever endu'd with ſaving Faith: Feſus knew from 
' the Beginning who they were that BELIEVED Nor, 
and who ſhould BeTRAY Him: and He ſaid, There- 
fore ſaid I unto yon, that no man CAN come unto Me 
(i. e. no man ſavingly believe in Me) unleſs it were 
GIVEN wnto him of my Father. John 6. 64, 65. 
Hence, 
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Hence, Judas is term'd the Son of Perdition; and 
when he dy'd, is ſaid to have gone to his own Place. 
Should ſuch awfull Paſſages as theſe, excite us to 
blaſpheme and reply againſt God ? Should they nor 
rather make us fall poſtrate at His Footſtool, and 
cry, each for himſelf, in the Duſt of penitential 
Abaſement, God be merciful to me a Sinner — The 
Son of Man, ſaid Incarnate Wiſdom, poeth, (i. e. 
gyeth the Death of the Croſs) as it was written of 
Him, »abu; yiſgaxtas wigs ale, as it was decreed concern- 
ing Him; but Won to that man by whom the Son of 
Man is betrayed : it were good for that Man if be 
had never been born. Matth. 26. 24.—Now, 
notwithſtanding the abſolute Decree, and notwith- 
ſtanding Judas undeſignedly fullfill'd it; had he 
not been, in the midſt of all, an accountable 
Agent, a Woe could not poſſibly have been de- 
nounc'd againſt him: much leſs ſuch a Woe, as 
ſhould render even non-exiſtence a Privilege, I 
infer, therefore, from Chriſt's own words, that 
Men are, at once, ſubject to God's Diſpoſal, as a 
Prædeſtinator; and amenable to His Tribunal as a 
Law-grver. 

When St. Peter declar'd, that Chriſt was de- 
liver'd up to Death by the determinate Counſel and 
Fore-knowledge of God (Acts 2. 23.); tis worthy of 
obſervation, that he declar'd this, on the very 
Day of Pentecofl, 1MMEDIATELY after the miracu- 
lous Deſcent of the Holy. Ghoſt. The Apoſtle, 
therefore, was under the abſolute Impulſe of that 
Bleſſed Perſon. Nay, he was d with the Holy 
Spirit, and /paxe as that Spirit gave bim utterance. 
Conſequently, in the Judgment of the Hory Spi- 
RIT Himſelf, there is no real Incompatibility be- 
tween God's determinate Counſel, and the Micted- 
xe/5 of their Hands who bring that Counſel to 
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paſs. Mr. Y/eſey's frequent Repetitions of the ſame 
threadbare Objections, oblige me, oftener than 
I could with, to repete my Anſwers. 

Be it ſo, then, that Mortals are, at preſent, too 
ſhort-ſighted, entirely to comprehend, and fully 
to diſcern, HOW the Effcacious Purpoſes of HE As 
VEN are perfectly conſiſtent with the moral Re- 
ſponſibiliiy of Man, *Tis plain, from meridian Evi- 
dence of Scripture, that they are ſo : and this ought 
to ſatisfy hs who believe that the Scriptures are 
of God. Woe unto him that ſtriveth his MAKER : 
let the Potſherd ſtrive with the Polſberd of the 
Earth; but ſhall the Clay fay to Him that faſhion'd 
it, What makeſt Thou ? Wai. 45. 9. ſhall we, with 
Mr. Veſiey, labor to quench the Light we have? 
and fly in the Face of Scripture? and give God 
Himſelf the Lye, by way of deſperate Revenge 
for His not having made us omni/cient? Nay : but 
may we, with Fear and Trembling, adore the 
Deep Things of God, *till Death takes. off the 
Veil. May Divine Grace make us Believers on 
Earth; of what, in Heaven, we truſt to be Com- 
prehenders : nor ſuffer us to be carry'd away with 
that ſtrong Deluſion, that monſtrous ſyſtem of 
Arminianiſin, which (in open Defiance of all Scrip- 
ture, Reaſon, and Fact) repreſents God as ac- 
countable to Man, under Pretence of making Man 
accountable to God. 

« God determined,” ſays the Pelagian, „that 
« the Reprobate ſhould live and dye in their fins, that 
« be might aftewards damn them] Say rather, that 
ſome Men are permitted to live and dye in their 
fins, the conſequence of which is Condemnation. 
As to the horrid Parallell, which Mr. V. labors 
to run, between the Maſt Higb GOD, and one of 


the moſt abandoned Emperors that ever diſgrac'd 
the 
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the Roman Diadem; I have only this to remark: 
1. That the Writer, who is capable of taking 
ſuch blaſphemous Libertys with the adorable So- 
vereign of Heaven and Earth, muſt have drank 
deep "indeed into that ſatanic ſpirir which oppoſerb 
and exalteth itſelf above all that is called Ged. 2. 
The whole Parallell is copy'd almoſt verbatim, 
from an old Book, firit publiſhed in the reign of 
Charles I. A. D. 1633. by one Samuel Hoord, alias 
Hoard, alias Hord (tor I find him bearing all theſe 
names in print), He was a clergyman of the 
Laudæan Faction; and, by way of Cover for his 
Apoſta CO been, originally, a zealous main- 
tainer of the xxx1x Articles „ printed the above- 
mention'd Treatiſe, commonly known by the 
Title of “God's Love to Mankind.” From which 
Treatiſe, Mr. Weſley borrow'd his whole Para- 
graph concerning God and Tiberius; but without 
giving it as a Quotation, or dropping the leaſt hint 
to his Readers that the Compariſon was none of 
his own, Nothing comes amiſs to this Gentleman. 
Not content with aſſaulting the Living, he even 
rifles the Dead: and, rather than not rifle at all, 
robs em of their very Blaſphemys. Unleſs he 
goes upon the old, fanatic Principle, that Brethren 
thould have a!! 7 hings i in common. 3. I am ſaved 
from the Trouble of canvaſſing Mr. Hoord's ſi- 
mile: it having been effectually done to my Hands 
by no leſs Perfons than the renown'd Dr. Davenant, 
Biſhop of Saliſtury; and that Prodigy, of Meta- 
phyſical Learning, the ever memorable Dr. Twiſſe: 
who condeſcended to immortalize Hoord's name, 
by their candid, ſolid, and learned Anſwers. 
For the Refutation of that particular Calumny 
againſt God, which Mr. Wefley's Plagiariſm has 
adopted for his own; I ſhall content myſelf with 

M re- 
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referring the Reader to the Treatiſes of thoſe great 
and eminent Champions for Grace,* It may be 
worth a moment's while, however, to trace the Pedi- 
ree of the impious Companion, Bertius + (as Dr. 
8 obſerves) objected it, long before, to the 
celebrated Piſcator, by whom it was amply refuted. 
Hoord 7 it from Bertius; and Mr, Veſiey 
cribb'd it from Hoord. 

I congratulate the Reader on his ſight of Land. 

We are come now to the 
Vth and laſt Conſequence, viz. that, on the Prin- 
ciple of Abſolute Predeſtination, there can be 
% no future Judgment. Here, again, the Conſe- 
quence is falſe, For, Abſolute Predęſtination is the 
very Thing that renders the future Judgement cer- 
tain : God hath aypoinTED [, bath FIX'D] @ 
Day, in which He will judge the World in Righteouſ- 
neſs, by that Man whom He bath ORDAINED | war, 
decreed): Acts 17, 31.-—Nay, ſays Mr. John; It 
„ requires more Pains than all the MEN upon Earth 
« and all the DEVILS in HELL will ever be able to 
* take;” yiz, to reconcile the Doctrine of Repro- 
- bation, 


. 
— ES 


a” — 


See Biſhop NavenanT's Animadwer/ions, &c. P. 150. 

Edit. 1641.— And Dr. Twissz's Riches of Ged's Lowe te the 
Hesel. of Mercy, P. 23, 24. Edit. 1653. Fol. 
I This was the fame Peter Bertius, who pronounc'd Armi- 
#ius's Funeral Oration (vide ipſ. Orat. Arminii Operib, 
prefix.); and, ſome years after, render'd his Arminianiſm 
complete, by openly declaring himſelf a Papi: fee Arch- 
Biſhop Us1sx's Letters, ſubjoin'd to his Life by Dr. Parr, 
Let. 50. and 53. P. 82. and 85.— This Bertius had long fi- 
gur'd it at the Head of the Arminian Faction, and had par- 
ticularly diltinguiſhed himſelf by a Treatſe againſt Final Per- 
ſeverance, entitled, Hymenaus Deſertor. To which latter Cir- 
cumſtance, Arch-Biſhop Uſer ſmartly alludes, where he ob- 
ſerves (ut ſupr.), that, in commencing Roman Catholic, Ber- 
tius did but verify the Title of his own Book. 


- 


83 1 
dation, with the Doctrine of a Judgment Day. Be 
not quite ſo fiery, meek Mr. Jobn. It might, 
perhaps, be for your Intereſt (and it certainly would 
for That of the Devils in Hell”), to find that 
 Reprobates cannot be judęed. But feed not your- 
felf with ſuch delufive Hope. I have already 
ſnewn, that even the moſt flagrant ſinners, ſin vo- 
luntarily, notwithſtanding the inevitable Accom- 
pliſnment of God's effective and permiffive De- 
crees. Now, They, who fin voluntarily, are ac. 
countable + and accountable ſinners are fudicable: 
and, if judicable, they are puniſhable. Be content, 
therefore, with conjuring back the Ghoſts of Pe- 
ter Bertius, Samuel Hoord, Gregory Lopez, John 
Goodwin, and Thomas Grantham. The ſecond- 
hand Arguments, which you ſo induftriouſly cull 
from theſe arid ſuch- like Heroes, are quite ſuffi- 
cient (tho* not to prove your Doctrines, yet) to 
convince us both of your Zeal and your Abilitys, 
without your calling up all the Devils in Hell” 
to augment your Train. Beſides, the Teſtimony 
of the /atter would do you no good: for they were 
Lyars from the Beginning. I wiſh, your own fu+ 
ture Regard to TRUTH may give us Reaſon to hope, 
that they have nothing to do with you, nor you with 
them. EEE 

God © had determined,” ſays the objector, that 
the Reprobate ** ſhould continue impenitent. Their 
« [pnorance of God, and of the Things of God, was 
„not willfull, but owing to the Sovereign Will of 
«| God. God had abſolutely decreed, before they were 
ce porn, that they ſhould live and dye in Unbelief. God 
« Himſelf unalterably decreed, that they ſhonld not 
« love either God or Man. Their repeated Iniquitys 
and Tranſgreffions were in effect His own Ad and 


« Deed.” ——Flagrant Miſrepreſentation through- 
M 2 out. 
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out. The utmoſt our Doctrine amounts to, is 
That the Omniſcient Mind (to whom all Things 
are, and ever were, preſent at once) conſidering 
the Human Race as fallen, was pleaſed to ordain 
the Recovery of an innumerable Multitude, and 
$0 leave the reſt unreſtor' d. So that, with Regard 
to the former, Mercy is glorify'd in their Election, 
Redemption, Sanctification, and Eternal Happi- 
neſs: as Juſtice is, in the Condemnation of the lat- 
ter, for their Impenitence, Unbelief, and Diſobe- 
dience. Oh, but could they ever repent, believe, 
and obey?” I am not afraid to anſwer, with the 
Word of God, that Repentance, Faith, and Sanc- 
tification, are God's own Gifts, which he is not 
bound to beſtow on any man, and might have with- 
heldfrom all men. Where theſe Graces are given, 
Rectitude and Happineſs follow: where they 
are not given, Sin and Miſery continue to reign. 
Given they are to ſome: or none would have 
them. Given they are not, to all; elſe none would 
be without them. The Regenerate work the Works 
of God with Conſent, Freedom, and Deſire; in 
eonſequence of Grace beſtow'd: The Unregenerate 
commit Evil, with no leſs Deſire, Freedom, and 
Conſent, in Conſequence of that Original Depra- 
pravation which God (for unfathomable Reaſons) 
was pleas'd to permit, and which nothing but His 
own Grace can effectually ſuperſede. Which 
Grace He vouchſafes to, and witholds from, whom 
He pleaſes. 

Neither Election, on one Hand; nor Reprobation, + 
on the other, will be found to claſh with the Pro- 
ceſs of the final Judgment. Not Election: for 
Chriſt Himſelf will preach Election from the 
Judgement- ſeat. Come, ye Bleſſed of my Father 
(why Bleſſed of His Father, in particular? becauſe 
Election was God the Father's Act), inherit the 

King- 
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Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of tht 
Werld. Matth. 25. 34.—Nor Reprobation : for God's 
Decree of Preterition (evinc'd by the voluntary 
Tranſgreſſions of the Perſons paſſed by), will be 
ſolemnly appealed to, in that great and terrible 
Day. MWhoſoever was not found written in tho 
Book of Life, was caſt into the Lake of Fire, 
Rev. 20. 15. | 
So much for Mr. Wefley and his Conſequences. 
A few Words, in my Turn, concerning Calviniſm 
and Arminianiſm in general; and then, for the pre- 
ſent, Manum de Tabuld. * 
It might naturally enough be expected, that a 
Man, who is ſo liberally lamentable in his Out- 
crys againſt the Doctrine of Predeſtination, and 
carrys to ſuch horrid Length his Invectives againſt 
the Purpoſes and Providence of God; ſhould him- 
ſelf adopt, and be fairly able to propoſe, a ſcheme 
of Salvation, exempt even from the Appearance of 
that Unmercifullneſs, which he affects to find, in 
the Scheme of thoſe, from whom he ſo violently 
diſſents. But what if the Reverſe be true? What 
if that very Arminian Doctrine, aſſerted by Mr. 
Weſley, ſhould, on a near Inſpection, be fairly con- 
victed of, not only apparent, but real Unmerci- 
fullneſs? even of more, and greater, than Malice 
itſelf can charge on the moſt diſtorted Portrait of 
Calviniſm? This I, ſome Pages back, engag'd to 
make good. All Paſſion and Prejudice apart, let 
us, Coolly and Candidly, addreſs ourſelves to the 

Enquiry. | 
According to Mr. W:/izy's own fundamental 
Principle of univerſal Grace; Grace itſelf, or the 
ſaving Influence of the Holy Spirit on the Hearts 
of Men, does and muſt become the Miniſtration of 
Eternal Death to Thoulands and Millions, That 
I do 
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Ido not wrong Mr. Waſtey, in aſſerting this, ſhafl 
be proved from his own Words: or, rather, from 


the Words of Mr. Robert Barclay, the celebrated 


Quaker; from whoſe Apology for that People, 
Mr. Weſiey (without mentioning the name of his 
Author) hath pirated a little Tractate, price 2d. 
and to which he hath given the' Title of Serious 
Confiderations on Abſolute Predeſtination. In this 
Tractate, pirated as aforeſaid, Mr. Weſey thus 
expreſſes ' himſelf (P. 13.): He“ [i. e. God] 
hath given to every man a Meaſure of Light and 
Grace; which, if it is not reſiſted, will work 
* the Salvation of ALL : but, if it is, will become 
their Condemnation.” So then, there is ſuch a 
Thing as condemning Grace, or Grace that eventually 
damns ſome unhappy Perſons on whom it is (moſt 
kindly!) beſtow'd. A very odd ſpecies of Grace, 
indeed. It would be juſt as ſound Divinity, and 
as ſound ſenſe, to talk of a damning Salvation, as 
of damning Grace. Surely, ſuch a Kind of Grace 
as this, a Grace which (as Mr. Weſley himſelf ac- 
knowledges) is too often baffled and foil'd by the 
Will of Man, and, of courſe, eventually condu- 
cive to ſink him deeper into everlaſting Ruin, had 
much better not have been given, or offer'd, than 
offer'd or given to increaſe the Condemnation of 
thoſe upon whom it is confer'd! Oh, but God 
« does not give his Grace with a view to increaſe 
„ their Condemnation who reject it: ſo far from 
« this, He ſeriouſſy intended that it ſhall, and ear- 
« neſtly Agſires that it may, work 'em into a ſtate of 
« Salvation. Which it will do, if they are wil- 
« ling to admit it and improve it.” I would only 
aſk you one plain Queſtion. Doxs God Know, or 
does He noT, previous to, and at the Time of, this 
ſuppes'd Gift, or Offer, WIE THER the 2 Fr 
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whom the Offer is made, WILL or will xor rejef it? 
Let us have no Equivocation, No Shuffling, 
No Evaſion, No Shifting of Terms. 
If you ſay, God does not know what the 
& Event will be;” I give you up for incurable, 
It is leſs impious to deny the very Exiſtence of 
God, than to ſtrip Him of His Omni/ciente,.. and 
thereby make him (as far as in you lyes) ſuch an 
one as yourſelf, By pleading Divine Ignorance (I 
ſhudder at the very Idea), you certainly flip out 
of my Hands: and *tis the only way by which you 
can, But your Eſcape coſts you very dear. In 
fiying from Calviniſm, you jump into Atheiſm. 
If you fay, that God does know what the Iſſue 
« will be, and that He , deliberately offers, or de- 
* /ignedly implants (no matter which), his Grace, to 
cor ina Perſon, who, He certainly knows, will aug- 
* ment his Guilt by finally reſiſting the 763604, A 
c offer'd or implanted ;”—then, where, oh where, 
is the Goodneſs of God ? I ſee not the leaſt Trace of 
it. But I fee enough of it's Reverſe : unleſs Love 
and Hatred, Mercy and Cruelty, are Terms ſy- 
nonymous. To harp on the old String, and alledge 
that Grace is not offer'd that it may increaſe 
© Condemnation;” would be nothing to the Pur- 
ſe, So far js it from being able to turn the Ba- 
Ang in your Favor, that *tis © lighter than the 
% Breath of a Fly,” If God knows, that the of- 
fer'd Grace will he rejected; *twould be Mercy to 
2 the Offer. Prove the contrary if you are 
able. | 
As I truſt there is 20 Man, who dares, on ma- 
ture Conſideration, to deny the all-comprehending 
Fore-knowledge, or (if you had rather have it ſo ex- 
preſsꝰd) the Omniſcience, of God ; I will venture to 
take that Attribute for granted: and argue from 
| it, 


. 
it, as from a Principle aſſumed. To this End, 1 
ſhall put the following Caſe. 

That ever- bleſſed Being, to whom all Fu 
are known from everlaſting, knew (we'll ſuppoſe) 
that a man, named Tiberius, would be born at 
ſuch a Time, of ſuch Parents, and live in ſuch a 
Place. God knew, moreover (even before this 
Perſon had Being), that he would obſtinately re//# 
and rejef the Influences of Grace, tho? e 
propoſed I argue on the Arminian Principle] and 
tender'd to his Acceptance: that he would by no 
means admit it, or be guided by it, though God 
ſincerely wiſhed he would,” an us'd all feaſible 
Methods for that Purpoſe. And yet, it ſeems, 
God a#ually offers Grace to this man: nay, even 
draws him (1. e. according to the Arminian notion 
of Divine Traction, God ſolicits, propounds mo- 
tives, excites, and would fain have him) to accept 
of it. But why this Yaſte of Divine Influence? Is 
it to add to Iniquitys already too great? and to 
ſeal Deſtruction, already too ſure? Can God be 
in earneſt, in offering Grace to one, who, He in- 
fallibly knows beforehand, will infalliby refuſe it, 
and therefore will never be the better, but much 
the worſe, for the Offer? or can it be from a Prin- 
ciple of Loving-Kindveſs, that the Deity is ſuppos'd 
to tamper (for, tampering it is) with Tiberius, by 
an Offer of Grace, which the omniſcient Offerer 
Knows will be in- effectual? „Oh, but Men are 
hereby made inexcuſable. Be it ſo: Yet, ſurely, 
God can never be thought, &kngwingly to render a 
Man more inexcuſable, by taking ſuch Meaſures as 
will certainly load him with accummlated Comentithes | 
tion, out of mere Love to that Man 

Let thoſe, then, who plead for ſuch Grace as 
= forbear to charge the Aſſertors of ¶pecial and 
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efficacious vocation, with repreſenting the Deity as 
unmerciſull: and, for common Decency's fake, 
ceaſe to tax the Doctrine, we plead for, with Ty- 
ranny and Cruelty. Might I dare to accommodate 
thoſe awfull words to the preſent occaſion, I would 
ſay, to the Patrons of Ineffectual Grace, Weep not 
for Us, but weep for yourſeldes. Level your Tra- 
gical Exclamations, about UNMERCIFULLNESs, at 
your own ſcheme, which truly and properly de- 
ſerves them. I appeal to the Judgment of every 
capable and unprejudic'd man, which ſyſtem is 
moſt worthy of God? the Arminian one, which 
repreſents the Father of Mercys as offering Grace 
to them, who, He knows, will only add fin to fin, 
and make themſelves two-fold more the Children 
of Hell, by refuſing it; Or, Our's, which, in 
perfect Harmony with the Scriptures, aſſerts, 
That Grace is given to Thoſe ozly, who, by that 
very Grace ſo given them, are made willing to 
receive it, and in whom it is a Well of water ſpring- 
ing up into Holineſs, Good Works, and Lite 
everlaſting ? 

Juſtly does the great Calvin exclaim againſt the 
Weakneſs and Abſurdity of thoſe Reaſoners, who, 
while they affect to be © ſuch Conſcientious Advo- 
% cates for the [Mercy and] Juſtice of God, 
« {tumble at every Straw that lyes in their Way:““ 
but when they have a Turn to ſerve, or an Idol- 
opinion of their own to ſer up, make nothing of 
jumping over maſly Beams,“ and fighting thro? 


thick and thin. For God to reſtrain the Opera- 
N tions 
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＋ Bonos iftes Juſtitiæ Dei Patronos perplexot harere in 
Feflucd, altas verb Trabes ſuperart, nimis ab/urdum eff, CALv. 
Inſtit. L. 3. . 23. 5 7. 
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tions of Grace to Them who ſhall actually be 
ſaved, is © Partiality and Injuſtice.” But to offer, 
and even to give, His Grace to Thoſe that will cer- 
tainly reject and make an ill uſe of it, and thereby 
render it the means of rer Condemnation; THIS 


is Mercy, Goodneſs, Compaſſion, and tender Lov- 
«* ing-Kindneſs!** In this manner does Arminia- 


niſm ſtrain at Gnats and ſwallow Camels! even 


by repreſenting Grace itſelf as the Adminiſtration 
of complicated Six and accumulated Ruin to Mil- 
lions and Millions of Adam's Poſterity. While 
honeſt Calviniſm makes Grace the real Admini- 
ſtration of preſent Holineſs and endleſs Happineſs 
to Al on whom it is confer'd.—The former turns 
the very Goodneſs of God into eventual Poyſon. 
The Latter only affirms, that the non-Elect are 

left in a ſtate of nature, without the Addition 
of ineffectual Grace to double the meaſure of 
their Sin and Miſery : and that, with Regard to 
the Elect, whoſe Millions are countleſs by man, 
God both intends their Regeneration, and actually 
efeZs it by the Omnipotence of His Love. On the 
whole, We mult, 1. gither deny tbe Omxrscrevce 
of God (and we may as well deny His Exiſtence 


.outright;) or, 2. mate GRACE itſelf the defign'd. 


Miniſtration of DzaTH to unnumber'd Myriads of 
Men; or, 3. acknowledge, with Scripture, that 
God is the SOVEREIGN Diſpenſer of His own Grace; 


that this Grace. is divinely effeftual; and, conſe- 


quently, that God bath mercy on whom He WILL 

bave mercy. 5 | 
I have often wonder'd, how ſo many good 
People, who would ftart at Ariani/m, can fo 
ghbly ſwallow and fo eaſily digeſt Arminiani ſin. 
„Oh, but Mr. Jobn has told us that Arminians 
are not Arians.” True: Al! Arminians are not; 
tho very many of em are. Moſt Arians, however, 
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are Arminians, tho? ſome Arminians are not Ari. 
ans. Arianiſin robs Two of the Divine Perſons. 
Arminianiſm robs all the TREE. If Arianiſm 
robs the Son and Spirit, of their proper Deity ; 
Arminianiſm robs the FaruER of His Sovereignty, 
Decrees, and Providence: the Sox, of His Efficacy as 
a Savior: and the Spixir, of His Efficacy as a 
Sanctifyer. An Arian repreſents the Son and 
Spirit as Dependents on God the Father: an Ar- 
minian repreſents God the Father as dependent 
on the Wills of Men for the Accompliſhment of 


His Deſires, God the Son as dependent on the 


Wills of Men for the Succeſs of His Mediation, 
and God the Spirit as dependent on the Wills of 
Men for the ſucceſs of His Agency. 

Arianiſm and Arminianiſm, like Water and 
Ice, have a natural Tendency to produce each 
other. Nor was it without Reaſon, that a very 
able Advocate for the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
traces, in the Preface to his excellent Work on that 
Subject, both the Arianiſin and the Deiſm of the 
Age, to Arminianiſm, as the grand ſource of Both. 
The Reader, I am perſuaded, will not only excuſe, 
but approve, my laying before Him a Por Ex- 
tra from that maſterly Preface. Which I the 
rather do, as it may be a means of acquainting 
ſome with a certain truth they don't ſcem aware of: 
viz, that the trite, common-place objection to Pre- 
deftination, drawn from the plauſible Topics of 
Partiality, Unmercifullneſs, and Injuſtice; does, if 
admitted at all, conclude as ſtrongly againſt the 
whole Chriſtian Revelation, as againſt the Doctrines 
of Grace in particular, | | 
| N 2 | . 
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®* The preſent Learned, worthy and venerable Mr. $165, of 
Nottingham, 
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The Argument by which ſome Men “ are in- 
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duced to deny the Doctrine of Election, will, with 
equal force, conclude with the Deiſts againſt all 
Reveal d Religion: and, according to their [i. e. 
the Arminian] way of Reaſoning, it is impoſſible 
that the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment can be a Revelation from God; becauſe, 
IT 1s NOT MADE To ALL'MANKIND.. If it 
be eſſential to the Goodneſs and Equity of the 
Divine Nature, for God to have an equal Regard 
to all His Creatures; and if He js ſo ed up, by 
thoſe Perfections, that He can't, in His So- 
vereignty and Free Grace, beſtow peculiar and 
diſtinguiſhing Favors on thoſe upon whom He 


e pleaſes to fix His Love; Then, He muſt either 
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not make amy Revelation at all, or elſe that Re- 


velation muſt be made to every Individual of the 


Human Race. But ſince it is plain, that the 
Method of Salvation, revealed in the Scriptures, 
is not made known to every Individual [of Man- 
kind]; it would follow, by neceſſary conſe- 
quence, [from the above Principle], that the 
Scripture cannot be a Revelation from God: be- 
cauſe His Perfections, as is ſuppoſed, would 
oblige Him to make thoſe Scriptures equally 
known to all Men, Thoſe, therefore, who deny 
the Doctrine of Election, upon this Principle, 
That it is inconſiſtent with that GooDwess, 
Equ1TY, and JusTICE, which are eſſential to the 
Divine Nature, whereby He regards equally ALL 
bis creatures; are obliged, upon the ſame Prin- 
ciple, to deny that the Scriptures are a divine Re- 
velation. If Election be deny'd, becauſe it 
makes a Difference among thoſe who [are ſup- 
poſed to] have an equal claim to the Divine Fa- 
vor; it muſt be no leſs inconſiſtent with the 

| 7 « Goodneſs 
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+ Goodneſs: and Juſtice of God, to make an 

« ſuch Reveltaion to any Part of Mankind. 
„ whereby their Condition is made better than 
*« Others of the Human Race to whom that Re- 
« yelation is not made known. Which [way of 
« Reaſoning, in either Caſe] throws the greateſt 
“ Reflection on the whole Conduct of Divine Pro- 
« vidence, in all thoſe Inſtances of it, whereby the 
** Condition of any of God's reaſonable Creatures 
« js made better than the ſtate of Others : and cuts 
« off, entirely, the Sovereiguiy of the Supreme 
« Being, by which He diſpenſes his Favors: to 
* his creatures at Pleaſure, without treſpaſſing on 
the Equity and Righteouſneſs of His Nature 
« ſince none of them have any claim to the lea Fa- 
% vor, above another, by any Thing in Them- 
t ſelves, which they are poſſeſs d of independently 
« of Him who alone maketh any to 1 
** then, the ſame Arguments, made ule of, by ſome 


<« Proteſtants, againſt the Doctrine of the Free 


* Grace of God in the Eternal Election of a Part 
of the Apoſtate Race of Adam, hold, with equal 
Force, againſt all Divine Revelation, and conſe- 
% quently, againſt all Chriſtianity; they would do 


* well to conſider, how far they may have contri- 


« buted to the prevailing Deiſin of this preſent 


* Time, by furniſhing the Adverſarys of divine 


© Revelation (who know very well how to im- 


* prove any Advantage againſt the Truth) with 


« Arguments againſt Chriſtianity in general.” 
Thus far this calm and judicious Reaſoner. 

As Arminianiſm fails in it's Attempts to mag- 
nify the Divine Mercy; ſo is it equally deficient in 
it's Pretences to promote human Santtity. Election 
enſures Holineſs to a very great Part of Mankind : 
whereas, precarious Grace, deriving all it's * 

rom 
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from the Caprice of Free-will, could not enſure 
Holineſs to any one Individual of the whole fpecies. 
«Oh, but ſome People, preſuming upon Election, 
c neglect Sanctification.“ This is much eaſier 
aid, than proved. Admitting it, however, to be a 
poſſible Caſe; ſhall we mend the matter a ſingle jot, by 
going over to Arminianiſm? Let us examine: 
« The Googneſs of God is unlimited in it's Exerciſe ; 
« and Chriſt dyed to atone for al the fins of all 
c mankind: Moreover, every man is indu'd, ei- 
t ther by Nature or Grace, with ſuch Liberty of 
4 Mill, as to turn to God, if it be not his own 
* Fault.“ Surely, theſe Doctrines (I will not ſay, 
neceſſarily, but) naturally carry a very gentle Aſpect 
on Neglect of Morals. They are, to ſay the very 
Jeaft, fable to vaſt Abuſe. © Oh, but if the Doc- 
c trines are abus' d, tis owing, not to the Doctrines, 
4 hut to men of corrupt minds.“ It may beſo, 
And will not the ſame Remark hold equally true of 
the pute Doctrines? Twill hold ſtill truer. For, 
no Man, according to our Syſtem, has a right to 
look upon himſelf as elected, till ſanctifying Grace 
Has converteu him to Faith and good Works. Con- 
ſequently, the Doctrine of Election is not ſo able 
even to ſpeculative Abuſe, as the Doctrine which 
aſſerts that . God loves every man alike, and that 
* Chriſt dy'd for all the fins of all mankind.” I 
| Tpeak it without the leaſt intention either to grieve 
or offend any: but it is too true, that ſeveral remark. 
able Tranſactions have very lately happen'd in the 
Arminian World (J mean in that Part of it, which 
is ſuppos't to be more holy than the reſt;) which 
FTranſactions too plainly proved, notwithſtanding 
many truly confcientious People are Arminians, 
that Arminiani/m and good Works are by no means 
ſo nearly related as ſome Folks imagine. _ 
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the farther we extend our obſervation, the mare we 
muſt be convinc'd of This. Arminiani/m was 
never more rampant in England, ſince the Refor- 
mation, than at preſent. . I appeal to every 
man, whether Virtue is not as much on the de- 
cline. Like alternate buckets, the one 71/es, as the 
other falls. | 5 

Suppoſe we carry back our inveſtigation, from 
the preſent century, to the /af? In the laſt cen- 
tury, Arminianiſm was confined to much narrower 
bounds, and lay in much fewer hands, than now. 
Yet, where it did obtain, its Influence on Morals 
too often reſembled the Agency of a Blaſt on the 
Bloſſom. Even the candid Mr. Hickman mentions 
an Inſtance of it. This,” ſays that excellent 
Writer, was the Refuge and pple, of that 
«. grand Propagator of Arminianiſm, Mr. Thom- 
« /on, When he was in a Fit of Intemperance, if 
any one reminded him of the Wrath of God 
<« threatened againſt ſuch Courſes, he would an- 
« ſwer, J am a Child of the Devil to-day; but I 
« have FREE WILL: and to-morrow I will make 
« myſelf a Child of Cd. 

4 Oh, but if we hold Free- pill, we don't hold 
« final Perſeverance. Tis Perſeverance that throws 
« open the Flood-gates of Licentiouſneſs.” How 
can that be? It is neither licentious, nor abſurd, 
to ſupoſe, 1. that the truly righteous are the pecu- 
kar Care of God. And, 2. that, being his pecu- 
liar Care, they are kept by mis Power through Faith 
unto Salvation (1 Pet. 1. 3, 4, f.): ſo kept, as to be 
reſeryed fruitfull in every good word and work. 
ow, if to perſevere in every good word and work 
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 * Hickman's Animady, on Helis, P. 91. and 227, 


96 ] 
be the Turn- pike Road to Licentiou/ve/s ; then, 1 
grant, that the Doctrine of Perſeverance is a li- 

centious Doctrine. When Holine/s and Sin are 
one and the ſame Thing; then, and not till then, 
will Continuance in the former open a Door to the 
latter. But why do I detain my Reader and my- 
ſelf, in waſting eee on Mr. Weſey? The 

Man who did not bluſh to call even the exem- 

lary Mr. Hzezxvey an Autinomian, may well be 

0 to hurl the Natne, indiſcriminately, at the 
Head of every one who ſays, with St. Paul, By 
Grace ye are ſaved through Faith, and that not of 
yourſelves; it is the Gift of God: not of Works, + 
leſt any Man fhould boaſt. For we are nis Work- 
manſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works; 
which God hath before ordained that we ſhould walk 
in them. Eph. 2. 8, 9, 10. 

Eet us now hear the Sum of the whole Matter. 

All Things are of God: 2 Cor. 5. 18, He 1s the 
efficacious Ordainer of Goop : He is the wiſe and 
voluntary Permittor of Evi, There is no Good, 
of which He is not the AuTror : There is no 
Evil, of which He is not the PexmITTOR. Con- 
ſequently, tis a firſt Principle of the Bible, and of 
found Reaſon, that Whatever 18, is Rrohr:“ 
or will anſwer ſome great End (an End, at preſent, 
unknown) in it's relation to the Whole, and at 
the final Reſult of Things. I muſt, even as a 
rational Being, and much more as a Chriſtian, re- 
pete, and continue to inſiſt upon, that celebrated 

axim (under certain Modifications); notwith- 
ſtanding the controverſial Duſt it has raiſed among 

the Arminians of Mr. Weftey's Predicament, — þ 
among ſome /mall Divines elſewhers. Nor will L 
ever give up that Maxim, till I can ſee the Con- 
duct of divine Providence fairly vindicated with- 

N out 
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but it's Help. Vou may ſay, perhaps, with a late 
great and good Man, that. The Diſpoſals of Pro- 
vidence are undoubtedly right.“ Allow'd. But 
is there any Thing, in which Providence has no Con- 
cern ? If there be, tells us what that Thing, is. If 
there be not, then it unavoidably follows, that 
«© whatever 1s, is RIGHT” in ſome reſpect or other. 
Even Grotius himſelf found it abſolutely neceſſary 
to grant this“: elſe, as that learned Man plainly 
ſaw, he muſt have left a very dangerous Breach in 
the Fortifications of Chriſtianity. | 

It was even right, that Mr. Weſley ſhould be 
permitted to charge me with Blaſphemys I abhor, 
with Poſitions I never wrote, and with Conſe- 
quences which my Principles cannot produce, 
Then why do you rap his Knuckles for ſo do- 
„ ing?” Becauſe, even upon my own Maxim, it 
was no leſs right that his Knuckles ſhould be 
rapp*d. Zeno, the Founder of the Stoics, one Day 
thraſh'd his Servant for pilfering. The Fellow, 
knowing his Maſter was a Fataliſt, thought to 
bring himſelf off by alledging that he was © de/- 
find to ſteal, and therefore ought not to be beat 
& for it.“ You are DESTIN'D to fteal, are you ?” 
anſwer'd the Philoſopher : © then yon are no leſs 
< deſtin'd to be THRASH*D for it: and laid on ſome 
hearty Blows extraordinary . 

The Motive of the Agent is very diſtinguiſhable 
from the eventual Tendency of the Act. A Man, 
who means ill, deſerves Chaſtiſement, even tho? 
the Ill he means be made (by ſuperior Direction) 
| O condu- 


— 
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* Oue vero permittuntur ſcelera, non carent interim ub 
Fruttu. De Veritat. L. 1. S. 19. 


+ See Staaly's Lives of the Philoſ. P. 296, Fol. 
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conducive to ultimate Good. Should it be ob- 
jected, that, according to the above Maxim, 
© there can be no ſuch Thing as ill Meaning; I 
deny the Conſequence. Let us weigh the Terms 
of the Maxim elf. © Whatever IS, is right.” 
Whatever js. Not what has merely an inviſible, 
ideal Exiſtence, in the Mind of the Agent: but 
whatever has a perceptible, outward Exiſtence, in 
the Courſe and Train of Things. A Being, poſ- 
ſeſs*'d of infinite Knowledge, to diſcern all conſe- 
quences ; of infinite Pozwer, to prevent what He 
pleaſes; and of infinite Goodneſs, to will the beſt ; 
cannot, conſiſtently with thoſe perfections, be ſup- 
pos'd to permit any Event, without ſome wiſe and 
juſt view. Of theſe views, we are, by no means, 
competent Judges. In a ſtate of ſuperior Exiſt- 
ence, we ſhall, I doubt not, /ze the Propriety and 
Fitneſs of Divine Conduct. Here, we know but 
in Part: and, in many Inſtances, we know #0- 
thing at all. Hereafter, we ſhall know, even as 
we are known. What I do, thou knoweſt not now : 
but thou ſhalt know hereafter. Wiſdom itſelf never 
ſuggeſted a more certain Truth, than that, with 
Which the following words preſent us: Behold, 
in this thou art not juſt: I will anſwer thee, that 
GOD 1s GREATER THAN Man, Why doſt thou 
firive againſt HIM? For He giveth not Account of 
any of His Matters. Job 33. 12, 13. 

+ © It is very reaſonable to believe,“ ſays Mr. 
Addiſon, that Part of the Pleaſure, which Happy 
Minds ſhall enjoy in a future ſtate, will ariſe 
from an enlarged Contemplation of the Divine 
* Wiſdom in the Government of the World, and 
in a Diſcovery of the ſecret and amazing ſteps 
Sof Providence, from the Beginning to the a 
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- ©.of Time. In our preſent Condition, which is 
& a middle ſtate, our Minds are, as it were, che- 
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quer'd with Truth and Falſhood : and, as our 
Facultys are narrow, and our views imperfect, 
it is impoſſible but our Curioſity muſt meet 
with many Repulles. _ | 
Viſu Carentem magna Pars Veri latet. 


We are not, at preſent, in a proper ſituation to 
Judge of the Counſels by which Providence 
acts: ſince but le arrives at our Knowledge, 


and even that little we diſcern #mperfely. 
Since Providence, therefore, in it's Oeconomy, 
regards the WRHOLE Syſtem of Time and Things 
together; we cannot diſcover the beautifult 
Connections between Incidents which lye widely 
ſeparated in time: and, by loſing fo many Links 
of the Chain, our Reaſonings become broken 
and imperte&t. Thus, thoſe Parts in the Mo- 
ral World, which have not an abſolute, may 


yet have a relative Beauty, in Reſpect of ſome 


other Parts concealed from Us, but open to 
Hrs Eye, before whom Paſt, Preſent, and 70 
Come, are ſet together in one Point of view. 


And thoſe Events, the Permiſſion of which ſeemg 


now to accuſe His Goodneſs; may, 'IN THE 
ConsUMMATION. OF | TrinGs, both magnify 
His Goodne/s and exalt His Viſdom. And this is 
enough [at leaſt, it engt to be enough] to check 
our Preſumption: ſince *tis in vain to apply cur 
meaſures of Regularity, to Matters of which 
we know neither the Antecedents nor the Con- 


ſequents, the Beginning nor the End.“ Spec- 


tator, vol. 3. No. 237. 
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There is, therefore, what Calvin very juſtly calls} 
1 Learned Ignorance * : For it is real Wiſdom in 
Man, to acquieſce, with the moſt abſolute and, 
implicit Confidence, in the Decrees and Diſpenſa- 
tions of that God, © whoſe never failing Providence,” 
as our Church expreſſes it, © ordereth ALL Things 
« both in Heaven and Earth.” ja 
I ſhall cloſe the ſubject, with the following Paſ- 
ſages: which, tho' taken from an Apocryphal 
Book, are pregnant with juſt Reaſoning, and 
ok the Language of Piety and Senſe, Let Mr. 
ey liſten; and learn, for the Time to come, 
not to aſperſe the Decrees he cannot comprehend. 
T Heart hath gone too far in this World: and 
Thinkefs thou to comprebend the Way of the Moſt 
| High ? 


* 
x 
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* Forum enim, que ſcire nee datur, nec fas eft, DocTa eff 
— NORA N TIA: cientiæ appetentia, inſaniæ ſpecies. Calv. In. 
. 3. C. 23. $8. | 
| This paſſage of Calvin's ſeems to have given Gretizs the 
firſt hint of that fine epigram, which he entitles, Erudita I. 
worantia : and which, as it is both exquiſitely beautifull 
itſelf, and ſo cloſely connected with the ſubject in hand, 1 
kere ſubjoin. 
Qui curioſus poſtulat totum ſuæ 
Patere menti, ferre qui non ſufficit 
 Mediocritatis conſcientiam ſuz ; 
Judex iniquus, Æſtimator eſt malus 
Suique, naturæque. Nam rerum % 
Libanda tantùm que venit mortalibus, 
Nos ſcire pauca, multa mirari, jubet. 
. His primus error auctor eſt pejoribus. 
Nam qui fateri nil poteſt incognitum, 
Falſo neceſſe eſt placet ĩgnorantiam; a 
Umbraſque inanes captet inter nubila J 
Imaginoſæ adulter Ix ion Dez. 
Magis quieſcet animus, errabit minds, 
Contentus eruditione parabili: 
Nec quæret illam, ſiqua quærentem fugit. 
8 Neſcire quædam magna pars ſapientiæ eſt. 
| Vide GzoT1 Poimat. P. 235 —Lugd. 163% 
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High? And T ſaid unto him, yea, Lord. Aud 
he anſcwer d me, and ſaid, I am ſent to ſhew thee 
Three ways, and to ſet three ſimilitudes before thee : 
whereof if thou canſt declare me one, I will ſhew thee 
alſo the way that thou defireſt to ſee, and I will ſhew 
thee from whence the wicked Heart cometh.— And. I 
ſaid, Tell on, my Lord. — Then ſaid he unto me, Go thy 
way : Weigh me the Weight of the Fire; or meaſure 
me the Blaſt of the Wind z or call me again the Day 
that is paſt.— Then anſwered I, What man is able 
to do That ? And be ſaid unto me, Tf I ſhould. 
aſx thee how great Dwellings are in the midſt of the 
Sea, or how many Springs are in the Beginning of 
the Deep, or how many Springs are above the Firma- 
ment, or which are the out-goings of Paradiſe : per- 
adventure thou wouldſt ſay unto me, I never went 
down into the Deep, nor into Hell, neither did I ever 
climb up into Heaven, N vertheleſs, now have I 
aſked thee but only of the Fire, and Wind, and of 
the Day wherethbrough thou haſt paſt, and of Things 
from which thou canſt not be ſepargted, and yet canſt 
thou give me no Anſwer of them. Thine own things, 
and ſuch as are grown up with thee, canſt thou not 
know? How ſhould thy veſſel then be able to comprehend 
the Way of the Higheſt * And, the World being now 
outwardly corrupted, to underſtand the Corruption 
that is evident in my fight ? The more thou ſearcheſt, 
the more thou ſhalt marvel. For the Grain of Evil 
ſeed hath been ſown in the Heart of Adam from the 
Beginning: and how much Ungodlineſs bath it brought 
up unto this Time] And how much ſhall it yet bring 
forth, until the Time of Threſhing come! Ponder now 
by thyſelf, bow great Fruit of Wickedneſs the Grain 
of evil ſeed hath brought forth. And, when ibe 


gars ſpall be cut down, which are without number, 
; how 


we, 
> 
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Sor great a Floor fhall they fill! I ben I anſwered 

and ſaid, How and when Dal theſe Things come to 

paſs? And wherefore are our years few and evil ?— 
Md he anſwered, Do not thou haſten above the moſt 
Higheſt : for thy Haſte is vain, and thou haſt much 
exceeded. Did not the Souls alſo of the Righteous 
aſe queſiton of theſe Things, in their Chambers, ſay- 
ing, How long ſhall T hope on this Faſhion ? When 
cometh the Fra of the Floor of our Reward ? And 
to theſe things, Uriel the Arch- Angel gave them An- 
fer, and ſaid, Even when the number of ſeeds is 
fulfilled in you: for he hath Weighed the World in a 
Balance. By meaſure he hath meaſured the Times ; 
and by number hath he numbered the Times: and He 
doth not move nor ftir them, untill the ſaid meaſure 
be fullfilled. 2 Eſdr. 4. 

Does God's ſeeming /everity, to the Non-Elect, 
ſtumble us? Tis enough for us to know, that In- 
finite Wiſdom cannot err, and that Infinite Good- 
neſs does all Things well. Thou art ſore troubled 
in Mind for Iſrael's ſake: loveſt thou that People 
better than He that made them And I ſaid, Vo, 
Lord; but of very Grief have I ſpoken : for my 
Reins pain me every Hour, while I labor to .compre- 
hend the Way of the Moſt High, and to ſeek out Part 
of His Tudgement.—— And He ſaid unto me, Thou 
canſt not. Number me the Things, that are not yet 
come; gather me together the Drops, thut are ſcat- 
tered abroad; make the Flowers green again, that are 
wither d; open me the Places that are cloſed, and 
bring forth the Winds that are ſhut up in them; ſhew 
me the Image of a voice : and then will I declare unto 
thee the Thing that though laboreſt to kuow.—— And I 
ſaid, O Lord, that beareſt Rule, who may know theſe 
Things, but he that hath not his Dwelling with Men ? 

As 
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As for me, I am unwiſe: how am I then to ſpeak 0 
theſe Things, whereof thou aſkeſt me. ben ſaid He 
unto me, Like as thou canſt do none of theſe Things 
that I have ſpoken f; even ſo canſt thou not find out 
[on one hand] my Judgement [toward the Repro- 
bate] ; nor, in the End, the Love which I bear unto 
my People [on the other]. 2 Eſdr. 5.—For ibou 
comeſt far ſhort [of the implicit Duty thou oweſt 
to Me], that thou ſbouldſt be able to love my creature 
more than I. Chap. 8. 47. 

One Word, to Mr. Weſley himſelf, and I have 
done. Time, Sir, (I am informed) has already 
whiten'd your Locks: and the Hour muſt ſhortly 
come, which will tranſmit you to the Tribunal of 
that God, on whoſe Sovereignty, a great Part of 
your Life has been one continu'd Aſſault. At that 
Bar, I too muſt hold up wy Hand. Omniſcience 
only can tell, which of us ſhall firſt appear before 
the Judge of All. I ſhortly may. You ſhortly 
muſt, The Part, you have been permitted to act 
in the Religious World, will, ſooner or later, fit 
heavy on your Mind. * Mix'd in the warm Con- 
« verſe of Life, we think with Men: en a Death- 
« bed, with God*.” Depend upon it, a Period 


will arrive, when the Father's Eledling Mercy, and 


the Meſſiah's adorable Righteouſneſs, will appear, 
in your Eyes, even in your's, to be the only ſafe 
Anchorage for a Dying Sinner. I mean, unleſs 
you are actually given over to final Obduration. 
Which, I truft, you are not; and to which, I 
moſt ardently beſeech God, you never may. 


You 


8 


® Dr. YouxG's Centaur not fab. 
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Tou have told us, totidem verbis, that “ Men'# 
& BELIEVING 7s the Cavs of their Fuſtificationt :“ 
that © eur oBtyInNG Chriſt is the Causz of his 
giving us ETERNAL LIFET:” and that © our OBEDI- 
ce ENCE #0 Chriſt is the causk of his becoming the Au- 
© thor of ETERNAL SALVATION % usf.“ You have 
affirmed, ſpeaking of God, that it can never 
« Con/iſt with His unerring Wiſdom, to think that I 
& am innocent, io judge that I am righteous, becauſe 
& another is ſo. He can no more, in this manner, 
* confound me with ChRisr, than with David or 
* Abraham .“ Such Doctrine may paſs well 
enough, while Life and Health laſt : but it will 
leave us comfortleſs, hopeleſs, ruin'd, in that 
Hour, when Heart and Fleſh fail. Woe be to 
you, to me, and to all the-race of Adam, if the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt will not then ſtand us in 
any more ſtead, than the Righteouſneſs of David 
or Abraham ! was that really to be the Caſe, how ' 
could Mr. W/ey, in particular, hope for Juſtifi- 
cation at the Hands of that GOD, whom he has 
impiouſly compar'd to © Tiberius” and * the Grand 
« Turk?” 

May your Name, Sir, after all that you have 
done, be found at laſt in that Book of Life, againſt 
which you have ſo daringly exclaimed! May your 
Perſon be intereſted in that only perfect Righteou/- 
neſs, on which you have ſo unhappily trampled ! 
And, as an Evidence of your Part in Both, may 
your future Conduct diſplay the Spirit and breathe 
the Language of thoſe excellent Lines: 

Let 


—— r 


+++ See Mr. Weſley's Scripture Dodr. of Predgſtin. P. 7, 8. 
t See a Sermon, concerning 7u/ification, in one of Mr. 
NMeſcey's three firſt volumes of Sermons. 


Fo 
« Let not this weak, unknowing Fland 
preſume Thy Bolts to-throw, 
And deal Damnation round the Land 
on each I judge thy Foe. 


* If I am right, thy Grace impart, 

| ſtill in the Right to ſtay: 

If I am wrong, O teach my Heart 
to find that better Way!“ * 


Be this your Supplicaton. And may your 
Supplication be heard. 


m = * —_ — 


— —_— * — at. 4 — 


* Pope's Univerſal Prayer. 
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Reprobation (of ſome Men), moſt expreſsly af- 

firmed in Scripture; 51, 52. 57. Not incon-" 
ſiſtent with Divine Juſtice; 35.—Nor with 
Mercy; 45.—Nor with the Nature of Sin; 71. 

—It's Equity, proved from the Inequality of 

God's Providential Diſpenſations; 40—44.—— 

Is rather a negative Thing, than poſitive; 48. 

—l[rreverſible ; 55. 
Sin, voluntary, the only Cauſe of any Man's Con- 

demnation; 53. | 
Sovereignty of God, it's Abſoluteneſs acknowledged - 

even by ſome eminent Arminians ; 67—69. 
Weſley, Mr. Jobn; runs for Protection to a Jour- 

neyman-Shoemaker ; 12, 13.—Smothers one of 
his own Conſequences; 15.—His polemical 

Variations; 16.—Aſſerts Juſtification and Sal- 

vation by Works; 25. 104.— His dextrous Ta- 
lent at Forgery; 6. 54. 73.— His Pair of de- 
lectable Similes; 39.— lis ſhameleſs Plagia- 

riſms; 81. 86. Specimens of his Logic, 30. 

47. 59. 72. 74.—A Serious Addreſs to him; 


103, 104. 


Tracts 


Tracts and Sermons, written by Mr. - TopLavy, 
oxiginally publiſhed for J. Gux xxx, now pub- 
- liſhed for James Marnrws, No. 18 in a 
Strand, ncar word ireet. 8 


* HE Church of England V7 bares from 

| the Charge of Arminianiſm, and the Cale 
0 1 Subſcription Pauly conſider' d. 
xs. 6d. 

II. The Doctrine of Abſolute Predeſtinatios ſtated 
and Aſſerted. Tranſlated, in great Meaſure, 
from the Latin of IERO ZAvchtus; together 
with ſome Account of Zaxchrus's Life; and a 
mort Diſſertation concerning The FarE of che 
- Antients. 2s. 

III. A Letter to Mr. Fobn#eftey, occaſiotꝰd by his 

pretended abtidgement of the laſt mentioned 

Pamphlet. Second edition 6d. | 

Iv. A Cavcat againſt Unſound Dof#rines : A Ser- 

mon preach'd at Black-triars, . April 29, 1770s | 

9d. | 

V. Jeſus Seen of Angels; and God? $ Mindfullneſs 

of Man; confider'd: in three Diſcourſes, 

. preach'd at Broad and Dec, 23, 1770. 

18. 6d. 


VI. Free Thoughts on the A App lication to Parlia- 
ment for the Abolition 0 <cclebaſtical Sub- 


ſcriptions. 6d. 
vn. Clerical Subſcription no Grievance ; or, The 


Doctrines of the Church of England proved to 
be the Doctrines of Chriſt. A Viſitation Ser- 


mon, preach'd, at Columpton, May 12, 1772. 


Of whom may be had the sxconD PART of 
Mason's SpIRTTUAL TREASURY, and ALL his 
: other Pieces. 


